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" • U}l CLASSIFIEO • 
90i'iJl'1f.ND CHRONOLOGY r 2ND BATTALION, 5TH MARINES NOVEM:BER 1~67 

J:." ORl"ANI7J.f,.TIONJIJJ DATA _-' .... -6_.-. _______ -_ 

}". .l'oce.tion:· 1-30 November 1967, An Hoa RVN 

B. ~Jj18,nding Officer,.· Staff OfficerS. and Comp~:'90mmandera: 

CoQIO.CL'1.ding Offi'oer . 
Blcecutiye. Officer 

3-1 
8-2 

S-,~ 

S-3A 
&..4 
8-5 

ComnO 
SU:pplyO 

. Asst ·SupplyO ... 

. COH&SCo . 

CO GeE 

.COCoF 
CO CoG 

CO CoR 
'.~ . 

LtCol G.a ·C ~ N.cNAUGHTON 
. Major F ~ R ~ CAREW 

Major L. M .'lHJG.H~ 
Major R. .J. illv ATI 
1 stLt L. D. C3LANIX> 
2ndLt K. I. LEE 
Major E. G". DYER, 

. Maj<;>r R;; w.. LAYER 
:-Major T. ,L .• YOUN~lAl'I 
. .i t:JtLt J'. W. NEIlTON . 

2ridLt G, R. HOFFMANN· Jr •.. 
1 stLt W. F ~ Ii Iy.oN ; -; 
1 stLt R. J. LONG 
Capt D. J. POW:ERS 
1 stLt T. D. . r,F,E; 
2ndLt P. J" 0 jGONNELsL 
Capt G _ F. DICICCO 

.1 stLt J • P. PINDEL Ji' •. ,,1 

CApt ~1. B.. TUTTLE 
. Capt S. K. MCJC]E III'-· 

Capt M ~ ·P. DOWNS 
Maj .E. G. DYER 
Capt C. L. MEADOWS 
Capt ,G. W. BOW-£RS:' 

c¥ §~~~porting and Attached Units: 

:Det Hq Co, 5th Mar (Radio Relay) 
?y;.Q. PI t CoB, 1st Ehgr En -
~Oct Bad ReI and Canst Co, 7th Carom Bn 
!)0t Ccro:n Co, Hq En.. 1 stMarDiv 
2;.1.d PI t Co.A~ 1 st ·'ra.'1k Bn 
2nCl. PIt CoB~;·:J.st ,AT En 
D9t·· ARVN Liaii:lOir.·Team 
5t:l: J!,L PI t, 29th .clf CO USA 

i' B-try E, 2nd En, 11 til Max 
DGt W Btry, 2nd En, 11th Mar 
Det 11th HT-Bu 
D8t 1 st Dell tal Co 
1SU 1st FS¥ FLC 
Co2'lst En 1-1aint Unit 30 1 PW NSA 
Det Serv ~ Hq 'En, 1stMarDiv (Exchange) 
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1-30 Nov67 
1-4 Nov67 
5-15 Nov67 
16-30 Nov67 
1-30 Nov67 
1-23 Nov67 
24-30 . Nov67 
1-23 Nov67 
24-30 Nov67 
-i-3D Nov67 

\ .1-30 Nov67 , '. . . . . 

. 1-30:_Nov67 
24-30 Nov61 
1-30 Nov67 
1-30 Nov67 

~ :12-24 ~ov67 
1-2 Nov67 

'3-30 Nov67 .' 
1-13 Nov67 
14-30 Nov67 
1-30 Nov67 
1-22 Nov67 

. 23':'30 .l'fov67 
1""30 No.v67'" 
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Det He Co, Hq En, 1st MarDiv (Post Office) 
Det 15th Aerial Port Sq,::.adron USlF 

. Det1st }l?,dio Bn Fl'{F. 
",r:St>pit.' 3ra 8~t HOi-i Btry" 

Det 7th Ellgr Bn 
3rd CIT 
CA.P NOVE'ID:s..q 

D. Average Mont~~!. str~Q&~ 

lJ .'3'1.Q 
OFI~' B1JL 

,33 1061 

USN 
OFF pIT. 
3· 18, 

• 

OTHEliS 
OFF El'JL 
15 376 

2 43 
3 6 

4 

ua1C 
USN 
USl 
US"I.F 

" .' 

II.. Nl\.~B~ 'f!YE sq,1M;1. FU ..... During the first part of the month, m'ljor e 
Gffort I-V<lS directed toward the SUCC0-SS o.f Oporatioll ESSEX. From 6 IlJ'overnber to 
17 N()v~mber, the~~me!1 of the 2nd 'Battalion, 5th Harines engaged NVA forces in 
he.ro fought cc.mbat,. dri~g tl)em from th~ security they had kno.,m in tl-J.e ArJTEIJNA. 
VA.LLEY.(See Part IV, #1). Despite heavy operational cOI!UJlitments in the 
h.NTENNA V,,,LLEY, '?-/s JYIarines mainta,ined complete control of a.ll critical areas in 
the TA,OR. . 

Ori27 NO,vember, 2/5 was directed b'." 1st ·jI·farjne Division to bring the Bf-l.LD 
E"-GLE to a 15 minute alert status for possible commitment in Oper-'3.tion FOSTER. 
Hithin r;;l-..'1 minute s after the .call, Comp1.ny G, which had been deployed throughout 
the '])'~OR, was,ready to go. The,Cqmp9-ny, ?owe',"er, was never committed. ' 

During the latter part ~'~f the mo~th activity along the Liberty f:/.oa.d· ' 
behveen the AN' HO.'\ Combat Base, (A T875475), and the PHU L\C (6) Platoon Outpost 
increased" On t~/O seRl ra.te occasions 2/5 Ma~ines engaged enemy forces of 
superior size and inflicted casualties'1,,;hile only suffering 1 U~W 1.Hh. Their At 
quick reaction ahd courageous skill threw sizable enemy units into a state of ,.. 
cOl,f'-l::;ion Hhilo l:·ffocti VG application of .supporting an?G, nad(3 encTV escc.pe 
rSlitB·s perilous ,,',::id cOs·cly". . '" 

IILI ~-'UENTLlL LISTING OF SIGNIFIG\NT EVEIVT:3." 

A" Por.sonnel'lnd lldmJnistratiou. .. 

10 casualties. 

." " 

~ 
o 

~ERIOUS 
J 

DECLASSIFIED 

NON-B:~ TTLE 
NON...:SERIOUS 

24 " 

00."'-.. 

'ro'D\L 
110 
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USN 
" ..--
OFFENL 
TT 

4. Nar&'?j;i;r~umma.ry; Chargeable strength remained below 90% of 
the rna.:m1ing level for'the first three quarters of the month, however, 

'with new replacements, the battaliOn is :presently in Class I with 97% 
of the nanning level.' Critical shortages in tl?-~ enlisted ranks are 
5 GySgtts and 14 SSgt's 0369~' Present ,critical officer shortages 
are 1 Capt 0402, 1 Capt0202~ 1 WO 0130 and 7 Ltts 0302. ' 

5. Problem' ArG~. 

(a) Aclministrativesupplies continue to be unavailable.. The 
Battalion presently r...-'is a limited supply of fitness reports, 
VA Insurance Forms for SGLI,mimeograph paper and Man-O-War 

, correction compound. 

(b) Office machines j especially typewriters'andthe mimeograph 
machine, are in poor condition and the time required for rope5,r is 
!3xcessive. 

B.., ~l:;?piJlline. Law arid Order. ' 

1. Courts-fiTa'rtial; Tr:Led 0 Periding __ J.9 __ 
? Non-Judicial Punisbment-1.Q_ 

(1) By Battalion Commander 5 
'(2), BY Company Comrnander 5 

" 1.' HOT-ale :1.8 c.~oJ:?-sidered excellent .. 
:":. 

2~ TI'l8 ~-1irir..9 Corps Exchange located at AN ROA provides excellent 
se~·vice. '::-'bD ex:change is resllpplic:d with tho arrival of the convey, 
from DANANJ- CClabat Base. All ~ecessities are available and a 
sui'ficient stock is always maintainedo 

'3. Chaplain~s Activities: A tot.al of 14 Protestant sorvioos £Uld 
15 Catholic Masses were conducted during the month.. Three hundred 

-3-
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,),l"d thirty-nine Marines attJ::.tnedecl. tho Prt.)t,e:otabt services ltJhi1e another 
286 Harl.·.18s partici}.-int8d in the Catholic fusses which were conducted 
bJ the ::)i-v:iE':ion Cha:o:!.ain. The Battalion Chaplain conducted a 
memorip.:: 2E!'\r::tc'J for 2/5 }1arines killed during the month of November: 
3'/5 men p8.rt:1.cip8.~cod. in the service.· . The Battalion Chaplain. visi ted 
5 companies in the field and IIk'lde 39 hospital visits; 18 to 1 st 
Medical Bat+·al.ion, and 21 to the Naval Support Activity Hospital. 
In addition, tho Chaplain conducted 10 personal counsel:i.ng inter-
v.5.evs and doli vered 3 lectu,~es on Religion in VIETNAM t'o 202 
interested VJ.r~.nes. 

1 ~ .G.oner"Q..1,,· 'Accurate and timely intelliger;tcecollection was accomplished 
during the illonth:of November by processing information from yarious 
sources, incl"l;.dlng the 1st :Murine Division .G-2, 5th lYbr.ine Regiment S--2, 

.7th r;1arine Regiment, 3rd CIT, 13 ITT, Ali! HOA and NONG SON Ind.ustrial 
Complex, DUG Due District 8-2, DIOCO, and the lq,cal populp.ce Hitbin 
tho 2nd Batta.lion, 5th Marines TAOR. . . 

a o Frequent 'liaison visits Here made with DU.C Due. ,District Head
quarters' and AN HOA/NONG SON Security to supplernen,t the. inform[t"l~ion 
obtained from the above sources o 

b. A careful and immediate screening of all captur~d dobuments 
and ill .. L'..ter'ials for tactical' infoTill.().tion was conducted a.."ld the in
fO::Il1..c.l.tion was exploited vIhere practicable. 

C s A continuing study of all incid?:qts Hithi..~ the 2/5 TAOR, 
recon patrols reports, inforI!1."ttion received from higher echelon, 
1~/() rsports and close coordination "lith FSCa allowed tIns Battalion 
"\;o [Ld,j~;.st its nightly H&I and TPQ 10 I S to the IJ1.."l.pm1L'!l 8.dvantage .. 

d. Tb.a 3-2 scouts end. Ki t Garson scouts were employed to aesis"l:. 
G·~i3 Battn.lion in gathering ... infornmtion for intelligence pcr-po3es. 
The scouts ""8re assigned to compnnies in the field to assist in the 
pro:-)'.;:;" b;:,}Cdling of captured docwnents, equipment and in£ormation 
ob·i:.:':l .. ned 2t company level" 

2" A El1Ih-":;eiOllli froIYl the 3rd CIT ass:i.sted the 8-2 section during the 
',canth o"? :thvs,,:t)(:):c :L" .. ,1n+,elligence gathering. Detainees' and documents 
lter." SC:::'S'c'!l,]Ct' !'C':':. ir:f':oI'Elation concerning the' va infrastructer in this 
ar83.,., 1'~18 t3-" .. :'T .. 2f sistod the s':Jction in 10Gating and recovering the 
r8rr.",lirs of ,s:b~ I;\ii .. personnel killod during Operation ESSEX. 

-4-
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3" The 8-2 Sec~ion ,cor:.ducted a total of 12 hours troop indoctrination 
'::'0 personnel neivJ_y asdg1'.ed t.o this ?'::l.ttalion. The instruction 
U1p!1.J.oi>.,:d the ':irlp0i~tance of intelligence and the proper handling of 
?::)~'Js, c;;'·l:·:t,ured. e;y;y..y 2qLiipnent and security of military information. 
An at.":.(z'-'l·~' :is rrla0_3 to :impress on the personnel in these claf'l'Ies that 
il'l~o:r'~,an~', ~ .. r~;:'o::'mat:ion can be obtained concerning the enemy. if the 
propel:' P;,'_'Ocp.Qures are followed in their contact .. rith the Vr. forces. 

4. I':ltel1igence information was disseminated via the Battalion " 
Comrrr.lndE-.'r T s cLcc:Lly brief:ing. Intelligence briefings pr:imar:l+y included' 
the proceec1,ing 24 hours activities and any information obtaineti 
concerr.ing enerrlY movements and locations which'· could , effect thz mission 
of this Battalion. 

