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I~ 
I. - ORGANIZATIONAL DAT~ .. 

A~Location: 1-16 Hay 1968, Cao Doi$ RVN 
17-31 Hay 1968, Phu Gia; RVN --

B. Commanding Oi'i'J-cer, Stafi' Officers and Company -Cck(rrJ.anders: 

Commanding Of~icer 
Executive Officer 
Adjutant 
S~l 

S-2 
S~3 
S-3J;. 

S-3B-
S-4 
COli1l:ll0 
SupplyO 
FlTO 
LLO 
PAC 

CO H~£ Co 

co Co E 

co C-') F 

<::~ Go G 
CO Co H 

li"sj';IC 
JFF ENL 
-:~T Juri5 

I I.. -NiRRf __ ':r. PIE S ni iHARY G ----,.-------

LtCol E. ·C. CHEATHAI1 JR. 
Maj- O. K. STEELE 
Capt R. E. STOllER 
Is tLtlJ/. I • SHICK 
lstLt E. T. ALTON 
Haj E. G. DYER 
IstLt T .. D .. NARTJ:N 
Is tLt T. A. In'J:!iN~ 
Is tLt S. R. ERmIN 
·lstLt G. Ro liOFl:flANK JR. 
Capt D.J. POVrERS . 

" 2ndLt D. T. t'lfEISH 
:!.stLt G. A. ZHRl!:NDA 
Capt H.F. PYLE JR. 
Capt T. lVi. FINE III 
Capt R. L. THACKER 
lstLt A. A. DORNBACH 
IstLt T. D. NARTIN 
Capt J. J. i'JORTON 

. 2n.c".L t P. R •. -}VIc C OlfNELL 
Capt J. J. NORTON 
Capt H. P. DO'JillS 
IstLt C. 'it,;. F'ULFORD 
lstLt D. A. DOVE 
CaptG. D. HEi\fDRIC1CSON 
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1-31 rrlay68 
1-31 May68 
1-31 11ay68 
1-31 I'1ay68 
1-31 May68 
1-31 Hayb8 
1-7 11ay68 
6-31 l1ay68 
8-31 Nay68 
1-31 May68 
l~ 31 lVlay68 
1-31 Hay68 
1-31 1'1ay68 
1-31 r·1ay68 
1-10 Nay-68 

2J-J1 !vIayb8 
1-b 1'1ay68 
6-31 Mayb8 
1-10 fiJay68 

10-18 Ivlay68 
18-31 Nayb8 
1-7 lI1ayb8 
8-31 Nay68 
1-31 l'iay68 
1-31 Mayb8 
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On 9 l'1ay 19689 C(/llJ.pC.::1.y i·<l., 3rd EattalL,n" .5;~1 lVIarinesDeCameen
ga,ged with an unknovJ;.J. s~.ze r;,·I.'lIi:':,," force JYl its t::lse -camp area west 
of Hai Van Pass 0 Sec ond f,{ .. +;T.a~}'0i.,~) F:'_:;:·'~~~'l IViarines was directed to 
relieve Com.pany H. The fatt;alion CO!.<i1i1and G!.:'oup 't-lith CompanyE 
linked up with Company N and. continued. the attack, destroying enemy 
forces, materials and positions.. The i,lajor difficulty encountered 
-t;hroughout the ent ire operation 't-las movement in the steep, jungle 
,~overed mountainous terrain" 

On Hay 17th, the Battalion Command Post displaced from Cao Doi, 
z.o054C23 ~ to its new site at Phu Gia Pass, AT 833 999. 

::::.1. SEQU.t:..HTlAL LISTING OS' SIGNIPICANT EVENTS '" 

TJ~I~IG 

(!~fr' ~~;1~.L 
-~B6 

}\InA 
o 

N OJ'J - BAT 'I' LE 
NON~SERIOUS . DBAT}ID 

11 -Z-

USN 
OFF mUJ 
1'- -'1 

TOTALS 
82 

!;,.. 1!~~:~~~_iY_~_~~rr.~:Y ~ Chargeable strength remained above 
')C% of the mW.l1ung level for the complete month of Hay. 

p" A0.m~,nis tre.ti ve supplies c01~_tinue to be unavailable; 
PitrJ'?>~-;s ilGp:.'"':~8) ',rA Ins(;,ra::'l.~e 'fan-as for SQ,LI, Pages 9:1 11, 5, 13:1 
PP . .H:0~ i_:D:i:~-0sd :~;;-ntn .. _,~ts CDD1+;/ :JD21L~1 ODB's and DDl14 Military 
()]~de:0r:" 0 

b~ Addressograph machines are in poor condition and 
:t>ibboD;J doors unavai19.blo c 

\""" < ... .. __ ~ ''',,''_A __ " 

< 
.' -2-
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1 ~ c.ou'rts -1'1artiaJ.; ,Trie d_;1' ~~! .l.dlng 3 
2~ . Won-Judicial Pl·.:':lishme::lt . ..:;..~ 

a. By Battali';lCom:nande.rB 
b. By Company Com:aanders -lJ.i::-

C. ,Moralez PX and Chaplain's Activi":';~.2. 

1.' lVlorale is consldered excellent. 

.... 

2 • Non-avai1abili ty of PX faci1i ties h'as not been deter-
. imental to morale or· performance. Uecess£~.ry items, were inade avail
able through SF Packs and consolidated I'U:'lS tc exchange facilities 
in Phu Bai .. 

3. 'Chaplain's Activities: The Battalion Chaplain conduct
ed 32 Catholic services in May with 875 l'1ar~.nes in attendance .. 
lrhese se'rvices were held;tn e8.ch of the cOilliJeny areas to facilitate 
attendanceeProtestant servj~cos were ala 0 held in the company areas 
by chaplains from Phu Bai and the Chaplai~ from 1st Battalion9 5th 
Narines. There were 9 services which were attended by 230 Marines. 
For· Protes tant coverage to be more universa.l and more rAgular in 
the·Batta.lion~ the Chapl'?in i':':'2m. 1st Battalion, 5th, Marines has 
assumed the res!:1onsibill'i~y £01- Protestant services. This month 
the Chaplain received 8.iTeh~cle to be used solely for Chaplain's 
matters.Previo~sly the Chaplain had to share a vehicle with other. 
sections.. Havlr.~g: a vehiele' El'eatly facilitates the conduct of 
divine servi,cesas well as pas';oral visitl1 to the Narin9s .. For 8 
days. of this month, the Cha.pl~,in accompanied the Battalion Cominand 
Group to the field. No services were held at the time because of 
the tactical; situation.. HQ1.·':",·'V8~:'f prayers were said :for t he dead 
and the wounded were visited. ~'1erlorial s0rvices lvere conducted 
3 times this month at company formations t'lhere ,all took part. Other. 
religious services were held in two vill€gs churches at tho request 
of the local religious lead0rs.. These were attended by 1'1arines as 
well as many of the people in the villages~ A visit was made to 
the orphane.ge_ at Nuoe Ngot and excesf.! food voTasgiven to them. 
Visits wore made to the CAP units lVithin our TAOR and to Battery A~ 
1st LAAM. Battalion. The ehaplp.in cor:,duc'ljed hos!)ital visits in both 
Phu Bai and DaNang.. A total ot' 18 w(" .. mded and ~iGk were visited. 
There were 23 counselling ses~ i0r..S w:i, '2;:1 the l1arines at both the OP 
and the cOmpany offices. 

D.. Intelligence. 

1. General... Intelligsa18 in.format ion during the month of 
¥iay was collected from variou3 SOU!.'C6S including: G-2, Task Force 
X-Ray; 8-2, 5th Marines; 1st C1; 13th ITT: CAP-H-Hqls; Phu Loe 
District Headquarters; Force and Division Recon.'1aissance unit~$ and 
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Phu :Sue J;istri~ ·~·c signJrk~/~,~ ~dditi?il,,' , e 

once SOUI'ce~' W3.8t;:18 Ili-iY," Chi.ercrr-ta-ng-""c.o.. ... , ~tl't~';I;; 
the re-emphasis of' the !'e'vJ8.:,:,ds pr ·:)g!'9.'!n, 'J ,~llagers of Lang Co have 
led fiIarine uni tsto snrprLw explosive dovic03, and of particular 
importance, a downed helicopte~~o In addition a civilian from Tho 
Son (H) voluntarily u.ssisted Harines in combat patrols in the Phu 
Gia area ... 

a. A study of all incidents and intelligence reports 
helpad to determine the pattern of action taken by the enemy. The 
enemy's activity revolved around the interdiction and harrassrnent 
o':~ fJ:>ie.c,d.ly units along and inclusive of Highway #1,. Al though the 
(;~1emy did not renew the anticipated offensive to the predicted in
ten81.ty, there were several sharp contacts Hhlch coincided with 
the enerr.L~r r s mission to collect and transport rice.' 

2& Each company com:.l1ander had at his disposal an 8-2 
~~\:Ol',t, a Ki'::; C8.1?,Son Scout, a':ldin the cases of Companies E and H, 
~l, ii':i.etn.8.I11.eso Int8:cpretel".. It has been found that the Ki t Carson 
;).c";;i.;a 'i:,aj.{e an aggress:,-ve role and play an intergal part in operat
:\.!:·,::"s smaller than company si ze.. In addition a sub-team. of the 13th 
\.,l~,r.r.' 'VTe,s assig!lBd to the Battalion; providing a rapid report of in
i'c;~:'ma·~icl::!. g.:::.L1.'3d i'J'OJY. 0.f)tairlet'g and docurrlentary sources <> 

3. D~,: tc the.; ~:'lat I'ice paddy arp,a characteristic of' a 
po~~"timl of the Le,; tl:f> pps-6 Eadar sets were utili zed by Companies e 
E~ [:' it:'),:, ne E~,t'h cO~,p'lny has at least five Marines who have been 
tr'3,insc~, ':1.8 0j::erators <> Of part.icular significance was the radar's 
abilit:r to find anc, fiY- sw:)~)ected night targets to be fired upon 
by En .. mm lll,ortars. The S-2 section also conducted classes for each 
QOIapany 0:"1 the pr:)per' :b.ondling Gnd tagging of FO~Vl s/detainees, cap
tU:i.>ed gen..;,' a]~d eCluipn8r.i.·;~ c> 

lk. Statistic!' of C'cu""_:alties and Eg,uipmentg 

B-40 Rock:lt Lau:tlchers 

AlC-47 
T;' ), I, 
T: .. '-L.f-L+ 

PfS 

ChiCom Gr~mades 
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3 CAP'I'URED 

2 ,CAPTURED 

1 CAPTlJ"RED 

'I CAPTUR:J£D 

1 CAPTURED 

1 CAPTURED 

2 CAPTURED 

61 CAPTURED 
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TNT 

Plastic Explosives 

, ., Pull Fuzes 

" 

.. ·\t) '." 

. 40mrn FE Rcu:Dd~1 

AK--47' .Houn.ds. 