5~ Statist:tr::s of Ca. sualties and 

KIA IS VO ( OONF) 

KAlIS VC (FROB) 

KIt\. , S NVA ( COEF) 

KL\ IS NVi. (PROB) 

REFUGEH;S 

ImiOCENT CIVn.L~NS 

HE'lU R1'.J:EE 

(':r:VTI~ DEFEND,NTS 

?PD UIG 

'lEOH? SJN sm 
', .. , ' 

.. 
;\l(. -/+7 w.l t:~~3. g 

!-I-·l!;. RIYI2:: 'IoJ/4}Iag & POUCHES 

SKS 
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45 

65 

125 

226 

7 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 
'. , :-.. 

4 
= •••• 

1 

10 

1 

1 
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CI11.Y1'10RE NINE 

ANlvfO 

ClillBH.:Ji; Mi\.GAZINE 

Cful.TRIDGE BELTS 

CANTEENS 

BINOCULiillS 

PACKS (RUC'SAC) 

SHOVElS 

HOSQUITO f\TETS 

KHAKI SHIRTS 

UTILITY SHIRTS 

UTILITX TROUSERS 

HAMMOCKS 

DOClJMENTS 

JACKET (GREY) 

RICE 

TUNNEL COMPLEXS 

BLLSTING ClPS W/FffiING DEVICES 

BOX HIl\lES 25 ~bs 

VC BOATS W/SUPPLIES 

VC STRUCTURES 

BOUNCING BETTY TYPE MINE 

-6-

1 (U.S. TYPE) 

300 ROUNDS 

1 

12 

8 

1 pr 

10· 

4 

8 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 lbs 

1 

3500 lbs 

2 DESTROYED 

$ 

3 DESTROYED 

20 DESTROYED 

4 DESTROYED 

1 DESTROYED 

• i. : :-~::' ':. I • :;" 

'_. ; :-. '::.1 :.: •• Li 188filll'LItL 
, ''llI, 

@fE@ lL£iJ~~ll [F il ~[O) 
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1.. In NQyembcr~293 new men completed the Battalion Indoctrin~tion 
C·)~rs8.~· Personal s'='·.nitation and hygiene, with emphasi!3 on the care of 
feet,.w.:t·s strass>3r} during the course •. The "f.;4.w of land l·'Tarfare was 
in,structed wi-t,h a II, '\.-lM.t it means tome" 'flavor to demonstrate it' fl 
i111.r,ortance to the incJ.ividual Marine in VIE'INAM. 

2. The firi..'1g r3.nge ·continues to show high d::tily U5'l,ge. IDnphasis 
continues to be pl"l.cect on faM.iliariUltion firing while the, zerohlg oi' 
battle Sig:ltS on all' individual weanons in the organization is assured· 
Along 1'lith firing; considerable time is spent inspecting Heanons to 
insure tha. t each Marine maint,iins his we.'i non in a S'1.tisfacto:r'y conditj,(; 
Glre and 'Cleaning of the M-16 rifle during monsoon we·3.ther conditionl, 
",'8.S r;artic'.llarly emphasized .. 

30 Personnel atwnd?d the following schools in November. 

Vietname se Language School (III MAF) - 3 
Vie tname se Language School (Okin.a:lrJa) - 3 
NCO ~cadership School (Okinawa) - 3 

4. In add.ition to the above trniI).inz,. Cor.:pany COr:1f:1£1.nderr.: conduct ·the 
fDII01ving training program: 

EVBJECT 

a •. ' ·<i,l]1J.?3.ny E 

care & Cleaning of 1.JI;..16· 
Fhr.c Fire of M-16 

'M-16 L~spections 
Ie'1T:16:t'sion Foot 
782 G88.r Inspection 
F.O. Procedures 
M1'1.p T?eCtding 
Personal Hygiene 
Hitcr Purific:J.tion 

! .'Bad io . PY'oced;ure s 
~~8d·-,EvalJ Pro'cedure 
F'lid"::' 5,'). ContJ.~al 

H-16 Ll'1soection 
(ll.!'e (c Cleaning of M-16 
rtldio Procedu.re 
i".J.;/-;·'1G:T W!I;' HJ.r.\$o(In,tall'J 
Ha'- Re3.0 jng 
l-:::U:t Fix e M- 1 6 

·Scou;tii'lg & Pa trolling 

-7-
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15 
15 
30 
2 
:3 
1 
2 
1 

:3 
2 
1 
1 

30 
30 
1 
1 
1 
12 
1 

144 
155 
133 
123 
133 
26 
34 . 
41 
135 
21 
13 
156 

125 
125 
12 
12 
125 
125 
125 
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Ra:'lio Froc€du:i;-es.' 
I.e.1M of LandWar.fnre 

'Care and Cleaning of M-16.,. 
!'!-16 Inspection 
Fam Firing of M-16 

: Le,nd' l\lavi.Glltion 
IJ;J..\~ ", ' 

Emr.:loynientof tho M-60 ; 
CaTe and, Cleaning of the H:",60 ' 
H.:.60 ere,,! Drill' . 
Demol'itio!lS ; 
Personal Response 
Care & Cleaning, and 
of the .45 Pistol 
Clo.y:more Mine 
r-1ocl'-Gvac ProcedU:r~s 
Personal Hygione 
Faro Fire .50 cal Met 
Squad Tactics 

Operation 

6.7 
? 
6. 
56 
30 
2 
1 
2 
4 
2 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

d. 9 ... mmany H 

',. Care and Cleaning of M-16 
Zeroing and Faro Fire of M-16 
E, .. 17 l'hsk 
Fj.rst Aid 
Care and Cleo.ning of 782 gear 

,Drill and Ceremonies 
}i£cp Eea'i:,_ng" 
1"1-,16 Il'lspe,.::tion 

GLtce find.Cleaning of 11-16 
)',,':'-1 :~J'.'::'8 ·cf N-,16 
y,',,,.-:() l.,;:;pectj_on 
):Jc-' r ZOUl131 Inspection 

. ,~;\: "'~:: " : 
'. : . :~. ", ~ ,>. 

.30 
30 
1 
1 

, .1 
1 
2 
30. 

·12.5 
7 
8 
5.5 
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• 
NO. MEN 

150 
,150 
150. 
145 
135 
85 
50 
25 
25 
25 
50 
150 
4Q 

:30 
45 
40 
50 
45 

:-147 
147 
1.37 
15Q 
133 
125 " 
90 
147 
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Care -and Cleaning of M-16 ._. 15 
C.lre and Cloaning of 10bnun 20 
P.M. Mules -5 
M-16 Inspection 15 
106mm RR Inspection 20 
Fam Fire of H-16 10 
Fa'll F~re of 106mm RR 8 

Care. and Cl'eaning of M-16 
Fam Fire of N-16 
M-16 Inspection 
Care and Cleaning of 81nnn 
Mortar 
H-10 and r1-16 Plotting Board 
782 Gear Inspection 
M-60'~hchine-Gun 

UCIV.tJ . 
1 st a'nd 2nd Echelon' 
Haintcne.nce 
Care and Cleaning of M-16 
Shop SUfety &~d Fire 
Prevention 
Driver's School, Mule 
Safe Driving Lecture 
Proper Use of Elect-test 
Equinment 
Fam F:i,re of H-16 
M-16 Inspection 

'(5) Comm Platoon 

15 
12 
13 
30 

17 
2 
2 

'3 
2 

15 
1 

24 
2 
1 . 

4 
10 

Care and Cloaning of W~~pons 20 
Weapons Inspection 20 
Fam Fire of Weapons 1 5 
Pole Line Construction . 5 
NomcnclEtture and Function 1 
of the. Q45 cal Pistol 
Radio Procedure 3 
Voice Procedure 2 

-9-
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• 
8 
7 
6 
8 
8 
7 
6 

42 
40 
41 
45 

38 
55 
54 

15 
15 

15 
6 

18 
18 
4 

13 
13 

50 
50 
47 
14 
50 

50 
50 
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SUB,TECT 
~·''''''''''_A'_n_ 

( 6) 

(7) 

( r!) 

(9) 

Mess Section 

()9re & Cleaning of M-16 
Thr.1 F:::e of M-16 
E",ss Hall S3.nitation 
1:1-16 Inspection 

Battalion SupI2l;x: 

M:Ustrip Documents 
l\;:~rehou sing 
:::;hipp:ing & Receiving 
Ind i vid ual Equipment Inspection 
C2.re &. Clec1.ning of H-16 
11- '16 Ill. spe c'c, ion 
Fan Fire of M-16 

S-.J 

C?.re & Cle'3.ning of M-16 
Individual Protective }ieasures 
Ua.fJ 
First Aid 
Office Administration 
VC & NVA Booby Traps 
Personal Hygiene 
E-16 Inspections 
Fom Fire M-16 

&-2 

Care & Cleaning of M-16 
If~r!t'i Navigation 
~~(')rr~ba t Intelligence 

~'!~~~-1 6 Inspection 
()~)(;ration & FUnctioning of M-16 
~'w.-:-!. Fb:-e of M-16 

( i~)2.::J. 

(;7_re and ClaD,ning of H-16 
1.1;,_ is Inspection 
i1-\lJ. Fire of 1-1- ~ 6 
(Iffice lldministrati'on 

E" .3f'onsi'J i1'i tie s of the S-3 

-10-

• 
HOURS 

15 
15 
30 
10 

1 
1 
1 
5 
8 
-p 
6 

15 
.5 
.5 
.5 
.5 
.5 
.5 
15 
5 

15 
3 
1 
15 
5 
$ 

12 
10 
4 
3 
6 
4 

2 

'No. MEN 

25 
23 
Z7 
23 

a 
11 
14 
14 
12 
11 
12 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

9 
9 
3 
9 
8 
9 

4 
4 
4 
5 
6 
5 

5 

IlllRiWliiiJ, 

®~©U.IM~~fiWU~lID 
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.< 

'/ (1 j.} ·n~,:iJ; 

C2re and Cleaning of N-16 
rE::1'::'s ard Booby Traps 
l'-hp and Gompass Reading 
Scouting nnd Patrolling 
i'!--;o Inspection 
Fam Fire of N~16 

(12) S-5 

'Care Rnd. Cleaning of M ... 16 
·1'1-16 :Jnflpectiori 
Fam.:Firing of!' M,.,o:6 
Ci ,d.l Affn.irs 

10 
1 
1 
1 
10 
6 

7 
7 
6 
2 

NO. MEN: 

9 
7 
5 
7 
$ 
7 

1 
1 
1 
1. 

1. M"I.Xirnum reccnj~Gcurity around the NaNG SON Company Out.post, (1~T8143E' 
'\T8.S attained throll,?;h the daily employment of plntoon (-) and reinforced 
sCt'.1nd p2troJ.s~ C;·::;r:i.ct erophnsiSVl8.S placed on the 'local security of' ths 
coal mine con:pJ.ex, ,\7hile continuous surveillance was 1Ilaintained on tl!6 
3'JiJG 1'b.1J Eon fc:'om the upper NONG SON position. Frequent patrolling in 
tl13 I'Uj\!t{ BINH (3)jCAP N-1 area insured maximum protection for that 
lone I,,;nrine Outpost. 

2. The Ph"U LL.8 (6) Platoon OUtpost, (AT925527); .was temporarily in ere a;::;,," 
to co:n:pav.y (~) size, as .frequent enemy probes were conducted'. throughout; 
tl18 mon-th", In ndd.ition, foul;' weather llk'1de the Liberty Road more .cend 
~tl1ore critical, necessitating heavier security conl21i.tnento,.{,: .. P'latobn (,-) 
and l'f,J,l,forced 8qt1i'J.d patrols moved daily in all areas c.djacent to "the 
pm! ILC (6) pOf;ii;~;_on, ~rl:th emphasis on avenues of enany approach. 

3. To arrest'c~0nw mining activity on' Lioerty Road, squad sized OPts 
. nndplatooJ:J pa-t,:"ol bases were continu,.:lily in pqsition. Squad patrols 

omanntihg' frCJm:,he PPB r s, provided' saturation of all known enemy o.VentlE)C; 

of app~~c~'tC t. ·bot.':!a .0.:'.:1 . important· l-1.'SR ..... 

4. C0mb<lt p:'I.t:!':Jis, 'listening posts,a.nd .platoon bnses/a.mbush~s were 
£;-,-tp'(ye.:i (;'Q' r.'·;'"l"~':i..!lU3J_,h·'lsii3 1'I.dj<'..cent to the· AN HOA and, NCNG SON Combn'~, 
Yk;:'.:; (3 ~. h'. D!l (c'L t,cm?t to keep the VC off balance, reinforced squads w,:n'f~ 
pc ::"·~J)d:i.Gul1Y dq,:.oy",::d to the Combined Action units wi thin the Tii.OH o 

'.L'hco~0 srl'"J~'.d::j",e,-'··.' d.ep~oyedqUickly andop.ly at those timea 1i1hon the va 
t]-:/'8at 'w"l,':J C01~:~~.:'~Gr8d im.rnine:ni;. •• ' 

. '. 

5.. Plntoon cQr:lb:~i:l;"G(;·J..rity ':paitrols moving with combat engineer sweep 
tonrr.R b:·3."J;~r80d ~,hr; ::Jioarty P.oad duily and proved most effective in re
d1;,·.:ing en.81·'Y t8r:"'c.ll':L:d:. tactir:s along the rO<".d. 
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60 'lrJater,,:'aY Control wa S ,effected through con stant deployment of 
da:i.1y patrols and ambushes to positions of adV'int'lge along the ruNG 
T:'fJ BON~ In addition, aerial observation was employed wheneve:t> it 
became aV3.ilable. 

7. 2nd Eextt9.lion (-)(Rein) 5th Marines conducted Ope"'ation ESSEX in 
1",he vicinity of :,N'rEl'JN, .. v,~Li,EY from 6-17 Nov 1967. (See p.,:l,rt IV II_JfJ 

8. Camp-'ny F conducted a one day company sized 5&1) oneration in 
vicinity GS (;\.'19151) on 30 Nov. 

G. ffilclea~ Biological. Chemical Wlrf~re and Defense. 

1. CS Gren'l.des;7 H~72 And CS-1 grenades, and H-25A2 :3.ir delivery ports 
were utilized to help clear tunnels, caves, bunkers and fortific"Ltionr-: 
during b::tttalion, comp3.ny, platooll and squ9.d sized operations and 
activities conducted during the month. 

2. The 35mm cflr'tridge, 16 tube, E-8 launchers'vOra ut-ilized~1o a. 
defensi\re wOE-pan system at NONG S'll'I, C:~P N-1, and on comp9.nyand 
bClttalion sized operations during ,the month. 

3. FixedltJ'ing aircraft was employed to deliver CS and CNc...1 gas durin:;: 
Operation ESSEX.. Delivery of the CS agents was ineffective, as the 
gas failed to settle into the €arget area. 

H. Command and Go:.trol - LtCol G. C. IY[cNi'.UGHTON 'comman"!ed the· 2nd 
Battalion, 5th H.'lr:i.n0s d.1xrinG the mOJ."\th of Nov. The BattGlion r8l'";llneO um·1c 
the administrative control of the' 5th Marine Regiment a,.nd the operational 
control of tho 1st ]li[arinb Division. . 

I. Cia S8 Gomba t 

1. This Ea ttalion engaged in hard fought, alo 5e combat with crack 
enoJ'llY forces during the first p::trt of the' month, when the Pattaljon e 
wont to' the field irl Operation 'SSSElC. (See part Dr If 6_). During 
the latter p<"J.:rt of tpe month,2/5 Jt1arines engaged in close combat with 
sizeable cnany units in ambush situations. During all engagements, 
2/5 Harine s performed with uneaualed tenacity and skill. 

a. OntNovember, Harmes from Comp:1ny H, located at (A1925527)$> 
observe<l '1 VN male vri th his hands up, approaching friendly Imas o 

.He1t]8.S holding a CHIEU HOI leaflet. The man ",as apnrehended 
and for1{1.rded to' S-2 where it -was determinerl th9.t he was a member 
of the 21 st JWA Regiinent. The former NVA brought 2 ChiCom grenade 2. 

and 1 cartridge belt vrith him, but relJOrte0 that he had been afrakl 
to come in with his .we:LDon. 

-12-
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• b. Mining along the Liberty Road remained a threat throp.ghout tho .' 
]::2:dc;rto On 3 November, 3 seper'1te mining incidents "rere reported" 
J~~J 'i 1L15H a Hnrine, sitting in 'an OP y::osition tripped a booby trap 
,.18,s;.rovnd,-;d:1ncl subsequently medeVlced. Shortly thereafter, a 
t2,n)': dctonate~l a mine vicfuity (A '1910507). The incident resulted 
:b t.!'"ie rr.edi~al evacuation of :3 Harines as l..rell l.s heavy d:tmage to' 
t~le t"1.r;k. laterilnt afternoon, as the convoy was returning n(1rth,. 
a'1' srr SF hit a mine. vicinity (A T91550$) and was to;.red to PHU V, C 
( is),, 

C. On 3 November, a Company, G combat p,9.trol observed :2 enemy ",it', 
p9.cks. ,Simultaneciusly,the enemy spotter! the lI1'arines ann attempte 

'escGLpe. l'Jarning shots were f~ed and ignorect. Harines took thE 
fleejng enemy under fire, kil,ling one. The second enemy esc'J.ped ~ 
the thick underbrush. 

d. On the night of 5 )Jovember;M~rines m'1nning the PHTJ L'lC (6) 
Outpost received 5 small 3:rmsrounds wounding 1 }~'J.rine.' Fire ;.)8.8 

returned ::lnd the wounded Harine med-e~ced. 

e. At 060001H C\F N-2, located at (AT888473) received 250 rnund5 
sr.nall::lrms fi~ from an es,timated 6-10 vd vicinity (,\Te93471). 
The combined, unit, returned fire and enemy fire sUbsided. :.. t firM 
light PopulR.r Forces'.'3.nd Harines moved into the area of :'incid9'::li;c 
locCl,ting 1 dead VN male;' the father of, a local PF. ,The villager::" 
in the 'area 'l-Tere Questioned ar..d it was d'c'termined that 'he had teer:; 
killed by aVe unit of estiMated' company size th':J.t had moved 
through' t,l1e nigl;lt before. All evidence,of enemy casualties h"l.d 
been rCI"'oved ' 

f. On 9 Nove.rnber~ an Cbtos providing security for a convoy moving 
nort.h, cleton!1ted: a. mine vicinity (;1. '1907487). The damaged vehiclE! 

, was towod to PHU'L;.q (6). ' 

g. ,On 10 'November,Q\P N-2 received in: excess of 1000 rrunrls f'ln3,'~_, 
arms and automatic weapons fire from vicinity (AT8B7476-JiT893L76-. 
AT89047B .... AT897477). Heavy snaIl arms and artillery fires were 
r8turpod ,:ind the area immediately searched by aCOrnhinod p:ttrol. 
h.ltho1Jgh ~0evidence of ene'IlY casualties could be located, viJ~
i1l3crs repol-tedthat 15 NVi\.' had taken the G'\P pos'ition ,under 'fire 
a\1:! thl]T.\ rlOvod north. It is significant to note that this is the 
f'L'Rt~~::;"la such a heavy volilil".e of fire has been receiV"?,l duri..lg 
dlyl:;,,£;~":i::~:0urs. Further, I>jVA reported in this c10.50 '!:'othe (}\P N.~;· 
;,o"dt,:Lol1 is a rarity .. 

h.. c~ 13 november, a Marine in a, Company F secu:H-t;.y' ~trol. trir'J:'€ci 
a boo}'y tra nped F-26 gren:1de vicinity (i, '1909490). An LZ wa s 
secur':,~d :3.ild the : "rounded Harine evacuated. 

i. On 19 November; an H-26' grenade rigged 3,8 a booby, trap was 
tri!'::r:;-ed by a J:vI3,rine in a Company Go security force. An LZ walll 
secClred .J,nr1 ti18.,WCltcnrir;::d Marine e-vacu.<>,too. .' , 

',' @lE@~/jJ$~U~ll~lID 
~mHl.3! art' ' -1:3-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
AK ±bE if 

j. On 20 Novembor, a. lvIarine in a Company H platoon pntrol tripped 
a,'booby trap vicinity (iLT898L\.86) of estimated 81nim mortar size. 

'The'ir.cidcnt resulted in 4 woUnded M:1rines; all liTere evacTh..9rted. 

k. On 21 Novomber, a truck moving on the Liberty Road vicinity 
(;:.T908504) detonated D. box mine of estimated 40 lb size. The 
incident resulted in the evacTh~tion of 7 wounded }furines and the 
dostruction of the vehicle. 

1. On 22 November, Q Marine in a Com~any G OP tripped an M-26 
grenade booby trap vicinity (AT912478) and roceivod wounds which 
necessi tated his evncuaticni. ' . 

ID.. On 23 November, two Vietnamese l~N HOA Complex security guards 
working Hi,th thrines vicinity (LT91 0500) were killed \-Then they 
tripped o. booby trap of estimctted 105mm size. The bodies were 
evacuated to .;I.N HOI.. e 
n. On ~6 November, a Company H squad ambush in the viCinity (AT915-
508) obsorved VC moving into their killing zone. No sooner hOcd tLc 
enemy entered the killing zone when the M:1.rineunit received fire 
from both flanks. The ambush opened fire and observed J enemy fall 
in the killing zone. Artillery~fires poured into the area in 
support of the engo.ged I,brine s while the STRIKE FORGE moved out of 
AN HO~ in an attempt to cut off the fleeing VC. When the initial 
contnct was broken, tho 2/5 1vbrines moved quickly into the killing 
zone to conduct the search; 1 GhiGom grenade, and 1 U.S. c[l.rbine 
'were loe,J,ted. The STRIKE FORCE tied in with the ambushuni t cmd 
set in around the runbush site while artille~J firos were pumped into 
suspected routes of enemy egress. At first light a detailed scarch 
of the ambush area revealed 2 VG bodies with weapons including 1 
Thompson submachine-gun and 1 M-14 rifle. In 2'lddltion, 10 booby 
trap devices HGre found in their poss-ession, indicating the.t they a. 
muy have boon the fill" team. .. 

o. On the hightof 29 November, a Company H squad ambush became 
engo.ged with a sizeable enemy force moving across Liborty Hond vicinit~ 
(AT905505). lin account of the incident follo.1S: 

ll.t 291900H, Company H ambushes moved out from PRU LAC (6) Combnt 
Outpost to :Jct in vicinity (AT91350$-iJ.T911505-.i .. T91751 J). 

At 292050H 1 Squad ambushes HJ1l. and H3B reported being set in at 
. viCinity.(AT911505) and (;S914506) respoctively. 

At 292056H, Squad runbush, H3C, while moving to ambush site heard 
VN voices on both sides of their position. At tho same time they 
observed 3 ene:r.wmciving o:n'to the road>.'. Squad 2:mbush, HJB, heard 
VN voicns 25 meters to thei'c'oC:lst. H3C S'2t in an innnediate action 
n.mbush position. EnenW troops 1f.Tith pilCks, individual and crew served 

. W8E!:po,ns, ;:startod r,loving [tcross tho road. The squ'J.d o.mbush counted 
, 237 one'ray r;ipve, across the road .. 

-14- 1ID~©~ffiJ~~n~a~@ 
JiiQ'WillSlilIEiL 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
.r , 
, ' 

.kt;2921QOH, H3C 'an~ H3B ',r~p6rtcd'bcing in enemy contact. H3A was 
,'or¢lore::1 to move to and tie in wi thH3B.ln the ensUing fire fight, 
it }:8.S deter·mined the.t the enemy col'l.1lm had' moved behind H3C "Tho 
vrJ.s prosently movi,ng down the road into position. furines counted 
the si~e of the enomy unit and took rear eler-snts under fire obs
.ervi?lg 3 enerJ;1 fall.' A fourth enemy retur.J!ll41g, to rc1~l!'iove a weapon, 
movod to within 4 feot of a,M?I.l:'ine,at which time he was shot. 
Simultaneously H3B ongaged what was a suspected flank unit for the 
majormovenOI!t. Mcl.rines in H3Creported the enemy W3.8 moving in a 
colUl\1e 1.Ji th a 2, feet interval be,t-ween ,men. Thei-r movement was 
rapid nnd noise discipline good with one exception; thore was ex-

.cossivetalkingin the enemy ranks. The Marine unit 'further re
ported the crying of women ::md child:r;$'n' in the village the enemy 
had just movod through. It was roported that one enemy looked towar('; 
the IvIarin6s and, said "Hellon ;as he passed - an,apparent attempt to 
determine if the Jvhrines were in fact thoro. 