RFD' HG J101: .. nlla 

De t C!.l)·:~ t L::Z 'J ord 

l']. th He:' ... net 

.. -.... ...;; -'-- ". ~ 
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, 
9 l~~8 CAPTURED 

200 Ibs CAPrURED 

12 CAPTURED 

2885 CAPT1JRED 

l.~OO Ibs CAPTURED 

I .. ·: CAPTURED 

2·G.LPTURED 

1)6 CA?~rURED 

45C':O CA?1'U~ED 

8c-0 CAPT ]RED 

8 (APTURED 

8 CAPTURED 

3 CAPTURED 

2 rAPTURED 

:1. CA.PTURED 

;~5 .::'t CAPTURED 

17 ; ;A?TURED 

~ CAPTURED 

l~ CAPTURED 

1 GA.?TD1lliD 

. " 

1.30 se ts CAPTu1tED 

2~ CAP'rtJR}:!n 

." 
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POYlcho."3 

Haramocke 

ChiCom Grenaje :.oOU·:J19S 

M-16 Me.gazine Puuche8 

K-Bar 

Binocula~.:'s 

Gas r'"J.a.sk. (U .g 00') 

Flash Light Batteri8S 

Sle3ping Bag 

• ,. 
9:: CAPTURED 

.5 CAPTURED 

2 CAPTUHED 

2: CAPTUREm 

1 CAPTURED 

1 pr CA}''l'URBD 

I CAPTlJRED 

50 CAPTURED 

1 CAPTURED 

... CA?TURSD 

3 tons CAPTURED 

350 lbs C~Tur~D 

100 Ibs CAP::;:'URED 

100 lbs CAPTURED 

}.5 CAPTURED 

.) CAPTURED 

~o GAPTURED 

4 (:!~1='TURED 

CAFTURED 

CAP'l'URED 

3'+ DESTROYED 

5 DESTROYED 

!, T .If;:.!.i·.;~·,',),).:(' Ha.rin")s .'- ')''J1pleted the Ba ttalion/Regh,lec.tal 
:l~~J {i. I) ( t,1' ~ i.~() El. .~::. ,:,l"t r~~ ':", ~'. ~·F 'ii f\<. 

. ' . ..... -. -~ ...... <: '-• 

....... "" ~ 

.:~ 
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L---..."-,,,-r;D::;i-:'v~i-::s~i:-n and l-~ ," .18.: l(;v,:;,:" .ci~:',;.l ~·cli.or:;ls tro.ining was 
as .follows: 

a.. Di':d.s::' OD. ']' ar.".('l('ship r.~:h("._13· .'13 
b.. Vie tnaInese.Lrlr.guag·J ~icho)l (EL: TjA}'o) 1 
c .. Vietname5= La.p.guag~ fjchOO:I. (Ok:tn':;lwa) 1 
de>. Erflba:~ka',~:i.(;n Scheo) £. Oki:1a1.!a! 1 
e. Divisim~ Embarkat:.oll Scho:)l 1 
f"" Basic Ol~gf. .. n:ic· SUPlJly Accoo.mting S·:}h0Qr 1 

F. Spec:i.al.Qe.~at:'_~1!~..· 

l~ 'rhr'(ughout'11'iY, 2nd Battalion, 5tb .l.VInrines· r-rovided 
~ecurity for it~ a.ssign~d sector of the' Divini'on NSE. 

2.. Com:any H, 2nd Ba.ttalion, 5th £ilar·;i.nes a~'sUIlled operation
al control of 3:'d Pla.toon, Campa;lJ D> 1st; BattaJ,ion: 5th Harines 
from 9-16 14ay 1968. " 

3. S(>cond Battalj,on" F5,f1.;h Narines assumed operational 
control of Company M, 3rd Batte.~Li:>n, 5th l'1ar'i:C1'9S for participat ion 

. in ground o~E'rations against sneJf'.Y for'r.'es. 11-16 I1f.l.y.196e .. 

4.Proni 9-16 14ay19f3) '2r::1Bett;8J.ion;J 5th' Marines diT~l.ded 
its forces to conduct grov.nd. o,?f',ra:d.op.3. against enemy forces in 
the mountainous terra~,n in the 'ricinl -Ly of..' AT869907. 

5.. On 16 Iv:3.:J' 1968 p '-.iCl,pA.n:y G i 2::Jd Batta.lion:;> 5tl:l Marines 
returned to the oper':Ltion9.1 r, :;'[l'l.;rc·l of its pa.':'ent battalion. 

6,. On 17 Jl.-lay 19()8 , 2!~d .3a.ttal:on$ 5th :\((arines shifted its 
AO' to ent~ompass the AO voided bJ, the dj"3p~.a(;81l1e:':lt' of. 3rd Battalion, 
5th r{a'rines. The new AO ext.er..ds f':con the vicini. ty of' Claymore 
Pass, ZDIOOOIO, to the sou'ch side of Hai Vall Pa~s, AT940878, with 
the new command post locat'9d at Ph'll Gis. Pas;) J A-.833999. 

7.. Company A, 1st Battalion, 5th },larino8 assumed operation
al control c1' the 2nd Platoon, Company H, ~~nd Battalion, 5th1-1arines 
from 2.8-29 11ay 1968,., 

l~ TJ:-.e 2nd Ba'::tali'~:~:. 5'i;h l"1ariD:'.s continued its part
::.cipation in Operation HOU8~OH \·jith the :;;:,rima:r.'y rr.ission of providing 
fjecurity for the Divisi?n H&R., ~'he lilajo.t'ity of the contact Wl:l.S 
by platoon or squad 5i:?.;} a~.i'Jb·J:.'h:;;'.sngagj.:'2g enr;nllY resupply columns. 
~~ee . Pa.rt IV (#2). 
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1.. Da ttery E: ~:n,~ BE.t i<::::.1i ::m!' 11.';1::. l\.'~arines and Battery B, 
1st Batta.lion, lltl:. MBr::.nO;] "\ATe:.'8 in direct support of 2nd Battalion, 
5th Marines and surpor't,(;d unit opel'ations tn tr.e B&ttalion AO,,' 

.200 Battery ii ,2nd Battalion l 13th IJiarines; Ba tterJ D, 2nd 
.t..8.~:, .-:;,.tlion, 11th tiarines; B'a ttery F, 2nd 3a·ttalion, 11th Marines; 
P.a', (,-c:ry N:s L'_th Battalion, 11th Harines; ElD.d the USS North Bay all 
pl".-·v5.d;)(l fL'e 3upport for the i3attalion~ 

3. 130. ttery E fi-c"cl. 82 lrliusions Gxpl'm.line 1010 rov.nds of 
[-:(,:~ 79 rounds of t-lP ~ 4'::; rn-;.nds of' il1u...'1linat;.:-J!.":', ;) rounds of' HC 
,fL,'.ck,~ and 1 J'ound of: bOE Hive a:ld 18 CORFP.Aj\ x'oEnrls co 

'+. 32.tt0r'~~ B !:i.red 11+ mistliDnS ez.pending 107 rounds of HE, 
26:-oo1in.c3:aof Hl? Imd 3 .r,')tmds of illuminectionc:< 

, .' a.. BatteT'Y E displacer'l i':i~QIll Phu Loc Fire nas e to the 
8.J:ea of' ZDc55018 and provideG. closA 8.1:1d continuous f'ire support 
for tho ,,:::cst<- rn sector of the BattaliclTIls AO •. · 

b~ Battery B c5.:i.sF,lacE'Jr: to th"-l are&., of ATS":J997 to 
~)!·'oy:~,d·~ 'c~1;>8c':; 8"tlypo:;',,;/'x·;-.}x'I:'~;g:':I.:.(1:;l"· 0; '~h0 Butt(."I.l:i.l)n'sfl,O? 

~. ~actis::al:~~~:':?_~~:;!£S:-r·i::,( A totcl of 251 tactical air 
sUppC'J."":; :mis Jians "Wero fl0vilL iE S1:.ppc>:>taf: tho Battalion consisting 
of 3?? sorties .. 

[I.. f!.lY i\.i"L..§.~~~£'~o 'It.o3attalion IS FSCC requested 
235 TPQ.-l0 m:'.sEiQ1l8 :':'':'C11 t:.oEegirw,r...'l;al ::'SCC .. 

i;! Cl; . .3.c: ... :: .. :' S'Ll1JpO?'i.. o 'J:he ~-3,J .. ~talion requested 
sontrol:!.6d ?() L11"R"si"l.m:; ';~·w.;~r'3-ting of )~O [1)" ... ·"(.;].e3.. Of these, 
missionr, : 8 r'· orr,~ . .-"s ;~~E 1'·0 1 :,~oy:i.C<.cd by 2.::1.":;::10<1 helicopters and 
m; s s; on<.! 3·" ,., 0' .... ,.: ~s 'J ',' ,," '''; ',' "'- r ~J'; ;., D' (j.e, t !18se m;s s ;ons 15 J ..... ..L. '" ! L :} t. I J~ t.i.. _ ,1 .J.. ....... ~v~. ~ .. ··Joe CJ __ .1. _ ..1....... $ 

control~l f;',~. b:i~ '1:-U.U~./}<lil.C (.L>.iJlbo.r.':~l'3) ant. 5 '."li9sions controlled 
L, ~l O/p· 'If' { ( ... r. ~u 'r; " • .. 1 ,&l. ... "".". '>0 1 . ....~. OJ 

and 

4 
16 
were 
by 

_. ~~c:..~!..'-2-l:1_~·u~'?l:-5.':'.':'~~."::'.,.2E.?..r!3."':;.\'2..l}-;> '!'he Battalion re-
,'~uesteJ. E'..l':.d P,"·.:Guted 2 hellS '..: .. .':_,tt;.' <'.ssa:tJ2.ts 1...rl:_.i~hconsisted of 66 
;~..Q.r.t..::.t~,il.-~,,~.~;,,~.!Il+!:€r~·-·~saulta 1t,'(:iIY~ lJ::.armed and accornplished as a part 
Of,OP~1:"~8.tj'9n:':.tl.:'1F2"CCH « 
~ . t:.:;' .• ::~ .' < _i.~ .. .'·>..:It ~ 
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Ba ttalLJll u.~iliz~;2fl5"e.;rTe·~ ~1~:~;-;vti tic:'.' r.1·.'~'.Z: :31ona consisting of 
15 sorties Ilnd 7 viSP~1.1 l'a{.o:::n;d.8I1ance l1'.L.9:.:J ions 0 Both were provided 
by Regirnental Cora.me.nd a::l.d (;o:.1t:-:-ol aircraZt. 

e. Flare-ShlpfJ"The Batta]j.oh requested and received 
:2 ro.iss.:i:n:q:-3 wl~ich c.onsis t"ed of'2 sorties ~l':' 

2" ~:~}nist:r.at_t!.L~1~-i..l:.?Piis.!?ics_§.BPJ2orta 42 administrative 
ant~ 10gt;::;~~.icr~ support rai.3[ions "Tere flown in support of the BattalioI 

·?C)J.8i..st.::.ng of 160·sortio,(. 

,'1.. Res~ly ~ The B.;it'calion ut::J.:'i.7..ed 10 missions (26 
";;(I;t't5.E".s) for resupply; o::t.hese.~ 5 missionn (16 sorties) were 
.:,~()vid~("]. by Jche Ret1J.ment:~l Uorr~tl:nd and Con·;~:t'C'J. aircraft ... 

. : . . 0.. £I.~g~L~_at:£!t :I._y~_~.£.t.2.9l:_J:j:1:~:!:~ Tl19 Battalion utiliz,sd 
i~ adminstrative troop Ii: ts consisting Of-54 s<.irties .. 

'.' -. .' c" . MedicalF:v8.r.lations" '::,1he Battalion requested and 
rec0ived ~8 missloL=iST1joior,;tie-O'T-of'. which 21 :missior.B (40 sorties) 
!~T8re Pi-:'GiiicJ::o by Regiment-a): GCIilills.nc. and. Contro:/. aircl'aft.. There 
Here 1.1:: ':;111£,r~u:ccy., 23 pr5.oj:,i:'y El.1.1C 29 Ty~t~ine medical ev'\cuations. 

1. u Ap~ expa~.dod. A.O~ the adell tional dis tf:l.nC0 from the 
Iiegimentctl LSlt. to dQ}ven6.eni:-~.tn1. tsand tr.e poor';rQ.f·fiN~b~ lity cf' 
the IV1':.-lR 1;:'':'.t, .• 1e;1,b;v '\".10 ll~):?vJ en.~ineer r08.:lv;Oi"k created an incres.ae 
:.n 10S:l.f:lij:i.caJ }l:l:,,:,,b.' . .,,n::.3 fo!' tl1is Battal~.()n/'l lVl8.ny 0::' the problems 
encOu.r;,tE;:~;3C. 'W9.i.'e f:ll~~2e"uLn'':;ly so:vsd J:I;?' s\}ch .J1E\·?"Sllres as; re
lOCh tir,.g 'J.n ::;,ngi:,.E:H: P \ ~ JJ'E'.",,;r3"c P'):'.:;.'l·:~ Cl0E01"' to the< COlilmand Pos t" 
fL89:i.g.ro-aJfi.-tt. 05 8.dd-;~i~C'no.l noo.-o:,:>gP.:nJ c mO'i~or tran~1portation, est
ablishLns; la.rge.r dump:'; .far all' classes o~ 8uppl~Y' at Battalion and 
CompaYl'y:Jevel·a".ld. ~~.,:,ec.fl;er '!8"3 of helicopters l'O::~ ti"ansportation 
of.' pcrs orme 1 a.~.d s u:pp.U.e s .,. 