At 29210]H,.CO 2/5 ,alerted tho STRIKE FORCE fo~ possible commitment 
to the ambush site. H&S Company wa.s directed to form a platoon on 
a stal)dby basis to relieve Company'G on the lines for possible 
comi1D,. tment. ' 

.At 29211 OE, H3B ond H3li. linked up and started moving south to H3C' s 
position •. 

.i~t 292115H, u reques,t :for a. flareship 'W,\l3, submitted toC,,:iRSTAIRS (1)0 
CARSTliIRS (1), advised of 3.vailable SPOOKY aircraft. Tho ai:!1craft 
'Wn,s not r0<1uested' so artillery cOl..u.d fire. E/2/11- commenced firir.g 
coninuous illuroinationin support of the engaged l<Tarines. Simuitan·
eo~~sly one platoon of guns commenced firing HE into concentration 1. 
vicinity (:.T897503-AT908505). 1~ second platoon commenced firing 
concer.tration N (L,TS96508-AT907509). ,Both 'of these' concontra tions 

. cover lmOH!l enemy routes of egress and movmnent. Forty~five rc'vj,"l0.S 
HE i..;::;re firedonconoentration L' and 50 rounds HE ',.TOre' fired on 
concentrntion No 

At 292124H, H 3 became completely linked up and commenced exploi te.tio: 
of the enemy's confusion under the .continuous illumin[~tion~ 

At 292125H, G!l bnttory fired 14 rounds HE zone/shirt fire into 
v:1.cinit;:.~ (il.TG96508·-LT907509 ) suspscted area of eneDlY egress •. 

Lt, 2?2nJ~i<,ci FireFly \lilS reque:stccl out 'n~vGrreceived. 

Lt 2921Li.OH, 70 rounds HE fuze mixed quick and VT were zaped/shift 
fire from U.~?<}8512) to (1l.T90Li502), also D.iles'cap~ route .. 

lID~©~fjJ~~UllD~@ 
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• ~t 292145H,. F.;t..areship BasketballZ46 arriven onstqtion and 
artillery illumination Was secured. At 2255H the aircraft ,
developed mechanical g.:ifrfculties and" artitle'ry;~illumihation was 
roLn:'nOd'; Easketball?96arrived d( st:1tion at 2330H Olnd 
reassumed the illumination mission. 

f-l. t 2200H, E/2/11 fir~d 66 round s HE zone/shift on another possib~e 
escape route vicinity (AT892513-AT8~2512). 

At 292207H, H 3 reYJorted the discovery of 1 enemy KIA, 1 wearon an.:: 
1 rack. (See Part IV #:e 3i t Rep #349· D'IG 292400H) eo 

,. 

At 292215H, 8" hJ.ttery fired ;:'.n a0riitional 4 r('unds HE into 
vicinity. (A '190 1513) • 

itt 292300H, E/2/11 fired 53 rounds HE fuze nixed zmic/ohift:Ln. 0.t1 

area of c kno .... n etIeny t:rench1itlo vicix.li'ty (":"T902502-LT9055'12) .. 

At 292259H, ex:· :7/5 secured the ST'i.Il\E FOlCE. 

(Throughout the night a total of 141, 105 i1 'umination rounds were 
fired. H 3 remainen in position through-cut the night searching the 
aroa of ty:) i).rLl~:u(Jh).' . 

.1-1. t 300600H, 1 platoon of Comp:tny F with CP moved out along Liberty 
ROoid picking up two platoons already in position on -::,he roact and 
moved into the objective area vicinity (;1. '1904505). Comrany H 
moved a platoon to vicinity (l\. '1'909522) to block for CClmpany Ft s 
sweep •. j~ Comp:.my H platoon moved to vicintiy .(f~T915505) checking 
the area east of road. hll evidence of enemy casualties had 
been removed. 

p. On 30 November, 3. Marine moving in a. Com.p1.ny F S& D trinped a 
pressure type booby tr3.p of Unkn01"l} size vicinity (,~T91050e). I'-I.n 
LZ was s~curE.!,d and the wounded H3.rine .med..,.evac 

2. l~lth~ugh plagued by booby traps. 2/5 Marines continued to disp]ay 
the c1rjl1 te) 'flush t.h::oVC fr6j·.~ his hidin:: place' and .the sj::,iri t to 
pursuo. dnel .. G .. ,st:coy. . •. 

J" Fire fui?port 

1. Battery E, 2nd &1.ttalion, 11th Harines in direct support of the 
2nd Bp.ttalion, 5th Harineslocaterl atilN- HOil., Combat B'\se,' supported 
units in the field during the month of Nqvember. 

2. 1 st Platoop, -3rd Bit HOliritzer Battery and ·.lst Platoon 3rd 155 Gun 
Battery,both of the 11th ~~arinos, also provided. artillery' support. 
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3. ,A detachment, (t,,,o 4.211 mortarf;!) from, Wiskey Battery, 3rd Battalion, 
11th H;;lrinr;s, located at NONG SON ComPany Outpost'UI.T8143'83), Su..pported 
cc'r:lprmT o'.)i;:~3. t.ions in tho arO(lo ' 

, The f()llo~nng is a sUIl1.rnc.tion of artillery support during the month .~~. 

of NovenDor: 

, 'a. Jlff" • ' <::,,1[3'§1.Qr& Ob,s Unobs' B&I 

t\1mI'J' :,7':7/ ~1' 424 
105 HOH ' i79 18 648 
155 How 40 8 0 
155"Gun 16 '6 14 
8 11 "He1.-; 66 20 13 

b~ Rounqs FiI'ilJl ' 'HE ' WP ILL 

81mm 2,113 199 745 
105 How 5,659 :356 786 

., 155 How 635 39 33 
155, Gnu 982 0' '0 ' 
8i1' 1272 0 0 

c. ,'!toUD~J.?...by t';DEl'~ini ssion 9?S Unobs H&I, 

81mm 476 76 1,551-, 
105 How 4,590 428 t,,78} 
155H01o 463 13 31 .. , 

155 Gun 139 39; 94. 
8" HOH 659 '146 1'77 

5. §ign..tfj..,Q"l!].};!,_J~.1.re Support ,Ev.ent.s. 

,'a. B?ott,ery.E/2/11 in direct, s'Upport o£Operation ESSEX, £rom 6' 
"Novemb8r, to 17 'November., , ,; 

b. The Bi.l.ttery provided direptsupport to Operation FOSTER 14 
novem~~ertht'ough 30 NQVember., ,..rhile' eontinutng to accomplish the 
pril:1ar-j nLi:::l8iOll of support, for 2nd Bntta.lion, 5th Marirtes., . , 

.. , Outf_'t-:±n(l~,ng 'close' anq contimlbus artillfjry 'support" was pr;rided 
on t~:J8 riif:'hts 'of 27, NO~Tem.bGr and 29" NOV8illberwi th :l,llulllinattion ,and 
b~.p;h e'xr':':':;~::L'v:J$ whentvo squacl 8.Eibushes est~abl~syod solid, contact 
ll~~·t,h 6:ner~T fb~1fJCS. ' 

1 0 ~':;t0t..ig~~J,,".J\ .. i.r. SUJ')~9rt. TacticnJ. alr support during Operation ESSEX 
includod 35 close atr snpport missions (71 sorties); 30 controlled by 
a Ti~CU.) m:c1 5 controlled by +,he T':"CP. Toto.l close air support for the 
nq::::h of novomber vas 41 m.;_ssions (81 sorties) 0 In addition, 30 aerial 
r)bfl(:)r\Tc,i;i.0n/,L~Cl1. (A) mission3 1 .. :r,') flcn·;n dU:':"ing November. Three flare
(~bi1.')G nnd two llSPOOKYH gunc-hius Hore o.ls:J 1},1v::i.lized. Two APD r.issions 
,,'Ic;:r;~ fImol1, eluring ESSEX. (Se~ Part IV # F );. '" 
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2. LogJstical a.nd Administ.rative SlPJX?rt.· h total logistic 
missions were flol:m; 2 emergency missions, W priority and 10 
routine~ These were ~ostly in Support of ESSEX. 

30 Hed-ewes.. Ii hundred :J.nd twenty-four med..;.eva9 requests involvinp 
265 were submitted ann completed. 'Ihirty-fjve emergency, 54 prioritj 

,. .and 35 routine missions. 

4.. JPP-lO.. Forty-tw:o TPQ-10 missions were .flown resulting in a 
total'of 43 tons of or.djnce being delivered. 

5. Obtaining helicopter support at the time qesired continues to b r 

a pr0b1oD. c;xcludj_n~:; t1c-::"..,;Dva~ t.hioh 'are usualJ.y cOHpletGd in a 
ro,' o0'l:1;J.:)lo tina irt'::·.o. ~~urial Oo6o:t"v~:tion missions i;;:covided 
excollent su.{~· ort this l;lonth in ibottl th0 role of visual recon and 
TAC (A). 

Lo ~ogistics 

General. 
a. Tho most import'3.nt endea.vor llndcrtaken by the 8-4 during the 
month of November was the 10gistic3.l support of Oper:]. tion ESSEX" 
This ".Ba ttalion 'lJ-Ta s a ssisted in this undertaking by the AN HO:, 
Logistic ,Support Unit and Helicopter Support Teams. In adc1ition 
to the HST st:l.tioned at ;~N HQ,\, a HST was ioeated with CT' group on 
Hill 170 in "NTENNI. V"LLEY and a team moved with each comp'3.ny. :~11 
resupplyv.es flo'lJ-m from ;\N Ho.. to At.TTEf,~NA VALLEY by helicopter. 
In addition to the nomal resu""'ply missions, the Harines in the 
field received ice cre3.m and c.-:.ke on the Harine Corps Birthday. 

~ On Nov<'.l'1ber 1, the Comrn3.nd Ma teria.l· Management Inspection Team 
arrived to inspect the B3.ttp.lion •• Orctance, cornmunic3.tions, motor 
transport, food services, 6UPPJ,.y, and engineers were inspected" ~ 
The Battalion was rated as S'ltiei,'lctory with descre»'1ncies. ., 

c. In the middle of the month the m,F (2rld B~lttalion, 3d Marines) 
.::rrivect at11.l! HOrl. to I',,3,rticipate in Operation FnS'IE,;(. The 2nd 
Battalion, 3d l'Iarines u,;~:c!. 2/5 f S opc;lciiJ.l. servicos buil.linf', .J.S a 
CDC. In andition, the messh"l.ll, showers, billeting areas and other 
camp facilities were m3.de available to the officers and me n of 2!3~ 
Members 01: the battalion indicated that during their ten day stay 
they enjoyed better facilities than they han. ::tt any other t:ime 
during their tnur as the SLF .. 
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d_ On 20 November, the AN ROA ~~£ie1d was temporarily closed for 

'l'''lp(,iL'i!e The SenEoes iL-illlodiat€J.y i~itia.ted repu;i.r work and in
dicat.8cl that therunwny would be re-:-operted_ within 1.0 days. It was. 

a. On 1 November, the Di vi~ion Supply Inspocting Team, a part of 
the COnLmand Material Management Inspection Teara" inspected Battaliar,. 
Supply. S'.lpply .1as found to be in satisfactory condition with' 
discrepancies o Later in the month the Battalion Supply was inspect:'!l, 
b)T the Division Fiscal Section. Again, supply was given a satis
factory rating vii th two minor dri..screpa.ncies. 

b. During Operation ESSEX, Battalion Supply nmintaincd a24 hour 
"mtch at the Collecting and Clea~ing Station that was established 
",t the Batt8.1icn lI.id Station. As casualities arrived from the field 
their 782. gear and weapons were collected by supply personnel. 
Items of 782 ge."lr were r.eturnedto 'supply "II/here they vereinspectcfj. 
for serviceability. Ser:viceabl~ gear was w.cwhed at the LSU laundcy 
and ro-issued. Rifles were returned to the Battalion Armory whsre 
they '.·Jere cleaned, inspected and rElturned to service. Over 150 
individual woapons nnd approxiT:ltttley 75% of tho 782 gear Here re
covered; reducing considerably what. could have been an eA~romely 
high cOI:ibat loss. 

G. Supply conducted a warehouse inventory this month in an effort 
to reduce items of unneces~ary equipment. Some items were found,. 
and, in an effort to'''lighten thc load", thoy wero dropped fY'o!1l 
the uui t cargo lIk.'U1ifost and marked for return to 1 st Force Service 
Regiment. 

d. Class II logistical support continuod to show nnrkcd improvement 
du.~ingthe month of November4 Large amotmts of 782 genr were re
c2:1,vecl a~"1d made available for issue to.. :M..arines joining 2/5 .. 

a, On 1 Noveuiber a lecture, followed by ?- discussion, was presented 
to Jvhe nenbors of tho motor. transport 'section by the ",~ssistant 
I'i"yL01' Transport. Officer. The topic centered around the Flathods of 
i::::::fr;j n.:rd s<:-;cond echelon r.k"1intenance of the M-series vehicles. 

b. Drive!' tT.'nining classes were held for the 11-2'74 .(}.1uJ..e) ~nd 
H.~1;.<2A 1 (Higi:)ty Iv1i:t.e) during November. Fifteen new Mulc drivers 
and tv.ro now r·'lighty Mite drivers were licensed. At the conclusion 
of the conrsos,tho newly licensed drivers and the members of the 
motor transport platoon were given a safe driv:i.ng lecture. 
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c. To provide for increase control and security o£ the motor 
transport area, the motor transport personnel construeted a 
<iernE-nt. decked dispg.tch 1.nd recor<;is hut at the entr'1nce to the 
motor pool .. 

d; Of the ba'btnlion's vehicles 92% are currently operational 
ready. 

4. Engmeers. 

a. The 1st Ehgineers provided this Battalion w'ith a ten m9.n 
demolition team during Operation ESSEX. 

'b. HDad sweeps continued to be conducted during the month o£ 
November. With one exception during the operation, when the 
road was swept to the south; all swoeps were conducted between 
AN HDA. and PHU L'l.C (6). During the .month apP:roximately .30 mines 
and booby trans were found on Liberty Road between the afore
mentioned -positions. 

c. The engineers comnleted construction of the 2Bth and last 
bunker on 22 Novemper. Excess building materials have been turned 
in to the 1 st Ehgineer f3a ttalion. 

5. Cormnun ica t ion s 

a. The mes~~ge center received 1100 messages during the month 
of November and transmitted 200. Over 40% of the outgoing traffic 
was tr:l.nsmitted Manually .because the ,\N/GGC-3 (tape cutt~r) was 
at FSIi for repairs. The ,'tN/GGC-3 was returned to the Bc'"\ttaJ ion 
late in the month"1nd it is currently in operation. It provides 
the Battalion with fa$ter more efficient communic"'.tions. The 
mesS3.ge center was 'I'cwire-drlur~g-·Noverj1::;er. In udr.lition wd.th 
RomaxCable and the lighting system ~proved. 

b. '!he wire section l3.ycd a five pair o-'1.ble between the sl.dtch
board and the B.S in November. In ad-'ition, many of the cables 
in the Cp area were replaced. On the battalion's periMeter, Doles 
and new junction boxes were inst::i.lled for the telephrme lines 
which were prev~Qusly on the ground. 

c. The IItech" shop repaired 167 pieces of communic'l.tions 
equirncnt (luring JlJovembE!r. Throughout Operation ESSEX, the tech 
shop was able to keep 97% of the battalicn's AN/PllC-25IS in 

op f.:,r"'tt ion. 

d. Sixty-eight new pieces of radio eauipment were received through 
the supDly system during the Month. Three KY-136's and six KYK-12 f s 
(components of the KY-8) were turned in to the Division ffiC. In 
addition, two KY-13 1 s (shockproof mounts fer the KY-g) were 
declassified by destroying the nomenclature ta.gs on them .. 
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6"Medical 

(1) On 3 November, a medical support teom was combined with 
:3/1.,s personnoJ_ for 'triage during Operation ESSEX. Utilizing BAS 
fccilitios, 292 patients were seen and treated in an average 
of sevon ~inutes. Furthermore, a Nodifed field kitchen was 
ost:J.blished to ensure aU casualties received hot food and 
beverages. 

(2) On 16 Novembor, the Bl~S "laS utilized for Operation B...DGER 
HUNT/FOSTER. 

(3) Foot protective ointment for prevention of inuaorsion foot 
was discontinued by the Rcgi~~ntal Gonmmnder. 

(/+) i~ Vietnamese nurses l cl::l.ss was graduated this T(lonth. 

b. Average number of Vietnamese p..~tients seen dai:q •••••••••• 74 
NUDber of Vietnamese patients seen this month •••••••••.•.• 2224 
Hllmber of Vietnamese patients med-evaced •••••.• ~ •••••••••• 73 

c. Average number of mili t::lry patients seen daily. ~' •••••••••• 51 
~h;anber of military patients seen tllDis mqnth •••••••••• ~ •••• 1525 
Number of referrals to out patient. ~li;r1i.Cs~ ••• _ • • _ ........ ••• 70 

d. Routine· -Nedical Complaints:'" 
a" Di[l.rrhea .•••. II •••••••••• ~ •• 9 -
b. .URI. II •• -••.•••••••••• .. ~ ••••• •• 25 
c. Dermnti tis ......... " ........ ~·".37 
do> Stomach Disorders ••• :~. a.: •• '12 
e. Ea~ Infections •••••••••••••• 8 
f. Immersion Foot ••.•••••••••• 25 

-e e. The Host significant dise'lse tbis. LJonth \o,2.S Malaria. Preventat:l. "<re 
m(~asures are still in effect to curb the incidence of KJ.laria in -
this ilroa. 

;.1" D.iylL!::.ffairsiCl vic Action. 

'1 ~ g::)I1£;t:.? .... l.. During this 'reporting period, 2/5 s..;' assisted 2/3 and 
29th Gil. UQ1j~lany- i::-- relocating 7,921 refugees, from Operations ESSEX and 
I"OST:B.irts :1.n TH.:,)'J{{ lVff Eefugee Settlement, DUe DUG Dist.rict. In all,27! 
kms oJ' rice 1"u;i;'E) ~[l.pturGd in both operations, bagged l.!"\ rice bags provided 
by thG 2/5 3-5, and. turnod over to DUG DUe District. A:l.t,hough operatiom·1.J. 
COP.Uil:i..tments of tlilis B~~.ttalion preclud.ed tlhe conduct of any MBd Gaps, '.c 
B:,.s~Vi8tnCJnGse Dispensary pie:ced u2 tftp slack in treating 345 Viotna.mese 
fh:;.tinnc'l.1s. S-5 2J 30 supported tHre Vietnameso Independence Day }'estival 
.?t Due Due District on 1 November. 
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20 ~ica:l ~si5tance. The 2/5 g', S, although limited during the 
operations;, has done a fine job in assisting the Civ:lc Action Program 
at: the B;~ S this month.' The following is a breakdown of the treatment 
adi'1inistered •. 

(a) B1~$: ~Female, .1J.Q. Male; ..1l!2 Children, ,145 Tot3.1 
rb) 'IO'11\L: 345 . , 

:3 • Pe rsonal A ssl stanc e 

(al 341 Bags of Corn 
(b) 471 Bags of Bulgar 
(c) 101. C9.ses of Sa,lad OU 
(d) 61 Glses of Orien Milk 
(e) 165 Bags of Beans 
(f) BlI.~ Sheets of Roofing Tin 
(g) 17 Bags of Cement 
(h) 68 Paper Blankets 
(-i) 22 Bale s of C10 thing 

4. Evacua. tion Assistance 

(a) 1 Male 
(b) 1 Child 

':2 Total 
5. Public Lnprovements 

(a) Slwinill at NONG: SON ,. 'In the pl3.nning stage s 
(b) Water Pipe to THhNH MY and H;~U OJ-hNH:... ,In planning stages 
(c) THa,NH MY Rsfugee's Sett:lement Hou'sing - 40% completed 
(d) BY SON Hospitf-tl -75%' completed 
(e) lIT SON High School . .,.: &:J% completed 

\ 
\ 
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COpy.5:_o:f22....Copies 
2nd En '~t.h MD.!:- . . 
AH EGA, VIETNAJ.'1 
. OI;.i2COH Nov 1967 • 

Operat.ion Order.27-67(Operation ESSEX) 
(} 

Ret': (a.) Map: VIETNAM AM3 Series L7014 Sheet 6640 III and IV 1 :50,000 
(b) CG,' 1st Na.rDiv Frag .Order 149-61 
(0) 1st MarDiv'Op Order 301-67 

Til:3e Zone: H ., 
! 

Task Organization: Annex A (task Organization) 

,1. SITUATION. 
" 

.~~ EneliIy Force~. Annex B (Intelligence) 

·e b. Fr'iendly Force s. 

(1) 1st }:Ia.rine Division continues op0:~oat:i..ol.1.,'3 in DANANG T40R. 

(2). Americal Division conducts Op'3rdU.Cl';':'~ t.o the east and .south of the 
ESSEX area of operatione 

/ 
5th Ha.rines 1 prov-ldes two rifle 0l'iT~pa~li8;~ (re:i.n)to 2nd Bn 5th 
Marines. . 

,:. : (4). 7th,Mari:.."les';.;~:reparedto provide OUG rifie::·qom~¥iY.'tp;; ~cl'Bn 5th 
Marine.s on oreleX' CO 1st Ha:c Div... ,,';;, .": >"';': .. ' 

"",' 

~'. ~'. '-~. <;1' 

I .... ,,~ . , . 

...... ", ~ 

(5) 2udBn 5th Ma-:r.ines. . Uni tl;l no-(, d:l.r·ectlj-: pia-:tic'ipat:tng in Ope:ration 

.,~,~.E~SE:h,·:: :.,' ;.:' ;;~.:.:; . .-

. : ,-

(a) Co E (:..) (Rein) located D.t NONG SOH combat base (AT81J.384) 
.. ' (ionducts·smal1.;Ul1it:-6peration.;,!\,r:Lt.l"db, 1000.me-ters.6f·c'ombat 
.:~' bas~:.:.' .. ,. . .:'., ., / i ••. :.' . 

. (b) '~'~' '~'(R~ii.)~·:·' ~,:. 

1 Continues operations in def~nse'of the Al~ HQA combat base. 

, ~ ~ovidQs on,e pJ.~too.n.:for read s1:1eep security and secur1ty 
formov'ement of Amtrucs (4'..;h Plat Co A 3rd Amtrac Bn) t:rom 
AN HOA combat base to ",estern ,·lge of ANTENNA VALLEY on 
D-Day. 

,,, '·1 Pro-rldes . REACTIoN FoIicE/SPilllROW' R(~WK platoon at AN HOA, 
, ,:' ,<;lO!ii~at base on 24-hoU'l' b~si8 for conmlitmBnt in sutlport ot 

" "'CAPS N-1, N-2, N-3, PHU LAC (6) Qutpost (1~T925527), and 
. ~efenf.le .of' the AN cROll. industrial complex. '. 

• •. '. ','" "".,,' ".", '.: .• ,' ,.-;; •.•.• ''''t 

GVN Forces., 
I,' l", -" .. ,'. ,. 

'Ca..)", 707th ·Rf Co (AT849394) conducts 10c8.1 operations at. lIGetorn 
edge of ANTENl1A VALLEY. Not directly partioipating in Operation 

:. ESSEX .. ", ,", ' .. " '. '.:, , 

..... 1, , ' 
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(b) QN/H121 Popular Force Platoon (ATS55397). Village seourity 
for KHUONG TRm-IG (2) hamlet at western edge of ANTENNA VALLEY. 
Not directly participating in OpGratio~.~SSEX. 

-Artillery. 

(0) 

(d) 

Air. 

11th Marines coordinates firos with Americal Division. 

Btry E 2nd Bn 11th Marines Dis 2nd Bn 5th ~nrines. Position 
area AN HOA combat base (11.T876'474). Six' 105nnn .howitzers 
(towed) and £our 155mm howitzers (towed). 

Platoon, 3rd 8 inch Hqwitzer Battery. GiS pri~rity of fires 
to 2nd En 5th Marines. Position area ~U~ HOA combat base 
(AT876476) • 

Det, l~rtar Btry 3rd Bn 11th Marines DiS 2rid Bn 5th Marines. 
Position area NONG SON combat base (AT813384). Two 4.2 inch 
mortars. 

Annex C (Air Support). 

(9) Amtracs. 3rd iuntrac En proVides LVT augm0ntat~on to 4th Plat-Co A 
3rd Amtrac En. 

(10) Medical. 1st a~dical Bn prov:i.des one Shocl</Surgical Team (2 officers/ 
9 enlisted) to r'einforcc 2nd En 5thHll':i,~ws B...s for the duration of 
operation. 