') . 

. . 2 G A c.:et~J.e:'Jm~L'~ 0:: the 10 t Hoto]" ~'ransportation Battalion, 
. cone i~! tinF;~ o:?: fi ye b.x6?\ -t·on tctteks ~we:r'e 9.ttached to support the 
~att&:Uo:'tI'S ;n.crctlseo. lOlj:istl(~>Li. requirmner..t.:; e 

;lc.. ~~.'~l~P.=!JJ. 'Ph.," Bo.;I:.t~!.io.:l SUl1]>2yat Phu Bai was re-
loeat·,ed·',:·(I. now oC{'1upie.l3: s-ftd.l i~·..l·;~lej:-t;rp(,warehonse. A complete 
t'n.'1ent.or"j' of ~u. Clasp II fl:n(~ IV S7-lPP\Y it~rr.n .. vas conducted in 
,·~)f!;lun~ti."'.In wlth tho moye" A'~cfi1p],ete i.ilVen~cry and reconcilatiop 
:O.~ aJ.:l_ comJ>a.t los;] 38 i',r.OCil Op<e.'t"a.:H.on HUE (;ITY NaB coraple ted on 
;; ~·lay·l(>6;')~ A gre.c.>.:;e:~' go)·t;h.::·. cf th.e B'&-ttalion .3upply assets have 
fye'€;:(i. d:i..,s'p tecedto the forKa:::Q GoroiilaadPos'!; to assist in the mangage
mor:rc J,n:::;, d 1.'3. t:r i tr-J)j;.,I.m C.C 'Ch'3 :J..o.r€.~:~r quanti tior; of E. npplie snow 
b8i~;g, b,~n'ile(L 

" 
-9,. 

i:':'",....- ~ .~. ~".'''''«,-. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

... ~'~- .. .,. ' ..... --, 

'--------i~~~1ii!i~4.!.:::: .... 'J)?§:r:J:'2P:,:,'l~~, 0):1 ~~·7 >"~I l~',.g the Batta.lion 
"'ece-1vecl 2{"\, 1:1.:::,',T i\C1,..L'C': :.; ';-c,n ";""l"'"'''' "",.,-\~·,i.",';,~,:.' 't,',!--, 1\f','J?A'1 "P the ""-.J,. \...: ....... V"II J, • ./ •. '.: ....... " "l.~ " ... ~ _. ,. __ .l{:J J.I .... .LJoLi-'-'- C;~.::> 

Battalion's prime Cl"caaic I:lr_,;:cc. t::8.r-.ti}.JG,rl; vchL::le .. Driver main
tenance classes were conduct3d fo:::, all d.rivers prior 'to issue. 

c. Hess. In orier to provids troops in the field 
Hi th the maJdmlll'l1iiUiiiber of hot meals!1 tHO 1'ield kitchens have 
tleen established; one company size located on the summit of HEI.t 
Va!~ :?ass and the other at t~e Battalion Command Post at Phu Gi8. 
Pa~~~ At least one meal c day is of "AU ~ation variety. Fresh 
c '~',res E'.re drawn from FLO, Dalillng, and de:i ij'ered daily to field 

do C oli1lnuni (; a~:i_o:'J.s Platoon. 
-~--'-------

(1) Ead:~"o ~.eci:;icn.. As p&.rt; u~~ C>pera tion HOUSTON, 
t;l8 BP:l.tt.a;':1_vn conduct'ec:'--a'- s0f\.rch in. the mountains in thp. vicinity 
r)?~,Tg69(;'),?", 'I'h3 field nxvd,ient RC··292 An'Gonna was employee. 
O,l.lX'lng ·~hi5 c:pera'tiior. '" ~i:O compensate for the high j:mgle canopy ~ 
cO!:'K'-~IJ.::.l.!.(.~ti('ns wire &r.Ld w8i~ht;ed end;,; were utiizeo. to throw lines 
':',!(-;::';' higt. tree li::nbs th~s enabling theAR~68 and one mast section 
'L(~:':9 sn},:l<C1Go the top" By employing tb.i31'iBld expedient, good 
r''''J.Dm:::licu.t~ ;, .. :l.-; l,d:;h a~.J. l1,n:i'cs 'iJere m8.:'i.:;Jt",ined" The Reg:1.mental 
i',(.,l"'Jtic:u:' 1':,":: !.8.S rr,ah')'Guirl.e.rl.. 'h:' virtue of a s6l'ies of re··transBission 
s i tc ~l e s 'ce,Li.:~ f,:.'.,)d by Hegi.m.::':lt ~ e 

(.,2) ~i:.:::_,2_.:.9_tj;£..~o Hire construction at the Cao 
!~i):. ::,C(1;:f1'AJ.:". }>:.::;, \tJ('LS t,()r[l d;:nm. and the iV);,. conlinand post at Phu Gia 
'"Tasu;.!"": ,,;:1- :~!.' ~. m:~.D~i!J.U .. "l1 (I£, effort and delay... Phones were install
ed 8 +: ':-r,'Sr,:7Z Co :Dri~~ge to ena'Jle the company comm,ander to COl1IDlUn-

5.ca;,>,: v,;,~,:.i: I j,:, e.tt,Etc}:!" rl lei) rEh;ci2.1ese rif:le~. 

! . ..! \ . {) ," t ','" .::2~...:S"j~8 ,,~~_~'Z. 
pr:1~c>.t;~.~/ )~.:_ ,J_t ·:.lle ::[;J) ~'('.1. Crr:1D.llCl.[Ld Post 
's::- ::(~[~!.~I~I}.,:, .. "lt ... G(\l.lIt5.~:r" j7':J,rJf; ,~~.2.ile b~An 
(J.(:;L~"_i:~. \.~ue -tG ,,::<~·~:,j.r>~~r~ent i)~"'aGl~~·Ln!ilfJ . ., 

Te10typp- nets have been 
o,:..1f. the PL L1 Gia Command Pos t 
u'tiV.zed 1--'::13n nets have been 

(1,.). ~:1~:.Q.1T::?_~} . .£~_,.B:~~;.!r ?8-9.P.<> The ~epa~r Shop. 
, pr(,p'''.:,'':: ~ !:;hfo 'JOI,Wli,;",1l<.: ,:l.:,_O~',;> }'.I.o. ;:;OQ::1 n:;~: an emba~;,ka t~cn ~nspec tlon 

:;':1~':, ::1 .. , ~",'. 'i,", , lion C ('llF".,,',i;i.ec '>, IYi.srec tion. F.:~0'-25 's, telephones and 
R'l'·-~S?L:. 1~, ';,i =- U; tl.~,:'~-'AJ. :) .;0 jJ'I""(·~l\. j~or 3rcl g~helon lilaintenance II 

(1) ~Js~.if1~r;.nt __ ~~~t~~ 

(R.) :Jr • . ,1. l'.:T:·1.Y 1968, s.n informal inspection of 
i,b" ;':"',,3 :'.).,: :.11 -::'ies was mada r'J Cap:;ain JO]\fBS 9 the Division Surge on 

"·:.0-
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."'. 
~~-e-::~~red'Q.8~>.:.::a~:;.~: :: .. v~:C'I'wl:FJ. l\lorJ.ical 
llilarine Corpr .. 

(b) \)j~. 10 Hay 1968,_ a quaj,"'!:erly Administrative 
Inspectlon 1,-:as conduc ted by t1:<.; Division Surge an l S Office~ .. , Tho 
inspection ,team. headed by LCDR '£. •. 'iJ'1. RISER, 11;;::; ,USN inspected 
h'3dical R?co!,ds. and Administrative procedure . 'rraining and I11ledics.l 
t:mpp~:y" 

(c)" On i6 IVtay 1968 7 ' the forward, BAS was ::noved 
fro:n Cac Dei to the Ph'll Gia Pass with the Battalion Command Group_ 
';",,~o HQ~<:p,tH:t ;Corpsmen· accompanied ~he forumX'd CP to Hai Van Pass 
"".JX' tv!:) d"1y;.~., 

. (a) The BAS .. atPhu Bai has been assigned a 
'.;h:: "'0, ,bui 1 d:i.. ng for ~ ;;;'::r::-age :jf' IOL· and. pull{ ;:r'..1?ply .. 

(1) ):l'l'.l.o }{eg"5.r.1ontal surg,,~on has opened a ward 
I~:)' \?nu Bf'.i to SOl"'T8 the 5t;h Narines .. yath this ward available the 
~)~>,)!:0:('j't, ·~\a:.dir.:.th0 Bjl.~; .h[~s ,b~jen·'coywert0d to quarters for Hospital 
,; I ::: .i')sF.er' .. , 

f~\i8J'8,G8 number of pe.tients seen de.:l.ly ••• 35 
1:imliJ.;;r of military patier..ts seen this month.74L. 
NU'J~.b>:r o:L .. referrals to outpatient clinios •• 65 

pj.13:rrhea. •• , , .••• 0 ..... " ~ " ) •• ' .80 
·'·"l}l:'~ ~J " " 0 f; "': • ; •••• 0 •• 0 'J 0 ~ •• e 1:9 ,~16 
).q~m8.'~it<~.s 0 ••••••••• 0.0 •• ' .,120 
:,'~ Orll'1 ,~;~:l .'~:is or del"S e ~ •• ~ ••• ~ .20 
\:iplH:".t r-::.sorders •••• ,. o •••• 25 
.,", =\.(' '''''1'1''", /' .... -to",·, .L" 5 .t;... ..•. ..' ........ ~. '.~ w. "!'J.!:>. 0 • 0 ~ ••• 0 •• 4 a 

JY~TO '!t ;~ 0 .••• 0 ~. 0 • iii 0 •• ,. •• 0 • II 0 II •• • 04 

C" ):r'(C::1J.~,:(,Oi06f C Ci.."T!.j)laints continue to be the 
".;j.C ? .. "" ' .~ . ;.~: .. :. ~: .. ~:' ::, .:~ 8.1'1':'; ':.. 

',;). "';',;: .::,(·:,j.:'r~.~ Dl.',:~·i:p',g thil:l l'.::;:rorting period, the S-5 
;:e.:;t .. :i,)(' :::',3.:5 c·or~t;re2~-its· effor·t on initr-Lting projects of self help 
:fo:~' '~}l( ·'iirs,':·:-1il.'71€-::''? :Pi3c::.>].'3", 

a.. Sa.Lld bags a:..-~c:. 1~x,1ber were dona t0d to the people of 
;':'oan Ly~ 1~{;~~[~39''':',/ :;C~:· the :p'~1~"'p0se of build:~.l'),g d.r-.lfensive 'shelt8rs. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

,::oment was Siv?r:: .. 

.",. r··,. ";' .. -' 
...• --'''': L '" : • ..,., 

• ~'[ I.' ... ,. 

b" 'l'Ho-hur.'lrcd l)ounr~.s of f'oorl WH.S g.\_V~;ll to the needy r8-

:."'O)·[·.tled families and the Cathci.ic orphan9.Ee located in the village 
O~:· :Sang Co~ ilT884964 0 The hospital 8t L~mg Co received two stretch-
'~~'8('rQll the Battalion to be used as opera tine; tables. 

c.. A highly :mccesaf:.ll med-cap was held at the villaGe of: 
Lai '2, Co duriDg wh:'ch 110 people were' treated. 