(11) ReconnaiSsance. 1st Reconnaissance Bn provides reconnaissance support 
to 2nd Bn 5th Marines cO::lltlencing 3 Nov coordin:iti g all acti.vities 
in .AO al1d use o£ reaction force with 2nd Bn 5th H1.!'inas. 1st 
Rcconnnissnnce Bn provides :- iason Terun with 2nd En 5th Marines 
Comroa.nd Group at Hill 170 (ATGg73$2). Appendix 2 (Racon Inserts) 
to Annex B (Intolligence). 

(12)Shoro Party. 1st SP Bn provides EST augmentation as follows: 

(a) 

(b) 

Team HQ loeD.ted at 181'. J;l.N HOA combat base (ATe75475). 

One team with Command Group 2nd Bn 5th Marines at Hill 170 
(il.TeS7382) • 

(c) -One team with e;:o.ch of' the four rifle companios participating 
in Operation ESSEX. 

c. Attachments and Detachments. Annex ii.(Task Organization). 
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lIJODIFIED HANDLnm .i~UT ZED • ~. MISSION. 2nd En 5th i'.iarines (-) (Rein) conducts heliborne a.ssault followed 

by S&D operQtions in the ANTENlIfA VALLEY· area in order to capture or destroy 
enemy caches, installa t.ions and m-l tcrial, disrupt· co:1.' ,and Hq functions, 
obtain ~nto21igence, and to kill or capture enemy forcos. 

3. EXECUTION. 

a. Conce12t.s;S operation. Annex D (Operation Overlay). 

(1) Phase I. 2nd Bn 5th ~~rines oonduots haliborne assault into 
li-NTENNA V~u.LEY with two rifle companiesfr6m the ... N HO~~ combat base 
and no~o two rifle compnnies into the western edge of li.NTENNA 
V.u.LEY on foot: One company moving on foot via LIBERTY ROAD south 
from the l~N ROA combat base and the oth~r company mOvipg on f'oot 
from the NONG SON combat base. The two heliborne companies and 
the company moving from the NONG SON comba.t oo.se seize initial 
objectives and commence patrol "1.ctivities in the north central 
portion of ~lliTENNA V .. 'U..LEY. The company moving on f'oot :from the 
Jill ROA combat Ck'l.Sa seizes initial objective vicinity of' Hill 170 
becomes BattaJ.ion Reserve and conducts 10c,'1.1 patrols in the vioinit.y 
of' Hill 170. 

(2) Phase II. 2nd Bn 5th J.hrines continues Search & Destroy OperD.tion 
with three rifle companies oper"lting from successive patrol bases 
a.J.ongthe northeastern rim of il1-JTENNA VALLEY • Companies system.
~tically search out all st~eam lines, trails and possible harbor 
sites well up into the mountains. One rifle company continuos local 
patrol activities' in the vicinity of' Hill 170. Annex E (Detailed 
Search Plan). . ' . 

(3) . Phase III. 2nd Bn 5th Marines continuas Search & Destroy Operation 
with three rifle companies operating £rom succossive patrol bases 
a.long the south,.,estern rim of l..NTENN~1. VALLEY. Annex E (Detail.od 
Search Pl2.l1);. 

b. Co G (Rein) 

(1) Co~,~menc1ng 0500 D-Day cross the SONG THU BON, move overland and 
seize Objective C. 

(2) On order be prepared t.o counter enemy throats to the ~l1borna 
assnult developing from the south of L3 Rl~VEN. 

() On order continue movement to Objective D. Upon. seizura of' Obj
ective D conduct intensive sca~ch within zone. Annex E (Detailed 
Searoh Plan). 

o. Co II (Rel.;n 1 
(1) On D-Day conduct heliborne movement and J.o.nd a.t L-Hour in LZ RAVEN. 

(2) Secure LZ R.i~l1EN and maintain seourity of zone while Co D (Rein) 
lands in zone and commences attack tciwards Objecti-ve E. 
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(3) On order ['.bandon 1Z RiWEN and commence attA.ck to Objective F. 

(4) Upon seizure (:>f Ob~ecti 70 !? and on order commence intensiw search 
within zone. i.l.l1Jl8X E (Detailed SeEtrch Plan). 

d. Co D (Rein) 

(1 ) On D-Day conduct heli borne movement in trace o.f Co H (Rein) and 
land in LZ Ri~ liEN. 

(2) On arrival LZ fu~VEN commence attack to Objective E. 

(3) Upon seizure of Objective E and on order commence intensive search 
within zone. Annex E (Detailed Search Plan). 

e. Sec Slnun lvJort Plat (ReirU 

(1) On D-Day conduct heliborne movement and land at L-Hour in LZ DOVE. 

(2) On arrival LZ DOVE establish position area and provide fire support 
a.s directed. 

(3) Coordinate lOc~ltion o.f position area at LZ DOVE with 2nd Plat (Rein) 
Co E. 

f. 2nd Plat (Rein) Co E 

(1) Commencing 0800 on D-1 conduct combat patrol from NONG SON combat 
base to Objective A. 

(2) Secure Objectiv~ A (1Z DOVE) clear 1Z DOVE and conduct engr sweep 
to locate and destroy enemy mines in zone. 

(3) On D-Day at L-Hour be prepared to rcct:sive En Cmd Grp in LZ DOVE. _ 
Provide terminal guidance for helicopter landing in LZ. 

g. Sec 106mrn RR Plat 

(1) On D-Day conduct heliborne movement and land at L-Hour in LZ DOVE. 

(2) On arrival LZ DOVE establish firing position and provide fire 
support as directed. 

(3) Coordinate location of firing position at LZ DOVE with 2nd Plat 
(Rein) Co E. 

h. '~h Plat Co A Jrd Amtrac Bn 

(1 ) Commencing BMNT on D-Day conduct raovsll1ent in trace of Engr Road 
S-.reep and Road Sweop Security Platoon (Co F) from AN RCA combat 
base to Check Point # 4. 

(2) Upon nrrival Check Point #4 commence move to Objective B with 
platoon Co M. 
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(.3) Be prepared on order to conduct move .from Check Point· # 4 to 
NONG SON combat base .. 

.. ,~ •. 2J.jQ 'FLit bl ,CoD l~rt EJ1~n 

(1) On D-Day conduct holiborne movement and land at L-Hour in LZ DOVE. 

(2) Be prepared to provide support as directed. 

j. Battalion Reser~ 

(1) CR M (Rein) 3rd Bn 5th ~hrines. 

(a) Commencing 0500 D-Day conduct overland movement :from AN HOI£. 
combat base to Check Point #4 at western edge of ANTENNI .. 
ULlliY. ' 

(b) On order Co (-) cornmGnce'~ attack to Objective B, seizes 
Objoctive B and maintains position as En Reserve. 

(0) Provide one platoon to remain at Check Point # 4. Upon 
arrival.o.f 4th PInt Co A Jrd Amtrac Bn platoon provides 
security for vehicles and continue movement to Objective B. 

(d) Be prepared .for commitment -to any of' the twelve (12) search 
7.~nes. Annex E (Detailed Se~rch Plan). 

(2) Plat (Rein) Co F (STRIKE FORCjl. 2nd Bn 5th Mar Operation Plan 
304A-67. 

(3) Cq, (Rein L.1j;:..h..11:~rine s. Reference (b). 

k. ~dinatin~ Instructions. 

(1) D-Day 6 November 1967 

(2) H-Hour o8oaH 

(3) 1l.res. of Operation (1 .. 0) 1 .. T8643to . i"T9843 to [~T98J6 to AT9430 
to AT8630 to ilT8643. 

(4) Rules ot: Eng<.lgement.Reference (c). 

(5) Brief Sit Rep on lending in LZ I.Uld 0"":"-;=7 hour thoreafter. 

(6) Report checkpoints; objectives, phase lines, plannc~ ~~trol routes, 
and planned night activities loclltions. 

{7) EEl's - Annex B (Intelligence) 

(8) Air Support - il.llllex C (Air Support) 
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(9) Ope:caT,icn OYerlay - .Annex D (Oper",tion Overlay) 

(10) Detai1('.d Search Plan - Anl1e).~ E (Detailed Seorch Plnn) 

(11) Flood Plan - lmnex F (F:.ood PLm) 

(12) Civil Affairs - Appendix 3 (Civil .il.ffnirs) to li.n.nex H (li.dminist-
ration and Logistics) 

(13) Psychological Operations - lu:mex G (Psychological Operations) 

(14) Recan Inscrt~'l: - A~)pendix 2 (Recon Inserts) to Annex B (Intelligence) 

(15) Use of Ci3 only on order/authority this Hq. Extensive use of 
smoke for tI hole hunting!: dir0 cted .. 

(16) Alert nIl personnel to threat of raines and booby troops. 

(17) Movement of Command Group, Sec $1mm Mort PInt, Sec 106mm RR Plat. 

(0.) Staging area. Terminal Building AN ROil. airstrip. NLT 0700 
all D-Dayo 

(b) Loading Order. Sec 106nun RR Plat, Sec 81mm Mort Plat :followed 
by remainder of En Cmd Group. 

(18) Fire Support Coordination e 

(a) 2nd En 5th M.'1.rincs normal TAOR minus Operation ESSEX AD 
co~rdinat,ed by ROCKMt1T BAILY 11.EilR at combat base Jill HOI!.. 

(b) Onern:l:,ion ESSEX 11.0 coordinated by ROOKMi~T BAILEY upon 1l.l:'rival. 
fli.lJ.. no (AT888.382) nt L-"Hour' .. ' .,. 

(0) Sumbit H&! fires and night defensive firl)s to ROCI\MLlT 8.tULEY 
by 1730 daily or as early as the tactical situation .permits. 

(d) The SLV-i~-PLi~ System 'Will be in effect for t.his opera.tion 
and will be administered by 2nd Bn 5th ~hrines Cmd Grp FSC 
(ROCKl1AT 11ilLEY). 2nd En 5th tfnrines has been authorized 
a pre-cleared SAV-A-PLl~ erea for the duration of the 
operation. Boundaries of ·the cleared aroa are the AO for 
Operation ESSEX. Pre-cleared SAV-A-PLANE desim-.atDr B- ~.'BBm"". 

"""..... G~ACc ': 

(0) All f'ires within 500 mete:::.'s of' a boundary/FCL/Search Zone 
must be coordin~ted with the Company concerned. 

(19) Refugee Control - ApJ?0ndix 3 (Oi viI Affairs) to lmnex H (i..dminist
ration and Logistics). 

(20) Unclassified code name - Operation ESSEX. 
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4. lillrUNISTRIl.TION f.ND LCq';ii.TICS. Annex H (Administra.tion ond Logistics). 

a. Comman~ Post~. 

(1 ) 2nd En 5th lv'ar Command Group lands at L-Hour in LZ DOVE and 
establishes Bn ConmUllld Post (Fwd). Hill 170 (~T888382). 

(2) En Cradr, s-3, luI' LnO, and FSCO \.0.11 be air borne in 'H-34 C&C 
aircraft from L minus 1 to L plus 1 over the liO and will land 
directly in LZ DOVE upon tornlination of the critical period of the 
helioborne nsslll.'.lt .. 

b. Communication-Electronic~o 

(1) Div CEDI. 

(2) Bn 0 P2000.1A 

(3) Frequencies .. 

(a) Company Commanders obta.in frequency c;;l.rds from En COmIn 0 
prior to D-Day. 

(b) Ilj..r FrcQ..ue~. 

1 Pri!llD.ry T.ll.CP # 1 Net - BUTTON CRDt.:SON 

~ Alterna.te T':l.CP II 2 Net - BUTTON IVORY 

1 Med-evL~c Froq - BUTTON VER:..ILLION 

(c) IU'tillery COF Net - On frequen~J card 

(d) S1nnn COF Net - On frequency card 

(4) i1.uthentic\tion on NUIlloral CodeKAC-QX-11 

'(5) Relay facility for Artillery COF 'and En Tac Net at NONG SON combn.t 
bnse as back-up. Call sign -I1ROCI\lif .. T REIJ1yn. 

(6) Aut01l111.tic retransmisslon st:ltion on il.rtillery COF will be located 
at En Culd Post (Fwd). Hill 170 (,ATI}S8382). 

(7) KY-8 facility to be established at Bn Cmd Fast (Fwd) Hill 170. 

(8) Thaeust Faints. 

AIRLn!E SS41 
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Annex A (Task Organization) to Operai~i')n r.;'rdo:c ::':'1' ·O~ ':C'f.l.J.mtiQn ESSEX) 

Ref':' None 

Time Zone: H 

(All attachments effective 051300 Oct 1967) 

2nd Bn (- r (Rein) 5th Mn-r: 

Det H&8 Co 
Det Hq Bn 1 st M.'l.r Di v 

Dst ITT 
Det CIT 

Go D 
Det H&S Co 

FO Tn 81mm Mort Plat 
Det Connn Plut 
Det Intel Sec 
Det lYbd Plat 
Det __ PInt .CO_1st Engr Bn 

LtGol G. G~ McNAUGHTON 

(Je,p,,; fl., R.. KIRI{F::..TRICI{ 

Co G (ReiJ.L! Capt E. G. DYER 

Co G 
Det H&S Co 

Fa Tm 8111lm HO:;."t Plat 
Det Comm Plat 
Det Intel Sec 
Det £lIed Plat 
Det 8-3 Sec (Scout Sniper Tm) 

Det 2nd Plat Co B 1 st Engr Bn 

Co H (Rein) 

CoR 
Det H&S Co 

FO Tm 81rom Mort Flat 
Det Cormn Plat 
Det Intel Sec 
Det Med Plat 
Dot 3-3 Sec (Scout Snipe 1" Tm) 

Det 2nd Plat Co B 1 at Eng.c 3n 
2nd Plat (Rein) Co E 

2nd Plat Co E 
Det H&S Co (Det ~~d Plat) 
Det 2nd Plat Co B 1st Engr En 

Capt G. W. BOWli2S 

1stLt R. J. LONG 
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Sed 8lmm Iv'lOrt PIa t (R,&inl 

Sec 8lrnm Hort Plat 
Det f.fed Plat 

~ec I06mm RR Plat 

4th Plat Co A 3d ll.mtrac Bn. 

ad Plat (~>-: Co B 1st En.D,~ 

Battalion Reserve 
Co 1-'1 (Rein) 3d Bn 5th Mar 

Co M 
Det H&B Co 

FO Tm $1nnn Mort: Plat 
Det Corron Plat 
Det Intel Sec 
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1st Lt R. V. HL:"YNES 

2d Lt N. C. ~1CY 

Det Mcd Plat , 
.De1("· Plat Co'·' "'l's't Engr'Bn' - -

£lat Co F (Rein) 

Co (Rein) 7th Mar 
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G<'py.£....'O~GoPiea 
2nd Bn 5 t~t :Ha.r 
All nOll., VlliTNAM 
04120QH November 1967 

Annex B (Intelligence) to Operation Order 27-67 (Operation ESSEX) 

Ref: (a) Maps: SOUTH VIETNAM 1 :50,000 (HIEP DUC) Sheets 6640 IIi 
(b) DivO P3800.1F (SOp for Intelligence) 
(c) DivO 3461.2 

Time Zone: H 

1. SUNNARY OF E~1EMY SITUATION. 

a. The general area of operation within ANTENNA VALLEY may contain 
elements of the 31 st NVA, and 1 VC Regt and an unknown number of' 
local gucrrj.llaso Reliable intelligence reports indicate consider
able snem.v !Jlovement in the eJ.stern portion of ANTENNA VALLEY. In
formatio:n cler.c1ved from intelligence sou.rces provide fairly conclusive 
Order of BQttle Information on the area of operations. This has been 
an enemy contr·olle9. area for several years and with a tJarine operation 
in that area in De'c ·1966 and operations in 1967 taking appro:x:i.mately 
3000 refugees from that area, the enemy probably continues to have ,.u''';'Ln::lJ.H';CI-):.i 

the usual logistics, propaganda., political and oth~r;Eiupl?oft ~ct-:< .. !~ :V~ :.C.;.;· 
ivities. Aerial photos and intelligence informatioh"'ihdicate that 
the ~ne)ny has constructed fortifications such as bunkers and trench-
lines e~d foxholes. Should a Division or Regimental type head-
quarters be located in the eastern portion of ANTEm~A VALLEY, it is 
likely the enemy will defend the. area vigorously with forces avail-
able and attempt to r.einforce from adjacent areas. 

b. Enemy Units. 

(:r.) }fa.ny order of bD.ttle reports concerning the area of operation 
are low level reports and sometimes cannot be verified. 

EVALUATION DATE OF REPORT LOCATION 

, Bn (Poss 104) 03 6 Oct 67 AT 843333, AT 841325 
AT 857326, AT 848372 
AT 841313 

1 Bn VO F6 

2 NITA Bns C3 
1 VC Company 02 
1 VC MF Company 03 
1 VO Bn F6 

1 VO Company 03 
1 NVA Company 03 
1 VC, Co:: £10, nn) C3 

,. 

12 Oct 67 

4 Oct 67 
13 Oct 67 
16 Oct 67 
17 Oct 67 

20 Oct 67 
21 Oct 67 
21 Oct 67 

.. ... 

CONFIDENTIAL 

AT 843332, AT 819328 
AT 895355 
AT 912373, AT 92.4375 
AT 853385, AT 855390 
AT 895355, AT 905358 
AT 993324, AT 991324 
AT 994325 
AT 905395 
AT 838337 
AT 855325 Y.,· '. ,'·l::;'U j Co'· .:'.', 

J ~ '.. .' .... ~ 
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UNIT EVALU1.TION DATE OF REPORT LOC~lTroN 

, Bn NV1l.(+) C3 23 Oct 67 AT 896358~ AT886358 
AT 819363 

1 VCBn C3 22 Oct 67 I1T 865392 
1 Wi:.. Co f ~C3 26 Oct 67 AT 887.331, AT 890337 
(31st Regt) AT 882341 
1 Bn VC·- C3 27 Oct 67 AT 840315, il.T 844307 
(Poss 105 Bn) l~T 850310 
2 NVli. Companies F6 30 Cct 67 1l.T 846365, 11..T 8.33356 

AT 829.357 

(2) Qiher Informgtion. 

VC Digging Tmmel .3 Oct 67 AT 860398 . 
45 lIJ'VA 4 Oct 67 AT 897356 
G Co Hed Evac Helo drew fire 6 Oct 67 AT 873387 
Rice Caches reported 7 Oc:t 67 n.T 901411, l~T 924408 

.11.T 9440, i1T 915530 
AT 940340 

50 NVil. in fortified ville 22 Oct 67 AT 902378 
VC ll1:.'1.king cof'fins for future 
casualties 26 Oct i~T 880397 

(,3) Additional OOB intelligence ,Jill be P1"O!lUlgntcd by sp3cial summary 
as received. 

2. ESSENTIAL ELENENT~) OF INFORMhTION. 

a. Determine if the enemy will defend against our Heliborne and/or 
overland movement into n.NTE~~ Vl~LEY. If so, with what forces? 
Where will his main defensive posi tiolls be located? Specific attent
ion· directed to enermJ mortar capabi.lity aga.i.nst LZI S • 

b. Determine if iuntracs can operate in i .. NTENNA VALLEY. If' so, what 
barriers must be qypussed or avoided. 

c. Determine if heavy rains will CQuse, flooding within the valley. 
If so, what streams will become impassable water barriers to foot 
movement. 

d. Determine the location of' enemy beese orena including the location of 
rice caches~ ru~~ition storage~ medical facilities and Command Post 
Facilities. 

J. RECONNAISS.i:..NCE LND OBSERVATION MISSION 

a. Orders to Subordinate Units. 

(1) Rifle Companies report the following information. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

(a) Contaot with enemy forces looking for uniformity of 
weapons, clothing and equipment, direction of withdrawal •. 
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(b.) Use of mine and booby traps by the enemy' to include type, 
number and area m:ined. 

(0) Conduct ground reconnaissance in assigned o;reu, of responsi
bility in: order to satisfy ]lEI. 

(2) Medical Section - Report 011 PW/detainees as treated. 

(1) Ma':d.ne Division is requested to provideS 

(s,) . Aarial reconnoissance/photogrDPby as required. 

(1:,) L'1fo~ation, as obtained, on enemy forces within and 
ndj&cent to the area of operation. 

(0) Current nnd predicted weather data. 

(d) .~.::.l movements of Enemy forces that could o.ffect the 
mission of this :~rs • 

. (2) 1st R9cormoissDXlce Bn - Provide irUormation as obtained from 
L."1.seJ..'-i;s u,ssocio,ted with Operation ESSEX" See .Appendix 2 
(Roco~ I."lsert PIon). 

(1) Report all reconnalssonce operations to this Be OIiquarters, 
prior to execution. 

(2) Report immediately reoeipt of corum ~ignals of ~nk Org 

4. 1-IEASURlTIS Fall Hil,WDLING CAFTIVE.-b Cl\PTUP~D DOCll-lENTS. 

a. Reference (b) and (c). 

b. Scouts will have a supply of appropriate tags for prisoners, 
documents and materiols. AJ.l weapons will be forwarded to this Hewiquarters. 

c. Ensure rapid evacuation of captive s to the collection point 
located as assigned by the Bn CO. 

5. }T.ilPS • CHARTS AND PHOTOGRJJJ?Iill. 

n. Reference (a) 

b. Aerial photographs available in 8-2. 
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6. COUNTERINTELLIGENCE. 

Q. Reference (b) 

b. No member of,.t~sd~R1'Il1l'.anrl .. W!tll mark thrust points, check points or 
friendly posit~bn 'directly on a ~p. 

c. Challenge and pass words wi~ be passed as required. 

7. REPORTS;iliD DISTRIBUT:t0N. 

a. Submit information copies to Bn S-J of all spot reports of contaots, 
sightings and reports of intelligence value. 

~G~~ 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Oommanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 1'1J111ex Z (Distribution) to 
Operation Order 27-67 

APPENDIXS; 
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1 - Recan Inserts 

CONFIDENTl{LL 
MODIFIED HIJIDLING AUTHORIZED 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

." .. ~ 
CONFIDENTIAL 
}(.J0DIFIED HANDLING AUTH ZED 

eOpy~~eOPies 
2nd Bn 5th J1arines 
AN BOA J VIETNAM 
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Annex C (Air Support) to Operation Order 27-67 (Operation ESSEX) 

Time Zone: H 

Ref: (a) FMFM 3':'3 

1 • SITUATION. 

a. Enemv Force §. Annex B (Intelligence) 

b. Friendly Force§. 

(1) 1st MAW provides fixed wing and helicopter support.. 

(2) MAG-16 provides helicopter support as :follo'ws: 

(a) Vl10-2 provides TAC(A) in InJ1S (Ruey) A/e on station on 
D-Day from 1.-45 min until completion of heliborne assault. 

(b) HMN squadrons provide 18 H-34 type Ale for mininrum 90 men 
:first wave li:ft on D-Day :from AN HOA and landing in LZ 
RAVEN. Total troop lift 350 troops into LZ RAVEN. 

(0) HH}1 squadrons provide two H-34 type A/C on D-Day as Command 
and Control (0&0) helicopters for Bn Cmdr. . 

(d) ill1H squadron provides CR-53 A/c for troop and supplies lift 
from AN HOA landing in LZ DOVE on D-D~. 

(0) HMN squadrons provide two H-34 type A/C daily 0700-1800 
for duration of operation as resupply/med-evac/C&C A/C. 
Helicopters to operate from AN ROA air field. 

(f) VMO-2 providesHU1B gunship A/c 0700~1800 daily as escort 
for H-34 A/Clisted in par~ (e) above. 

(g) During hours of darkness med-evac helos vill be dispatched 
from }~rble Mountain air field to ESSEX AO. 

(3) MAG-16 provides OE-1 fixed wing A/e with AeriaJ. Observer on 
station ESSEX AD P-Day !'rom L+2 until 1800. 

(4) 1',m.G-11, ~ffi.G-12, and MAG-13 provide fixed wing jet Ajc on station 
D-Day from 1.-45 min to L+2, 2 sections of Ale :for LZ irep and 
2 section of Ale for eAS missions. Fixed wing on call oondition 
III (t5 min) thereafter throughout operation. 

(5) Delivery of OS qy A/e spray technique available on call condition 
IV (3D-min standby) throughout operat.ion. 
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(6) W.lGR-152 A/e on call for fixed \ung aerial delivery (paraohute 
drop) as required. Div .AdrninO 301-67. 

2. MISSION. Operation Order 27-67. 

3. lLXECUTION. 

a o Concept of Operations. 

(1) H~ . ...liborne Assault. 18 H-34 type 11./0 lift minimum 90 ~'ft-,rines 
from AN !-rOA air field landing in LZ Ril. VEN at L-Hour on D-Day. 
1 8 Ale will arri va over LZ together I hOl.rever I Ale will set down 
in LZ 6 Ale at 11 time. Second and third groups of 6 A/c ,dll 
follow at 60 to 90 seconds intervals. ~/C will land in column 
on road running N'w/SE in .t'\.NTENNA VALLEY • Simultaneously vd th 
movement of troops to LZ RiVEN, CH-53 type A/C will deliver 
Bn Cmd Grp, Sec 81rnm Mort Plat, and Sec 106mm RR Plat into LZ 
DOVE. 