J.". Visi ts hfi~!e been r.:ade to all V.le village and hmnlet 
'..::':i.efs in tt:"J 3attal:ton:.> 11.0" The purpose of the visits 1rms to 

:E8 Hha'G grievances anj problems the S-5 sf'jction could render 
"~.f L ~;.2t~.11.~e inn-. 

e.. Dur1.ug this reporting p9~:>iod many incidents occurred 
:.:;( :~d.:;:·i:")g an inves tiga. t:i.on", In so::ue cases a sola tit;nJ. p8.yment was 
;j, . ." £,.f tsr a thorough inves~;igation of the reported incident. 

) .r~y'9"~.?~.?gical Oper:~t.ions.. The Battalion has made various 
I, "~.i.e-',j c..ro}:·s 8.nd 8.0r:Lc:.l b.,:,oadcasts \"j,th the If-IA/VC being the 

J ••• ~ •• :'I.''''.f l;ax'§s.(=1·;.~,:,. 

Theso PlaneD ('IIi11 Des troy You 

Rally Instructionn 

y.:JU are J:oc3:i.V0d. Dy your Leaders 

Defect 0: .. " Di-, 

The vlar may 10.s t "0 Years 

l~re You Sick or thunded 

}YV'A SolrJie.-:'3 look dO'Nn on You 

-12-

r .~ 
1 i:\ (. 

l.~''-~,c: 

.~. '-"'---1 
• /:';:f4. ~ .~ i 
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FrorAI C.,..nd1rlg ott1 .. r 
,"0: CorapaD1 •• E and 11 

FRA.G ORDER 12-68 

1. SrrUA'tIOJ 

... A rein1."Ol"Cins en~ un! t of u.nknotm a1d 1. pre •• t1l 
elJSas1n& Co H, 31S, vicini'" A'f868901. 

b. Second Battalion. F1tth Mar1Dla Cor-.net Qrooup aD4 Co E 
(Rein). 

(1) Co M .. tt&c~4 Wben oCllm1an4 aDd 4onll'Ol can be .u..tacl. 
(2) Co £ attMh BS!" -DS1n •• l'a atl4lat Plat. CO' B. 

2. KlSSIOX 

Conal'lt.ut. .. reaction toree '0 Join torj .. ld.t.h Co M. 31S 
and oantJ.mt.e 1iM attack to 4eavOJ ..., ~"onnel, poalt10Da 
aDd _twl&:U. 

3. BXiCUTIOl 

a. Seocm4 Batt all em. FIfth Marine. an4 CQ B (Boin) .,.... _ 
_ ~ the at'II4Jc v101ll1'7 A'1'aiS901 y1& 1»lo11t' GIl 09140Qa 
Ha7 1968. 

b.. & .. 0Il4 Battallton, 5th .Marlnu CODA.'" Group IIOY ..... cU.ft.t.ct 
b7 lw.l1oopte1" 1 •• lInc pl.&D to LZ and d.1het attack to JJ.U: 
up 1I1th Co M, 315. u.~ control or 00 M "A ......,. &Dd. 
control 1 •• :.toow4. 

fh co B lID.. ... dJ.r.eo ted b: bell.opt. It-dina plan to LZ and. 
(1Il oNe%' OCIDRC. attaok to .1'tect l1nk \\p 14 \b. Co M. 

4. !tOY 'AS PlY-
1. Loa41:Ds SIte - Phu Loo FIre Bu., ZC016988 
2. 1,0&4111& 1laD - Co X, toll0we4 bJ CO'nIDaDfl Qroup, 

b7 lat nat. Co B. 
). tz - At8S)9S0 - ~ , 

tol.l.ow4 

4- 'rOD - 091400R *1 1968 J --. 

) _ft1~~~SSDF'[£[j] - r 

f 
",.... --

-.. -----"""-----.;.--: .. --
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.,is,,,,, 
4. Al)KllllS'rRA'I'r'l£ Alil) LOOlS!ICS 

a. PMk rat10na to/: , 4ap. 

b. RM\l.Pp17 'D7 .bIl1copter. 

c. euual',. a ... uatlon br helloop,*-. 

S. COl-tt..uD AIm COl-" .. "1UNICA.'fIONS.-£LEcntO'RlCS 
~ 

... 00 M. lIS. oall alp 1. s ... u...M.ilat. Wlll.a. up on 
aattellOil 'lAC vban c<n'8D4 an4 conVol 18 errected Q' 
tb.e OCllmlnd ••• 

b. Noraal 

.i.; c. CHAAfHAH JR. 
Lieutenant 00101:W1. U'. S. Mar1Dla Corp. 

C....sSnc 
O"lCULI 
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2n.Q.- Battalion, 5th fltaes 8-3 

JOURNAL 

Date 1 ¥~y~~.8~ ______ ~ ____ __ 
~OOH 012400H 

(D'I'G) FRON TO ._--------_. __ .•... _ .. __ .. - ... ;. 

DTG SER NO. ORG 
i 

INC IDEl'fTS I 
. l . . ,,-_ ..... _.. . --- .... ---.... --.--....... ------.... --... - .... -.- -'--1 

.omoll .... 
0456 

1.... ~ .... -S.-J-.... : . -.New ... Jornal .. ~pene.d-._ .. ____ . _______ l 
2. ' S-3 . 6 ,Hr. Sit. Rep. sent 

Q~17 3: Eng . Road sweep begins i 
,. ........... . .. -.... ....... --.-l-... _- ... -" ...... --- ................. ,.- -......... "" "-'-' _ ..... -......... _ .... _ .. - ...... -.... ' .. ,_ ..... _ ...... -----... -- ... --,. '. J. 

'0833 4 IE; All night activities secured 
..... . .,... ... ............... .. L. .. ' ............. '" _; ....... _ .. ' ._ .. _ ............. _ ... .:.. ........ _ .. ' .. '.'_ ........................... ~_. __ . __ ........... " ........ _. __ .... . 

OB55 ;;! Eng , Road sweep in TAOH completed , 
iii r" ... -. ...... .. .. - .. -:. ..., .............. '.......... -. .. .. _ .... -.. -..... _. . ........ ,,- .. - .. - ............. -.-.... ----......... '" .... , 

6 ; F i All night activities secured 
. ...! "._ .. _._.".''' ....... ,+.. ._ ......... " ............. - ................ _ ........ -........... __ .... . ............. _- .... -.. --.-.-.~ 

7 F 1 F3C at CKPT# 1 (ZC157997) 1 
; , I 

.. _ ..... ,-' ............ _-_ .. - -~ ,.' ............ " .... , ................. " .... _' .... _", ...... - .... , .. _._ ... ' ... ---_ .. "----_.- -! 
1031 B! F . FJA at zC15B999" F3B at zC154995 1 

:. - .. ~ .... ,--. ,~-.-.-.. ,i.._-~.--- .. - .+.--~ ... --.. ~,---- ... -,-...--.- .. -_. __ .... ,.~~ __ ,,_ ._ .. __ .... 
1100.. 9 i F ~ F3B at zC143000 ! 

1105· __ 10j-~~:L:~3A~~:-:~i~S9~~~-=-~==-===_~r 
• i ~~~: : ....•. -2t;~~1~-:;:~~i-~~~;~~~~~t -=·- __ .-=_~ __ :_11 

130,()}!~ .. __ 1~J. F .. L .. ~3A ... ~t.ZD~:_0~~4 .. _ .... .......... _ .... _____ " .. ___ ..... .. 
1350 15 I E CO. E (-) at ZC10.1951 

.... -_ .... _-_._--,-'- - .+. __ .,------ ._.,,_ .. , ... - ..... ,," .... - , ... 
1645: 16 i S-3 : Planned Ops. Summary sent .-' .. ': .. _. -..... " ...... -·· .. · .. i·· .. -...... · .. ·--· .. ···-l .. · .... -·-···-·---.. " .. ,-'----·-........ _----_ .... _ .... _-_.' 
1700 17 I S-3 I 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent 

.......... -.... ----:--.--........... - ...... -.. t----.--..... -... ,··· .. t"---.. · .... -· .. --·--· .. --·-.. ----·-----

1939) 18 i E 1 Co. E (-) &t ZC109949 
.. ~ ... .;.-- ................. , .+ .. _ ..... -- ... , ..... j .. "' ...... ' .. , ......... ' ...... '_ ....... , ... _ ...... -..... ' ........ '--_ .. _ •. 

091B· 

1013 

2047 19 iF'! All night activitiy set in 
' .. , "''''-.. , ... · .... i., .. ............... _.J ........ ___ .............. "_,, .. , .......... , ................. " .. ____ .... ____ ... '_ .... _ ................... _ ..... _. ___ . 

2::10B, 20 I H j All night activities set in 
.. " ... "'" . ' ...... "" . ··1 ...... _ ...... " ....... J ...... - ............ ..... . ...... " .. - .............. " .................... _._._-_ .... .. 
2245; 2l! B-3 : 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent 

. I . 
. " .... ¥.-~ ... ~"~.~ ...... ,-,.-. ............ t--_ .. ,._- ,-.. ,-..... -.~ ........... ,- .. ,,_ .. -.,- .. _-" ..... '-'-.-.. -~., ...... " . ., ""'''-----' .. - ... "" .............. __ .'_ ..... _-, ... __ .. _ ......... . 

'. ' I j 
; I I I . 
L .. _ "'-.¥ .• "---.'-~'-""""7 ._ ... - •. __ .. __ ..•.. - "~;.- .• ---... ---t-----...... -.--~-.-.-' .. ----'-... ~.~---..... ~-.. -.---~--

i j 
I 
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2nq Battalion, 5th Y~es S-3 

JOURNAL 

Da te 2? Mat- '~81....-____ ""-____ 

(DTG) FRON Q20001 H TO Q22u.OQH 

- -'DTG SER J:W. ORG 

1 1 3-3 New Journal opened 
'" OcrOl' -., 

, . 
. - .. -~----f--' p. '.'- " •• - R'_' --,. •• -.---••• - ,,"._._-- ."-'_. ~--~ •• --.--~ ~-.- •• -~.---•• ----------~--, ,-•• -.~-.-~ •• --- "---. 

::-- -. ··----!-t-t3_·-~--~E~~:~~l:~E~:~:~E:~~:~e __ ~~ 
r'" ................ _ .. -: .. - ...... -..... ............ . . ... ----......... --..... -.. - ............... - .. - ... ----............ 1 

.5 ; Eng j R(!I} ad sweep began I 
! t { 0825 6['- .~~~- .. - !·····-R~~~d··;~~~p·-·i~--·TAOR;;;pi~t~d--- .... _- ... _-_ .. , 

..... _ ...... ,,_ .... -.-••. ~-.-•.. -j'" ......... -_._-._ ......... _ .... . ... _____ .. __ ..... _____ _-1 
08.58 : 7; F F3C at ZC147993 I 

.. _ •. _.r' _____ ."_.~_ •• '~ ___ • ___ ~~._ ...... -.¥ ___ .• ______ .~~. ____ ~ ...• _. _. __ ~ ... _____________ ~ _____ ._ i 

0945 8 t F . F3B at ZC154985 , 
. . ........ ······i........ " .............. --t· '-' ---- ... -.. ...-_. __ . '- _.- ._ ....... - ......... -_._- --.... - .. - - --.. ··_·_· ... ··-t· .. 

1010 9 i F i F3A at ZC137987 I 
~ .... _ ................. 1' .... -....... - ... L.._ ........ ~ .. _. ____ ... _ .. _ ..... _ ...... - ................ -.... __ .-_ ........ ---· .... ··-·-·---·i 

.~:~!; ..:-~~ -:-- :-3+ :3~:;i~~5::~ ;~~t-- -~-- ---1 
1200 1 ~;- ~ .... -~:-}·~~"l·~ .. -"'~'p~-;i~"~~~~~t;" F3A,F3B-;~d F)CP- at 'iclt6993, 

.. -* . ..1 '*,l F3C -~t-zDi0oo7~ .. El .. ·~t-zcio497·5~·~d-t 
Ii ............................. -......... _.......... ._ ........... -.......... _ .. 

'* I '* ; H3 at ZC163996 • 
.... -·· ..... -----j-.. ·----t------.. ---.. - ......... ·----.. ,:.. ...... --·,,· .............. . 

1341 13 I Ft1J4.t.: F2C at ZD154021 

~OO' ..... -..... ~4-I-- .. ··;· ·;t¢ ... t;V-ii-.. F2c· .. -~t-.. zDJ .. 5902i-··-.. --.. ·-·-
. . ............. _.-r-. __ ....... · .. --.. ··· ... ··t----.... ·-·-· .. · .. t·----.. · .. -··-·--·---.. -------... -----

1521; 15 IE) Co. E (-) and E2 join up at ZC954106 
-, .~,.~ -~-..... - .. -., -" .... ,-" .. -..... ,' .. -, ···t,,··_· ~ ... " ...... -, . ,". "'-~"" . . ..... -' ........ ~.-- .. -.-... ,. ---...::. -" .. ~ ..... ~.~ ......... , .~.-., .. - .--.-.... ,----

0720 

j .. 
1714, '. 16! S-3 : 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent 

;~~~;- ~·1 if -•.. ~ .-: -J --~il-~i;t~~ti~iti~;-~~~i~~=_~=-t 
.2~~1+ ......... _.~}_s. .. + ___ ~:~ .. __ ~ ... _. ___ ~ __ ~.r a ... _ ~ .. ~~.-.. ~~~.~--~~~~ ..... -.----... -------.... -i ... 
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~".'~"~_ =l~ .. .j..,: .. ?"!, i <,t:.~ .::"-.1': ~'::,·:'}"·:·· .. rE:1 

lSi; 1:·:~·~)~i;.:.I,." L<I"J:ls~· .. 0·~~J. (j<,. .. :.:~.n) F}::.;: 
FPO San l:'ll"l!:!r,i:,c()~, Gal:L:'\..'rrJ.a 96602 

3/K1'l...D/ jds 
3480 
3 June 1968 

f:r:'C,H': C!OT"JJ:I1~.n,ding Officer 
I}.'I); Cornrrmnding OffiQ~r:l 5th ·r1a.rin'9s. 

~\rL0 j ~ Combat Opera.tions After Ac tion P.e:o,')rt. Opera.tion HOUSTON 

Ref: ~[aps: Vietnam 1~50,OOO AlviS SP-,:n.i8!! L7014 Sheets 6541 I, 
II; III and IV; Sheets 66L[.l In: and IV 

.0:>:) . 11:l'~ J"IarDiv .OpO:· 301-68 . 
~c}' St:t.l

, lil's:rines: QpQ ,301-68. , 
;:'l.) Sth 1\B.!"i~e3 AdrflinO 301-68 
(<'''') .:,;th l'ljcr-irle3 Frag Orders to OpO 301-68 

0'7~r'.~ f.' y. #"1 _ \ oJ •• • _ •• :A. " 

...... , ... ,:'\"i')" ''*\''"i"'r C , ... 
. \,.:, .... .I. u..y. 1t c... 

Ope~t'atlon H~oUS'TON 

.. I." .' . 
]-'11.1]. J.Joc District; Thu,a Thien Province, Republic of 

2:J.d. 3n (Rein), 5th Harines Ltc 01 E .. c~, CHEATIDU"1 JR" 

Co E, 2/5 

Co -:-,' ... f; 2/5 

00 Gs ;-:/5 
Co H~ 2/5 
Co M, 3/'; 
H&S Co) 2/5 

OlOCO: .. H-101200H 11a~68 
1~>l200H-181200H May68 

. IFJ12f<m-312400H IYIay68 
01COG1H .. 071200Il 1'1a168 
071200li-3124aOE eay68 
OlCDGlS-3124COE l1ay6e 

. OJ.OCOIH";Jl2hoOH !!Ia~T68 

.11l4QOH-16082OH May68 
010C01H~06120CH HA.y68 

. 061200H-312400H ,l\le.y68 
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Cap'!; J. 'J. NORTON 
2ndLt P.. R.. lvrcC ONNELL 
Capt J. J. NORTON. 
Capt 1'1. P. D01JJNS . 
lstL'.:. a. ltJ. FULFORD 
lstL~ D. A .. DOVE 
Capt G. D. HENDRICKSON 
C;a,\t F .D. PACENNO· . . 
1:..: tLt A. A. DOrur.e ... <\CH 
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2nd En, 5th Har-:U16S 

'H&S Co 
Co E 
Co F 
Co G 
Co H 
Dot.\> HST; l_st Shore Party Bn 
Det", 2nd Plat, 00 B, 1st Engr Bn 

U) DL:·ect support for the Battalion during Operation 
:tI()TJ,;}'rCrT "Ims p:(,Oi·:~ded by Bat~;Gry E, 2nd Battalion, 11th Narines 
f~iJrl. }3i1C t '2ry J3J) Is t B2.ttalion, II th Marines 0 

(2) Additional fh'e support .for the operation was received 
_.}. ".: B8::~~S:;''''Y :'!, 2Ld P.a.tt"l.1ion~ 13th IViarines;. Battery}), 2nd 
.c:.".i_l:~,,:J,:;_:·:;,·.;1 :.:.:~ .:'1 :'.>,.:drJ.e3; :jattf...:cy F, 2nd 3attalion, 11th l1arines; e 
'r'.a·:;·(:~:;:J ;:'~:> Lt;,;: .. i.:L'1.ttal:1.on, lJ.tt ... Earines, and the USB Horth Bay • 

. 'J ) 

. -' 

Co.', \;!:'len the D8 .. ~talionrs AO ~ras expanded to the east, 
:C:'Ol:tti;;';"~"c 1,::~: Ea-:-;talion, 11th Marines displaced to AT870997 to 
j:'~:(!-;::.\iG ':. ""')6[0; h.c"l continuous .fire support .for the operation. 

c!·) .,1:>."0 Da-:;i::;~~ry E, 2nc .. B8.U~c:,:'.::.on:. 11"..:.h ~arines 
,-;c.,G'::'i):;,'J',j.>' fnn-5;':-r" e .. l.rect 3upport for the Hest-ern sector of the 
Ba tt;al.i. (F:! ::; A () • 

(1) Op9rn.tioni~ in t~J.e jUl'lgle cp..no}JY re~emphas iz ed the 
necd f':,rr !i'jICAjl;'A~; (,!l..h':'.)~.:'r~;:,!:c Ihe extre..ne J.5.rni+ of visibility 

l-J'9.8 SO ·;"'~":·OJ.'8 b1~:'i; nc:'!J'. __ ..I-;,' ,; '"J8 -t:'·har, 20 tt1e'~E':;~s Lilf.king the control 
of strike qircrar~ 6i~fjou:~( 

<:.) ':!.'bs ~J.'3(;C:':(i~' .:'li:":~,i~?:e.te J:i'~vI fre'l".-'.enc"T .for the Battalion 
- - . u 

and COmpd'0J.'3~1 -::C~ ope:pD.:;) ser8.rate .from the Regimental TACP Local 
wi th iCB high t:""G.r..~{iCn:-L;:' ·:,1J.:r.'cca:fJ

.;; traf.fic was 8,;'Sa.~,n demonstrated ... 
Radio cC'lmtlunicatioES i:.~ th0 ,~a;.~_g':"') canary is extr'drnely l.:'.J.?,.,,:,el-iable 
when using 11.O,-292 Y8 and wh(,:r;. e'cl't:'!lg a5.1"bor;:1.0 signals ape,-prrE3 , 

~~~\'@t~\ • t· 
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·7. Intelligence: 

a.B:nemy units in the AO 0.t.;.rinfl I'~::'3 as carried by S"2, 5th 
,Marines an9. G-2, Task. Force X-Ray includ.ed the 4thNVA Regimental " 
'He'adquarters, the lC4B Battalion and othar unidentified units. Their 
primary mission was to interdict Highway #1 and tohar~ss friendly 
movement and installations., 

b.. Two Chieu Hoi reports receivod . along with se.veral ARVN 
agent,sources revealed the location of the K5 Battalion to be at 
zC'147937. ,Betw€,)en 6 and 14 Jl1ay the enemy. (probable units of the 
4th NVA Regiment) initiated mortar and RPGattacks on the Phu Loc 
Fire Base .and PhuLoc District.Headquarters •. On IS Nay,CI report~ 
ed the location of the K6 and K9 Battalions at AU8004.. Towards 
the end'ofHay there was ,a noted increase in the number of home 
made box type mine incidents to the west of Phu Gia Pass. Company 
G'SP9sition along Highway #1 in Hai Van Pass, bore witness to, in
creased, Overt militarY ,'tactics used by the enemYe' Chinese Communist 
elay.nore'minesdetonatedfromthe banks of the road, harassment 
f'rom .small aI'".L.l1s.,.fire,and.sllrprise explosive devices positioned 
along the enemy 1s routes of egress were indicitive of these tactics. 
In Company F 1s area of operations, much of the enemy's activities 
centered around the, rice harvesta..n.d.his attempts to collect and' 
transport rice, to his base areas .. 

c. The villagers of Lang Co (H)'hav~p!'ovided, information: 
Which has led IViarines to the .. ' disccvery of s,evel~al surprise ex
:plosive devices ~ 'and of particular irnpo!'t;A..nce, a, downed U. s. -Army 
helicopter believed to ""have been los t during the enemy I s lunar 
offensive. 

d.· From 9-i6 Nay the' Batta:J,ion condu.J ';;00., c:cer~.t:i,ons in the 
vicini ty of AT8790, AT8789, AT8B89 an d A'r5888. A sea,:""'3h of the 
enemy base area by companies E and 1"1 revea1en 5 mess halls and 35 
billeting faeili ties. The medical facilit:i.'3s found il1.'~luded two 
dispensaries and two wards capable of acc~cdating80 persons. In 
addition large quantities o.ff'ood, munitions and documents were 
uncovered. All documents and weapons were ·.forwarded to Hegimental 
S-2. All dwellings, munitions. ani quantit:Leu of'. food \"rere destroy
ed. Consistant URS reports reveajed that e~omy units subsequently 
returned to the above area upon tho departure of l.'riendly units •. 

e. The terrain in the AO o.ffors the enemy excellent cover 
' .. -and concealment due to the thick secondary undergrowth and tall. 

canopy., Avenues of apQ:A."D.ach'e.re' usually lirlli ted to well used trails 
or wood ,cutter's paths; othe!"\·~ise,. the rate 0.":' march is greatly· 
reduced. The weather for Nay waD gener,::.lly hot and humid, with 
occasional afternoon thundel> sho~'~".lrs and nlghtly winds of 5-10 
k.."lots ,prevailed j from the east ana. southeast ... 
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8:.. l"'1issi~n: .Prov~_(:_e securL :~y for thE> l<';~ ~;,y protecting Route #1 
and supporting bric.g9s ~ cu:~ V8:'-:;Z (lna. 1>3.": ,·<;':3; ~u~)p')rt and protect 
friendly ins tallations A' url,"~t;:3;, cC'!.l".Tc:;r.;. :""')8.d repair parties and 
conduct offensive operation.;::.. to destroy er..erny forcesjl materials, 

. poei tions and to deny the eneIr,] access to the rice harvest of the 
local populace. 

9. Concept of Operatio!!!!: 

a .. Until 17 Hay, the COIolmand Post of 2nd Battalion, 5th'Narines 
was located at, Cao Doi tunnel ·(ZD054026). The Battalion's primary 
mission Has to protect the t'ISR and had a secondary mission of 
conducting rice denial operations. These missions were accomplish
ed by c01.ubat patrols and aggressive small unit ambushes. The 
Companies were st:.:-ategically located in the Battalion AO to afford 
max:'ml.illl ·U ti1iza tion of forces in defense of key terrain features ~ 
Companies .. ere located as follows: Company E at Phu Loc Fire Base, 
Ccmpany f:' at NuClc Ngot Bridge En d Company H at Cao D0i, tunnel and 
the HCB Rock Crusher. Company G was under the operational control 
of 7th I"Iarin0s during the first half of the month. See Enclosure 
(1 ) It 

.bo:. 0::1 17 JYlay 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines assUll1ed control of _ 
a new Battalion AO (See Enclosur"3 (2)" 'rhe relief in place of -
3rd Battalion.51 5th IViarines had Company H e.ssuming the AO of Company 
I in the Thua Luu Bridge areal/ Company E dssumi.ng the kO of Company 
K at the Lang Co Bridge 1 Company G, returned on 15 IvIay 'so operation":' 
al control of 2nd battalion, 5th Harines ~ assuroing the AO of the 
3rd Battalion's CO.lllmand Post area in Hai Va.'1. Pass and Company F 
remaining in place. The Battalion CaT~and Post was located atop 
Phu Gia Pass. vIi th the miss ion of protec ting the !.J:SR, key brid.ges 
and culverts the· Battalion 8!'1.ployed ag5res ,Jl.'Ve ~,'f.'Il3.ll '.1ni t combat 
pa troIs 1 OP I S 2_nd 8111bushe3 .. , 

10. E.'Kocution: 

On 1 Hay, Company E began a Search and Clear operation of 
4 days duration to the r~outheast of .i?hu Loc Fire Base (vicinity 
zc075966) as part of' Qr''1;_~2.;-:;:OTl -:{:Y.:3TON. Tl-"8 Ccr:rpany operation 
r8sulted ~_n 8 INA/VC K.:..J'.(CO~F\ ar.,,:!. the C8.p·:~u!"e cf 't'leapons and equip
ment as well as the u.es trucc:;.:::1. C/i.' an enem:! base c;arnp. 

At 03l235H, A. 8 qm1.0. rlr.l-r.".~.:::,::::,. f'i~'am Compal1.] R, lit ZC117953., observed ~ 
1 iNA mov5_ng to the nor-:;hHOi;; t ~ The squad fired 20 rounds each o:f ..... 
STIl2.1l arms and automab.c we{2pon~ fire. Results: 1 l'NA KIA(CONF} 
and the capture of' 1 AE:>!-I-7!) 1 Ch5.(!om grenacie r 3 full magazines (AK-
1.~7 i. 1 medical kit, 1 ponch~'j:; 1 Ga::-tridge 'belt, 1 ~~p_Q.uch~""1 

Gnd a pair of sandIes", \ rJ'100©~~~~~~u e 
·-4- ~ ~ ,--*",,-,,,. ). :~~. ......... 
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. At O)1510h, a sqi.:'s.J. e.H'n~f-4:1. f'rom C:~· .. ,::~r'; Tf Es a.t ZCl15957.9 observeC!r 
tD:'-15 enemy in the vicinity ("'of '7Cll,~.a .. ::;:.; ·d1.0 :Jq'lad fired 200 rounds: 
small a.rms fire and. called ::: .. ':! a.£,tilJ,;;- S· ~T.lission on the enemy 
position. The enemy fled i'(: the nOI'th wh:l.le r.eturning small arms 
fi~e and grena.des .. The squQc' physically pursued the e:o.emyuntil 
co~ta.ct was broken. Result:::: 6 US1IW ilHA(EVAC) and.3 rNA KIA(CONF). 
At 0.31540H, while in pursuit, the squad found a platoon base' camp 
at ZCl139S9. A search of the area d~.sclosed several bodies and a 
B-40 Rocket Launchero. Results: 1 USl-'iC .tC.1A.,. 1 USMC WIA(EVAC), 7 
J::TVA/VC KIA(CONF) and the. ca,pture of a B-40 Rocket Launcher. 

At GS0525H: a squad from GompanyH acting as security for 
e.:':'ti'llery. at.ZDOl6024, received 40 rounds of 82mrn mortar fire from 
thev"5c5nity of ZD009006 and ZDOl2006.. Counter-mortar fire of 90 
l.'ounds 4.2" and 100 rounds 81Illm mortars was· called, and a patrol 
YTb.S· s/ilnt to search the area" Results·: 1 USl"IC WIA (EVAC). 

At. C71900E~ u squad frorr. Company H, in Ii defensive position 
at i~D016024il reCE! i ved45-50 rounds of 82rarn. mortar fi:':'e 4 Counter
m<)j:·t8.1~ tire lJonsis1;ingof 95 rounds Blmrn, mortar HE Eln.d 75 rounds 
lCSIy;rrl artillery HE was returned on two suspected enemy sites at 
ZDoo5013 and ZD014012. At dawn, a sefl.rch of the areas produced 
negfl..tj.-ve reflults" . 

. on 9 Hay 19G8, 2nd 'Batt,s'lion" 5th Narines began a 7 day Search 
and Glear operation, inre:lief o.t Company N~ 3rd Battalion" 5th 
ltifar:1.:1/,)G c ' The BD.ttalion COlilluan4 Group with Company E moved through 
dense canopy fer 3 days to r0<'J.ch. Company H at AT869907" At ll1400H 
Compa.ny 1'1 was placed under· the operational control· of 2nd Battalion; 
5th .N8..rines. At 12121SH, the 1st Platoon of ComFany E was placed 
under the operational control of COl1lpany }1: 8,;1.d.fo'!' the next three 
days all t.mi .. :;s searched thG vic ini ty of 1:.. 'J:c\',:99C':'. des troying enemy 
shel tCi."S f),::"J.d capturing large quanti ties of ::n'IllS t ammuni ticn an d 
suppl:i.GB" After a two day HI:.lk out c.r the 'hilJ.2 l' Company M was 
ratuX'DP:' to the opera tiona~l control of i ts ~lar'8!'.:; unit at 160820H~ 
At the 9£!.me tble 1st Platoon of Company E retuL:.1ed to the operation"; 
al control C'f its parer .. t unit.. To strengthen Battalion forces in . 

. tho AO,.- at the start 0/ the operation, the. 3rd Platoon of Company 
J), 1st B2.tta!.ior'.,9 5th /1:".1:': .. ':1.88 ·i-Jaa placeo. u::1c1.er the operational 
contZ'ol 0"\ ~nd B?J.ti·.a].~.,.:.;.l!, .<'I:iJ Ma:~:'i,nes untj:~:. J.60})OH when the 
C ~·' ,",', . .,.,.- "t' C .. ~, ··_""·,,,,,t .. ·..,- d (1JJI18:r~O.· ,,:r~. ,I_P tJl. 1'1 ,J'.I<j.' i:L.J..'j ,~~, .!. J ._ •• ,. ne .. 

At 09?OCOHI' 11 pla':~oo;,l p'.r..tnsh :,:'rOl1l Company F" at zCl56995, ob
seJ;'iTe:i 10,)-1:)0 Vo raolJJ.I'l..g s(".~t;h ,at 2C165998. The platoon manuevered 
to the south to set up abl'.)ckingposition, while calling in ar;" 
tillery fl.i1.r1. BJ.mm llJ.nrtar fir·3 em ~:n_emy routes of egress to the north. 
Af'ter .';\f:Jttine.; in £I.n Brubus!1. h.·;:; Z~~J60996 ~ 3 va were observed at 

ZC16!.i98n ilnd fixoed a.t~ Rei:;:D.'~1. .f:.re was roceived from a force of 
. approxi.mately 1.5 va. \'Ii th tho aid of illurrli,nation ll a searc of 
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the area was cond ... l(; ':Jo;1" 
capture of 1 lVi-l C2.!"'oj.n:.:: 

F>' ; \:.}. t;s ; 3 L!.e· '.':; .KIA (C OlifF) and the 
8.'.~(::' ~!l:.~',;ell[,.}y'.: '.:,~j equipment and riee bags. 

At lOl025H, a Coolpnny P platoon patro: w~s searching an area 
of' the previous night's contD.c~ in the vJ.cinity of ZC175996. A 
Vietnamese male came dovm.a :Oill lvuving a white flag. After in
'i~errogation it vJaS determined the man was a VC wishing to become 
a "Chieu Hoi" •. Results: 1 "Chieu Hoi". 

Dur:ln,s the morning of' 11 Hay, on two occassions Battery £3 
2nd Battalion, 11th Marines and a Company H security platoon, 
located a~; ZO::;079984, received 6Omm. mortar fire,. At 110130H, 15 
.;·.'()U!1C\.S Wt;'!'·:') ::>oce i ved and at 1102SSH, another 22 rounds were re
!8iYGd. Battery E fi:r'edd:i.rect and indirect ccunter-mortar fire 
on the f~,J.l('wing Sl1.8peC ted enemy sites: ZC09.3998!1 ZC084 982 9 Z,C. 
(:0397S3 ?c085976)l ZC090977 So ZDI08006 3 ZC094981!1 ZC083997, ZC09096S 
and ZCO:":,~;9T7 (I nesults: 9 USHC WIA(.B;VAC) and 12 USNC -WJ.A:(l'WN-EVAC). 

/\.t ~_~~~;.005H~ a squn.J. combat patrol fX'om C()m~tmy F lJ'lS hit by 
f.:.:;C.mtr.l.:1J:1d. detonated claymore-type mine at ZC171984".. An LZ was 
S6·~,;:r:er1. and a search of the area conduct with negative results. 
}: () os ',:J. t::~ g 4 USjV~G '01[11;. (EV AC) ~ 

.A. t .. i'?06~SH, 8. Harine from I-I&S Company f01md a lean-to bunker 
at AT[l6BS'0.5.-. The '3nemy bunker contained 76 B--lt0 rocket J.">ounds, 
3 ca::'0[1 C·f.' A.K.-L:.7 roounds, 90 Ibs of unknmm type plasti': explosive 
anj ~.r.;;.io.rt0d :.2·,') :~er rl!uni tions. All muni t:i.ons were des t:>.:'oyed. 

1\+. :.L2092SH;; a Compan~T F platoon combat patrol WEcS hit by a 
corul)a.r~d dfd;o'l3.ted claymore-type mine at ZC151988 .. .At the same 
m(>;1lG::J.1~., t.~o ra.t!":)l received. 2 rounds of 82J:'ll1l :::110':t.ar fire Ok The 
pla.{:;·J~:<':. e?.~j~:.c:cl ::1.n 60 j.'o1.J.ncl~'~ H:.k~ l05m.:m artilt2ry on suspec ted enemy 
IQGj;'·;:-.'n' ;:;:'LtC'l Fl t ZC16~975 and ZC1669650 A r:;E;urch of the area un
C0781"'(:':'. a i'i'3(;ond ':!l.ayrl~l)re··typ.::; mine which was destroyed in place. 
R88U};>.!~ 1 H:''.),HC KIA an.d 2 l.TT::C 1fnA(SVAC)~ 

At :-'-.2.-;"Q;,OH~ a 
s'Jd :1.3 188.n~t;r:;; is, 
m8i;€)'D :1.11. ler..g~h" 

R3S';.1.:!.t..:~ ~ (t::'..c tor;. 

platc;')n i'l"om Co:mpa.,''lY J:!; f'ound 13 enemy shelters 
at A~lC68906, w5. th bomb8hel ters and 1 turmel 30 

Tl:..) ':,:;:~.:'.l(,. ';~ures "tIere s80..rched then des troyed. 
of ~c'~.,;e~ ';' ChiCuTl grenad(;.:o and various documents 

L'~' ~.?~ . .'.'-:~;.H, 0oru:pany .1'1, 3rc'.. B8..ttalion~ 5th Harines was attack
ing :::r:jC~~;.c .1outh whe~'l it received. sniper fire from the vicinity 
ur' 1:.1' ()6(Y':;07 • Tb.e Corr;.p'lIq returned fire with small arras and auto
rr:.?,:::.~ vw .. ':"~"lO:':lS anJ s8arc:hed '.;.b." er.erI1Y- position.. The Company found 
J.!. NVA'/VC K1J~.) 300 :;.""'oun.o.S oi" "':.S:-L~! ,-..:.nmun.:. tJOJ:1; 20 assorted ChiCoIil 
gT'AYl ,;;.c:.:;r, ~ :1 ')0 pounds of rico b.nd assorted equip:ment plus a mess 
hDl:',:fo:;.~.2.S··30 mon. The moss ar3a , equipment antl':rnuuitions we 
des ~royed:'" 

.:. 
'F" 
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· At. 121100H, a p'.atc':;u frGJl 'Jompar.:,- F j.C·t' ,') f-u,eeping a ridg~ line 
B/69 r \.. it .~. ""T' " 2') r'Jund'" .... :1.. snJ.per in the vicinity ofl-'.T(t.: l) .",.'J:-'~'l.:'" ::.:r;,:,,~ ..... .. ;. '.' t to 

864 
r:: m t ........ ,' '·mall r.,-,,,,,,,",/au OIDa ~c. 

,: 'fir,efrorn AT 90;:.;>" .J.l18 1='.[. (.,o~ .'? .,:~~_ .... _ ,'-, ··on~ Results·.'l 
Hoe-pons fire and swept t~ ... L •• I.~._ ~-""": ~~d.,-_~·b"" . L, • 

USl'IC KIA. 
, a"' a platoon i'rom CompallV No> 3rd Battalion, 5th 

At 12'1" "'. " , 
... iJund· a arms cacho !:'.t A'I869904. The cache conta.ined 800 

H~riririg caps with i'uzes, 700 non··elee trical' blaB tingcaps and 100 
:tet oi' detonating cord. All were destroyed by engineers. 

· At l2l340H, Company E i'ound:'another munitions cache at AT867905 
containing 36 B-40 rocket rounds" 2' IT.S.· OlayrilOre mines and a bag 
of AK-47 rounds.. All ordnance was destroyed. in place. 

At 121420H, a platoon from Company lYf, 3rd Battalion, 5th l\l[arines 
i'OU"lJ.d two shelters at AT867906. 'A sea.rch of the shelters uncovered 
B d:-:ourn magazines of RPD ammunition, ),00-400 rounds of AK-47 al11IllUn
i"tion, 1 ton of rice, 100 pounds of noodles, rniscellaneous documents 
and maps. The ordnance and food were destroyed., 

· At 121535H" a Compa.ny 1"1 platoon i'ound an arms cache at AT869-
-.);)!~,,,, The cache' contained 1 82nun bipod~ J. K-44 and 2 3-40 Rocket 
Launchers... All weapons ~vere sent to Regimental 8-2. 

At 121645H, a CH-46 was 'evacuating wounded at the OP LZ, AT869-
·907, when it crl.:\shed on' take-off.,. No enemy fire 1tl6.S envolved. 
All 12 wounded"the 5 crewmen, classified equipment and armament 
were rescued or recovered. 

At l20700H~ a squad 'from OompanyB searching the vicinity of 
AT870905-i'oun d 1 PRC-25 radio, serial number #21054. The radio 
was turned into the Battalion CF and sent to 5th.Marines. 

At 131200H, Company H searching in the vicinity of AT870903 
f'otiIid a large NVA/vc ,harboring site.. The site contained 13 shelters ! __ 

3 mess areas, 2 t0ns cf: rice, various rrltUlitions, uniforms, docUlTients 
an.d the ·body of 1 enerey KIA. The 'structures, ordnance, rice and 
unii'orms· were destroyed v..rhile the documents w.ore sen:~ to Battalion 
f,',-2. 

At l3l2)OH, C~lpany E was at AT878902 conducting a Search and 
Clear' mission when it found 2 fl'esh graves contain,ing 2 NVA/vc KIA's( 
Rfi3ults: . 2 NVA/vc KIJI.{CONF) • 

. At 13'1645H, Company E i'ound an enemy storage area at AT870902. 
'T::16 storag'e area contained: 1 ten of rice, 350'pourids of salt, 
HIO pounds oi' beans, 100· pU.lnc-:'s of noodles, medical supplies, 
l.mi.('orms, va.rious ordnance arl('!. dccurnents. All=-S"~±-eS"-w-erEr~@s1roy-
eel and the documents sent to Battalion 8 ... 2 0 nnl1nrrun @ ~G.':r~n·:r D T 

. _;... lillli'\J l\dlbln1 t.Sk:) u L ,,~ :J 
7 , __ ~. .._ 
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At 131650Hs COl.'rJ.E'.I.Y.'lY 1:1 .f,)':;d. anoth~j:~ '-I.;:;:,i.,,;/ area at AT869906. 
Supplies found incle.dod ~ ~ ;;(:c: ~~'Jrn0_;3 .j /S.~·;:.'! .:umnuni tion9 20 
ChiCom grenades, 2 tons of '.'::'-::";1 ~" r,·:',:-'-.:;::o:s of TNT~ 2 dozen blasting 
capo and medical supplies", .hJ.l supp15.es 1Nel~B 0.estroyed .. 

At 141210Hj' Company 111 found 3 shelters wit~ bomb shelters and 
assortedlean-to's in the vicinity ofAT879893s .A search of the 
c.rea uncovered 1 SKS~ 1 W~S-36.9 39 B~40 rocket rounds, 300 pounds 
of- unknown type of plastic explosive, 200 pounds of Russian gun
powdp,r, 500 blasting caps, 800 AK-47 rounds, 4 ChiCom grenades 
!:md JO gallons offish oil. All shelters and ordnance "Jere des
troyed. The weapons were sent to Regimental 3-2 .. 

At 192030H, a Company G squad ambush at AT~39914, observed 2 
to 3 enemy at AT937912. The squad fired small arms and· grenades. 
~:~he0nemy returned small ar-ms fire but due to the thick vege.tation 
anf;,,1rch of the area could not be made until first light·. The 
:-;.80.:r:'0h produced r:.egath-e resnl ts .. 

. ,')n22 x1lay 1968~ Company F began a 1 day Search and Clear 
:)p8::'atioY.'l in the northern part of the Bat.talion A.O. Contact was 
:: :!.~::l-"G ,{~,th 3- NVL-l../VC K:::'A (GONF) and the capture of 1 N··l Carbine 
r.-J.u~~ aosorted td.litary supplies and dOCUIllsnts.. e 

" . At 22052SH} a sq ..... V''.d c01:!bat patrol fror:l Company H, at ZD19700.511 
\"':':'AC8lvf\Cl. 2. hend grenad.ec. The squad returned small arms fire and 

08.J.10d i:::. =1-2 r')u:1ds of lO;mm I-lli artillery ~ Results: J USMC illiA 
(BVAG j ~ 

At 2211~30E~ a squad combat patrol f~om Company F detonated a 
pres~J1..~:·e re~.0.ase ozplosi ve device at AUBo,5C49. The area was 
sea.;:chcd f'or other 0J<.pJ.cnive 0.evices and enemy presence with 
nega.t;j,'v6 l"o.~ul ts Q R812ui ts ~ 2 USHC KIli.. 

Ai; 2::200.5H, a COrl1i)8_ny F ulatoon 8~nbush at Au818046 observed 
6 VG moving t.o th0ir ;.'isht rlank at AU820047. The platoon fired 
':;>1a~~l 8.:'r.13 killing thX'<:;,-" oZ the enemy. The remainder of the VC 
:~'<1;~;uY-'ned i'i7.'e and Eled -:;):10 area -Co the northeas t. Resul ts ~ 3 
·:73H: '.vIA (EVAC) ~ 3 VC :G/\ ~C07'1F) and the capture of' 1 11-1 Carbine 
~):t'-1f, varicyus mili tal"'~T eq,uis'r,~".mt and assorted documents ... 

j~t 25:·Jj45H~ ['. ViE; c,:'::.f'-"!GE'S8 '·j:)o(l cut.ter discovered 2 B-40 rocket 
:;"Gl;tnc~f1 l·lgged. as booby t::-aps ltd. tr-:. trip wire II in the vicinity of 
11.1'902944... The hood Gutter ~roceeded to the Company E C0111lflaJ.1.d 
','0E) t!' A'; 885951.L,lI and aC.'l:l.3ed the unit of the location of tl1.e ex
·(]'caj.v€) (J.9vic0S .. A CO£1IJan;y E platoon sea:i:'ched the area and found 
tl.i.6 o:d.;:;:i.naJ. ti"ro rocket ro:;nJ.s plu;} a t~'l:'rd rigged v-lith a detonat-,,··· 
IDe; 'J:;~c;' a~.li TNT, detonatine CI.I~-vice" The rounds w~"'--destroyed·- .... 
. ]:J.a.ce and the "dood cut tor rewe:('ded () 
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At 25l910H, a CCi".llJ8.:::'~· .ti' platoon d'~.-'L'. ;.7.:3 position, ZD153010, 
observed .5 VC vJearL~J; clv~.).:'.m r.::.J_oth~JJ.S <:;:.'-:1. carr-yjng weapons move 
into a village at ZLJ 5+017, 'I'.:') J!la;~(,(:l :;' ol:::'ow·:.d the enemy and made 
contact. In the ensuing ac;:;:~on 1 VC WuS killed causing the other 
~. to break contact and. flee the area .. Results~ I VC KIA(COUF), 
4 detainees and the capture of I AK-47. 

At 252000H, a Compa.ny·H platoon, vicin:i.ty ZC190990~ was moving 
>J p.n ambush site when the unit received 6 hand grenades and 50 
1:'::nmds of slflall arms fire from an estimated 3-5 enemy located at 
Z~Jl9199l ~ The platoon returned fire causing the enemy to break 
,~2ntac·t.. fA. search of the area revealed I enemy KIA (CONF). 

At 281015H, an H&S Company fire team providing convoy security 
d.(-'Jtonsted a 50 pound box mine at ZD076009.. The truck was towed to 
If-,u Bai for repairs. Results: 2 USJVlC \rlIA (EVAfJ) • 

. ~t 290700H, a squad from Company G was moving to high ground 
.~i'L fJ',lPP07.'t of a Company from the 35th Engineers,U. S. Army. and at 
~,'. "~~ . ~~lmo .i\n unknown number of enemy detonated 6 ChiCom Claymore 

:11:1.1',· .. ·,3 at the squad e A sweep of the area revealed the mines had 
·r<;;·.,,· rletc::J.ated 5_n the vicinity of AT899957 .. Three undetonated 
.; L::.~,·.c.1C':r'6,·rni:~8s were fou~.d a.t "::;ha t POS). tion.. Results: 2 USMC KIA, 
;~ ~t:,HC l-cYIA (EVAC:) e.nlthe cap tu.re of 3 ChiC om Claymore mine s e-

At 3016:L5H.~ 9.. squad frem Company G or.. a conbat patrol at P1r
S,:rYj''7!.·7·; :·]:,t~e:(v·'C. 1+ enemy cHrrying demolition charges at AT902946. 
'::'Yi"":~lcU::' ~~:tl'()':i. ]00 rounds flmaJ.l arms fire and 1 LAA.\.J, killing 1 
oJ: the "m0lT!Y.. 'rhe enemy fled to the east~. dragging the dead body 
~'>1i tr.. +'hr))J:." A .::Jearch of the area revealed drag marks and assorted 
cq11:i.pment: ~J8.~'l fonnd", Results ~ 1 l'NA/VC. Kli..(CONF) and the capture 
01 T (,:i:dC ,):t:1. C layncore rein.e... a pair Of bias ting caps and various 
8.:r~-:I.'~le8 1:>:1' :i.othing" 

At :iJ.J.2)~_5H.9 a pl&:toon putJ:'0l from C9Illpany G found a one to three 
day ;)1 it fi,:""'aV8 at ..... T90(/)114'" The patrol dug up the grave and found 
tr.t: bod~r 0;[' a 20-;-::5 Y08.'J:' cld ve dressed in black utilities with a 
h';··:I,)t 'Hound in the st'-;:,lach~ Results: 1 l'fVll./VC KIA(CONF). 

Le, :.n1L~l.5H, a l\iar:.'J:) fJ~0:r:ll Company H on a patrol detonated a 
L'ooi)::, ·l;:"",'lPJ:8G. 11-26 g:'e~ltl0.P at ZD208005 . .l ALl 1,Z was secured and 
8. 28ru."cn 0fthe p.:C'3a ·~J .. D.duc ted f'or other explosive devices. Results: 
:-:. us;.!s.~ WJll i.E,\'AC ) ... 

l! .. r.. B.e3ul t·s: -.. --~,.~'\. .. ---
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8 Detain8e8 

'1 P01r[ 

'1 Chieu Hoi 

3 B-40 Eocket LaillLchers Ca~tured 

2 AK-47 Captured 

1 K"~-4 Captured 

1 SICS Captured 

J_ 1:1.b.8-36 Captured 

2 IVl'~l Carbines Captured 

61 ChiCom Grenades Captured 

2 lYlc.rl{ II Grenades Captured 

20C\ 11':~ Gf;.npo·;vc:'er (Russian) Captured 

~iJO J_bs Plast.ic Explosive Captured 

q I. (11=1 FTI' ROll-;"ld~ 'C,c'pt-'rod • ~ .~, 1.'.1.1 ... ~ .",' .... ' ,_ ....... ~ ~A, L' 

~~ iiPD I.JViG iun.rnlmi tion Drums Captured 

" j~I-l Carb~ne l'1agazines Captured 

-1.0-
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I 82mrn Mortar Bc,,':,~'v~~p and Ball Captured 

25 ft Detopating Cord Captured 

17 Packs Captured 

6 Carrying Sacks Captured 

4 Cartridge Belts Captured 

1 Pith Helmet Captured 

130 sets Green Uniforms Captured 

25 SHeat Shirts Captur'ed 

9 Ponchos Captured 

(.' Chi(j')In i}r'enUC.8 Pouches Captul"'ed 

" ''':L6 HD..Q;'.lzirce Pouches Captw.ed 

J':,~3AR C~ptured 

., ~)r BinocularB Captured 

, (~,;" )\i'a!'!.l" fLJ "'.') C"pt'ured .1.. ~ CA.t..' .'" •. .... \ o~~·"." ~ 

Captured 

I Irq A. Flr.g Ca.ptu~ed , 

100 Ibs of Noodles Des troyed 

3 Plasr.l£t Bottles Captm:"ed 

,0 Interveneo~s Tubes Captured 
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Assorted Documents Captured 

34 Living StructurGs Destroyed 

5 Ness Halls Dest!'oyed 

b.. ,?::.>iendlL Pal'~l." 

8 U5f!IC InA 

2 USNC Kl'l"H 

36 '081\1C WIA (EV.tl.C) 

23 U8HC WIll. (NON··EVAC) 

].4 USNC NBC(EVAC) 

• 

',::"! ,;::;I:",gI1ay. 0geration HOUSTm~ continued Hith the 
',~;;L!Jj,(Y:'l COlX(,d:".J. f'Of'l"G locc.ted at Cao Doi, resupply of all companies 

"2~; e~·(;~:i"'.I:·lisr~.)d b:r 'truck... With the LSfl. close at hand no sign-
'~(::: :-nt ·x:oobJ..'.J:ms l",ere encountered in obtaining needed supplies. 
;.1.1.::' ,},tt +,: ·~i.on .:;l.i.pply ~ec t::,on in t:!:16 fonw:rd continued to stock 
-'P:c)i'l'; !:~.:: '; '::·::16 LSj) did not; hose", In general, these were items of 
7U,.,:: i~:"',;J.:"; :.'~~(;.'~-:. .t.~~.("·i"'}15.:t1f~f'\t The R.(=::girl1snt9..1 TAD trucks carried the 
S1J.I:.,~::,!,,:,;:: ',C ·::t.e CClF'.paD.:ies 7.n the field... ji 8-4 representative or 
,} :,l:~,-,r <,' ~'18', ,C'lC r (lc;ll.lt:G"if'd ths 2upplies on e uch resupply run. 

(~:) v;xlen the ~~8.tt"-'.lj.onCor;lLnand Post moved to the Phu Gia 
1 ~'.i~[ a EfY:.j r;ystel11 of r0suI>:ply H8.8 established.. Company G, becaus~ 
·~f :,L" .. ,L (l:~ f. tc~.~lGE; .fr<,.)tIl ~~~ ___ 8 £;Fi .. ~::tELlion Corl11ilCL.""1.d Post" was givon a 6x6 
-·~._." .. I •• --v" ·····'·-"1:7e .. '·'"- .J:)0"t"'a .. '-n ('-!"!"""I "'8e The "le'8 hR-l~.L was also gl.·ven ' 
'.,: ",', •••• <.'.', ' .', " "I., . "."', ... '. : ,:,"~""'~~ '.\' ". • H. !I ,~ ... c. ~ • ' " • 

·,:.'c.z·: i-.~·rC,,~,,;-'I;I"':' 8";~." 3. T: :1..I.y rUi-:. HUS l.nJ.t~uted to FLC ~n DaNang to ~ 

'[:.:,j'>;I' "!t' ',";,ir'~;:: tOL.!k Batt<.;,LiOl.::. The remaining three trucks ' 
2.B8iii~F)(J o':c t:::0 S-4 h3re emplo'yed fulfilling the rest of the Battal
i Oi~, ;:1 j,o~:.;.;::; tic 8.1 req1..:i:'8ments •. , 

b", :'~£:'.;~ltens.nc0" Normal :~'ir2 t eche:'on maintenance was performed 
'~;n 8.:!~. c::'.'"f,h8-battalio:':lTs 3qu5.praent during O~Jcrat];on HOUSTON .. 
Ord?J<'J:llCe;! .: :::mul11:mic[':tions and motor transport i tems:,.' ~~~=~Rre,~~~ 
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echelon maintenance wer<j often repaiI'6d in tho field by the arm-· 
o'ror, mechanic or cOrtll11unicatioEfl technicians present. Those items 
that could not be repaired in Ule field were evacuD. ted to the 
rear by the 3-4- All equipment requiring third echelon maintenance 
WaS sent immediately to FLSG-l~. Those items of critical importance 
were nomina ted for Red Ball ... 

c. Treatment of C&sualties and Hospitalization. 

(1) During May, the Battalion Aid Station was split into 
two sections, one at the Battalion Rear and one at the Battalion 
Forward C.omr,land Post. The roar B;~Swas staffed by one medical 
officer and eight hospital corpsmen.. The forward BAS W2..S s tatfed 
by one medical officer Ie one chief hospital corpsmen and six hospital 
corpsmen .. 

(2) The forward BAS tr0ated a total of 351 patients during 
Nay. Of theSE;;, there were eight vilA's which were evacuated; there 
were now WIA' s non-evacuated. There wer'e 286 non-evacuated non
battle casual ti8s illid 57 evacuated non-bc,ttle casual ties. The 
predominant cs.use. of tho' '\rnA t s was shrapnel 1t-rounds, 1rlhile the pre
dominant cause of the nen-battle casualties was diarrhea. PatiEmts 
evacuated were sent to either 1st Hedical Battalion, Phu Bai, or 
to the r8ar BAS for further treatment. Those treated by BAS rear 
requiring in-patient care were kept at the new 5th l1arine Regiment-
al ~iard. . 

(3) Tho rear BAS acquired c. third SEA HUT during the month. 
It is being utilized for the s torgge of bulk supplies and Fiedical 
IOL. hll mcunt-out boxes were repaired and repainted during the 
month. 

(4) A qUQrterly Administration Inspection \JaS conducted on 
10 May by an Inspection Team from the Division Surgeon's office. 
The BLlS recoived a satisfactory and commende.ble grade ... 

(5) On 17 May the ,forward BAS' moved 'wi th the Battalion 
COInm.and Post from theCao Doi railroad tunnel to the Phu Gia Pass. 
Tl..rO hospital corpsmen accompanied an advanced cOlumand post to Hai 
Van Pass on 17' 1118,y and joined the forward BL:.~ at the Phu Gia Pa.ss 
on 18 1I1ay", The Bi'.S is temporarily oc cupying one general purpos e 
tent with plans to move into two general purpose tents in an area 
presently being cleared and graded by bulldozer. 

d.. }'rahsportation. 

(1) Troops and supplies were moved primarily by truck 
during Operatiop HOUSTON. In addition to the Battalion's organic 
assets, tw06x:~ trucks Wel'EJ made available b::.:y~R~e~~~~-~-"'.!S<.JU-:~F 

n m~\n (i\l n r&\ ,0 . 'CI P p n PfRlO 
'\WU~\\:DIli,,~,!2·.:.:~U I; JL~~\~j -lJ-
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Battalion COlTIrrlUnd Post was located at-Jao Doi •. This number· was 
increased to five when the Battalion rr:ovcd into its new AO.. As 
has been indicated!> one truck UClS assig:1od to COilll)any G and another 
one was assigned t.othe mes:'! hall.. T"he other three truckS were 
used by the logistics section to haul' troops and supplies Ellldto 
make the daily administration run to ,the Battalion Rear •. 

(2) On 17 1-1ay 1968, the. Battaliop moved to its new AO," 
Company E moved from the Phu L6c -Fire Base to the Lang Co Bridge 
aT-Aa by helicopter~ the remaindfSr of the Batta.lion moved by truck. 
Company H W2,S moved from Cao Doi to Hill 88. and CompanyG moved 
from the DaNang area to Hai Van Pass. Company F did not move as 
part of· the old AO was incorporat0d into the new AO. The. command 
post moved from·Cao 'Doi to the Phu Gia Pass. Due to.limited·truck 
assets, the Battalion's equipment was moved over a period of four 
days •. 

e •. Communicati·ons. 

(1) The Battulionls RT·-524 capability wusincreased by 
. the addition of a PP295.3 power supply, enabling the :i3attalion to 
'maintain a stationary RT-524 • 

. (2) Uo significant ,equipment losses occured during this 
r.eporting period.. Co~unications 'from IrJ.ountainous areas of 
operations was the only variance from normal activities. An auto
matic re-transroission site, operated by Regiment, relayed the 
majority of traffic and manual re-transmission was employed to 
various .. key conl..'1IUnicating sites. when necessary. 

(J) This Battalion emp'loyed numerous fire team acti vi ties 
in Company G for patrols and ambushes and the problem of ccramuni
eating with these units was made evident. i~ possible solution 
to this problem would be the employementof the AN/PRC-9.3 on the 
fire team.level back to the squad. 

(4) A frequency .in addition to the 'I'; .. CP Local frequency 
is necessary for control of aircraft on battalion and company level. 

, Artillery' clearance .·for transient aircra.ft other than the ai rcraft 
theuni t· ".is attempting to' control is the major problem. 

13 .. Commander's Analysis:. 

During the second phase of Operation HOUSTON, the Battalion1s 
primary mission was to provide security for the }~R in the southern 
half of the Regimental ":"0. The Battalion was able to accomplish 
its mi8sion by the use of squad and fire team ambushes, comba.t 
patrols,atid outposts. along avenues of approachr. Aggressive ~ 
cOIllpany size attacks into the canopy and suspec"" s ... . \ ' 
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were conducted. TLis acti02.1 hindered tr.o enemy's ability to re
supply and mass his forces) 

The heavy commi tmont to the physical occupancy of the iliISR and 
key bridges greatly reduced the Battalion's ability to conduct 
offensive operations. 

1/+. Recomrllendations. 

Aggressive offensive operations, utilizing combat patrols and 
ambushes should be an intregal part of the defense of the Hai Van 
area., 

,i;,;.. -
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