(2) LZ Prep by fixed-wing. Preparation of LZ will be conducted from 
L-45 min to L-Hour by fixed wing jet A/e controlled b.1 TAC(A) 
in HU1B A/C. 

(3) Control of fixed wing air strikes. Tl.e(A) will remain on station 
to control fixed w"ing airstrilces until helicopterbot'U~ assault 
is complet,ed or no longer provided sufficient eneIrlf targets. 
Upon deF.l:::,ture of T.,.C (Ii.) from ESSitX AO air strikes will be 
controlled by FAC attached to rifle companies. Air LnO 2nd 
En 5th ~/Iarines from vantage point top of Hill 170 also has 
capabili ty of controlling fixed V7ing iJ../C shouJ.d occasion arise. 

(4) ~~..Y2<l.§.. During ·daylight hours med-avllcs helicopters will 
operate. from ':.N ROA air strip and fly emGrgency med-evacs cases 
directly to Bli.S AN ROll.. Priority cases will be carl'ied to 
DAN1:.NG. During hours of d8.rkness med-evacs helicopters will 
opcrcl.te from Marble 110untain air facility • 

. (5) Resupply_ Units operating in ESSEX AO will be resupplied primarily 
b;{ helicopter carrying supplies from LS!i. i.J-J R01~ as controlled 
through HST. 

(6) c. d and Control heliconte. On D-Day En Cmdr will 
depart AN HOll in H-34 A 0 l:l.nd remain airborne over ESSEX AO in 
vicinity o~ LZ ~iVEN from L-1 to L+1 then land direc~ly in LZ 
DOVE. 

b. Co R (Rein). Be prepared for lift out of 90 Harine s in 1 at wave 
in 18 R-34 type 11./0. Remainder of Company to follow in succeeding 
waves. Succeeding Wf'.ves to be either 11-34 or CR-53 J.ijC. 

c. Co D (Rein) 1st En 5th ~~r. Be prepared for lift out in trace of 
Co H in either H-34 or CR-53 type l~/C. 
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d. an emd Qn2G Assemble vicinity AN HOl~ air terminal NLT 0700 D-Day. 

e. Coordinat-ing Instructions. 

(1) For plann,j.ng purposes use 5 l\!<.i1rines per heliteam for H-34 11./C 
and 35 Marine per holi team for CIl-53 J.VC 

(2) Ensure stub mani£osts are prepared ~J each Marine participating 
in heliborne movement. Further ensure that Marines pass stub 
l'1B.ni£est to Bn Representative in loading zone prior to boa.rding 
LiC. 

<:3) North side of' Jill HOllo runway is designated as l~ssembly j'.rea f'or 
troops participating in heliborne lif't to LZ RAVEN. 

(4) Hel:i.copters will land on li.N HOl~ runway in column and load troops 
£rom loading points along north side of runway. 

(5) Company Commanders designate troop loading officer and troop 
loading assistants. Duties lAW reCerence (a). 

(6) Insure friendly positions marked with smoke during conduct of' 
air strikes. 

(7) Request for helicopter transpQrtation/med-evac I1~W lumex H 
(Administration and Logistics). 

(g) LZ R .• VEN is primary LZ. Center of :LZ at AT 910380. 

(9) LZ CRU\l1 is alternate LZ. Center of LZ at 11.T 897390. 

(10) LZ DOVE is secure zone on top of Hill 170 l~T 887.382. 

e.. lillMINISTRi~TION ILND LOGISTIC]§.. Annex Ii (I,;.dministration and Logisties). 

5. CONI4:11iD AND CONHUNICii.TIONS-EJ::?.9TRONJ]§.. 

a. Primary TACP Net - BUTTON CRI}50N. 

b. Alternate TilCP Net - BUTTON IVORY. 

c. Med-evac Net 
- BUTTON VERl1ILLIC1.~!JJ...L .~ 

G~ G. HcNAUQHTON ~ 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marjne Corps 

C oIU11l3.nding 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex Z (Distribution} to 
Operation Order 27-67 
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Annex E (Detailed Search Plan) to Operation Order 27-6'7 (Operat:"on ESSEX) 

Hef': None 

Time Zone: H 

1. §XI'UATION. Operntiol?- Order 27-67 

2. IvIISSION. Oporation Order 27-67 

.3 • EXECT..TTION. 

n. Concept of-9poration. 

,Ie 
Intensive search of' the hill terrain on the north, east and south 
side of ANTENNA Vil.LLEY. 

, 

I, , 

I,' ., 

Throe rifle companies will condu~t SilJlLltal1eous searches i:'1 three 
adjacent search zones ~.]hilo [!. fou-C'th rifle company is positioned 
to renet in any of the three zones to devolop t,he situation as 
engcgem<.nt Hith onemy forces occur~ 

(3) Companies conduct scarch in each [lssigned zone for ostimF.,ted t1..rO 
days per z9no. 

(4) Twelve search zones. Appendix 1 (Detailed Search Plan Overl~). 

b. Riflo Companies. 

(1) Conduct systeTilLl.tic intonsi ve sGarch 1:1i thin assigned zones. 

(2) Initial zones as assigned in paragraph 3 o£ the basic order. 

c. Coordinating Ins+:~ction§. 

(1 ) Search all trails, stream line s ~ gnllio s and likely enemy hose 
areas. 

(2) Rifle companies each maintain overlay of patrol routes of patrols 
conducted. Subrdt one combined overlay to this Hq immediately upon 
completion of oper~tion with all intelligence information developed 
during the operation a~~otatcd. 

(3) Report all rice caches, woapons, medical supplies or other enemy 
contraband immedihtely. Instructions for disposition will be 
provided by this Hq. 

(4) Rice cCtches will not be destroyed except on specific authorit.y 
of this Ret. 
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(5 ) Submit pc. trol plans by IDe> ssa~8 tr) ,-. L,,:,i .,,:., ;,. hi f; :-~q p,:' 1. 0:;" to time 
of' departure. Include ~OD/l\jIl;,cCJ1.:r' .• :, (bIL0nt.:,0. j:,y- chGckpoin't-,s 
and size of patrol. For ::.0.;;": ,-,J:' .?i.",~(r-'~L 'i·.U •. ; i:':lt'l fo:~loHing .. code: 

Fire Toam TK'(,,;: 

Squad 

Platoon TA':'JK 

Company EI.JLLDOZER. 

4. ADIvlINISTfuiTION AND LOGISTICS. Operat.ion Orc:.8J:' 27-67 

5. CONJxIAND ldID Cm1/>fUNICiI.TIONS-ELEC';mONICS, Op('r3:~ion Order 27-67 

C~~' (',l JlIi ~ -+ .. +-. 
~\V'V Vy ' (l\). tJ, A/~ 

AFPENDIX : 

<'-....';G \ M '-, "G><rn"'~ .... t,): J.'ll~1~1J. t..o ....... ..l·.Jl', 

Lieutenant 801onol., U" .s ~ 1vhrine Corps 
Commanding 

~Detailed Search Plan Overlay 

DISTRIBUTION: Annox Z (Distribution) to Operation Order 2.7-67 
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• 
Annex F (FJ.ood Contingenc.y Plan) to Operation Order Zl-67 (Operation ESSEX) 

Time Zone: H 

1 0 §IIIUA rIgli" 

act OONG 'f~"tL~O~[Q As demonstrdted during the flood of 8-10 Oct 1967 
thi.s river has the cap3.bUity of rising more than 30 feet vlithin 
twenty-fou.x- hours.. The river overflowed its banks and completely 
innundated low lying terrain (below the 10-meter contour line) for 
miJ.es around" At the same time its I current appeared to be moving 
between 10 and 20 knots. This river. nows from south to north along 
the western edge of AN'IENNA VALLEY~ The water level dropped equally 
as .fast once its peak surge had been reached. It should be noted 
that once t.he rains stopped the river continued to rise for approx
:1mately t;'"lelve hours. 

b. ANT;@Jl!it y..t:..J:,1:El" streams flowing down out of the hills surrounding 
tLNTENNA W.LLR~ converge into one stream flowing from southeast to 
nortr..c3. st emptying into the S)NG THU BON. Iltring . dry periods the 
streams tr~oughout the valley are passable to foot troops. During 
heavy re.:irls.-J however, many of these strea.ms flowing down. out of' 
the hills vd.ll become swift and deep. The se streams plus t.he main 
draipage streams on the valley floer can become consider-3.ble barriers 
to footo traffic if not :impassable. When the 3)NG THU BON overflowed 
its banks the water backed well up into ANTENNi\ VALLEY. ."'ppendix 1 
(Flood Overlay). 

2. MISSION. Operation Order 27-67 

:3 • EXECUTION. 

a.(b.r,Gept. of operati.2!l • • 

(1) The concept of Operation ESSEX calls for detailed search of 
the hills sUrrounding ANTENNA Vi-I.LLEY. .1.9 such the Companies 
operating in the search zones should not be affected greatly 
by flood water'S. The Battalion Command Group located on top 
of Hill 170 will not be affected. Co M 3rd Bn 5th lvIarines 
upon arrival Objective B will also be located. on high terrain. 
'!Wo critical problems to the success of Operation ESSE{ can 
develop from flood waters; 

(8.) DeJay of Phase I of Operation ESSEX (initial ent.ry ot unit.s 
into AO). 

(b) Isolat.ion of units during Phase II and Phase In. 
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(2) I~!:.·L2L:pJ:~"~e I of Operation F.s~,I.~ "~det8rm:ination will 
b::. made priOl' to 0400 D-Dly by the Bat.t<1.1ion Commander as to 
vrhetber to e:x:ccute or delay the operation. H. rocorrnnendation 
for dEday will be submitted to the Commanding General for 
approval g 

(a) Upon sta!"t of heavy rains or weaz.her forecast that m
dic3.tes flood level may be reached tr.~ zone search will 
cont:inue.l' however, the Battalion n.eser78 Compg.ny will be 
pos:l.tioned within tile zone of one of "the search companies 
on high gro11:ld above the flood level so that water barriers 
will not prevant employment. 

(b) P..ifle Companies operating in search zones will ensure th3.t 
patrol bases and paJ':'rol routes are established in locations 
where swollen streams will not innundate bases or isolate 
units. 

(c) Ri.fJ.e Compa.nies will be prepared to move la.teral~ into 
al.j8.cent, search zones to assist each other in the event 
that water barriers prevent maneuver of the Bn Reserve. 

b. Rifl€_. C~m~r..0_e~.. Upon re ceipt of flDod warning: 

(1) En5\lre patrol b<J.ses are located in such posi~ion that swollen 
stre?.lI's 01' flood .... raters will not l...'1!1undate patrol bases. 

(2) Be prepared to move laterally into adjacent search zones to assist 
adjacent rifle compa~ies. 

c. ~:u.ol) ~~~. Upon rece ipt of flood warning: 

(1) Recall all local patrols immediately. 

(2) Be prepared for movement to position within search zone as 
desi3nated. Appendix 1 (Datailed Search Plan OVl::rlay) of Annex 
E (DBtailed Search Plan). 

4. Ail'lINISTMTION rl.ND LOGISTICS. Operation Order Zl-67 

5.' CON~~ND~JlJD COMJ:"IUNI(};" TIONS-ELECTRDNICS. Operation OIder 27-67 

~~ G. C. HcNi->.UGHIDN 
Lieutenant O:llonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

,./'" . 

·'"'~PPENDlX: ~ - Flood Overla.y 

Commanding 

(" DISTRIBUTION: .i\.nnex Z (Distribution) to Operation Order Z7-67 
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. CifIIIIik No 5_.0~~b!cop;:i.es 
~Bn tl:te:i.n) .S ttl I~r.ines 
Ail! ~.;w1l.~ VIETIt.!\11 
03~800H Novembe~:i.~-i67 

and Logistics) to Operation Order 27-6? (Operation 

a 0- Ini ~.1..§2~~4) LSA AN HOA .. 

b o Prescr.i.bed load • ... •. ~';":'II-",,z ___ 

(l.) Class I ... Individuals carry 3 MClfs w/fueJ., 2 canteens water. 

(2) Class II - Indi~.r.!.duals car.ry 2 bottJ..es of" ha1::l.zone tabl.ets J 2 
bottles masquito repellent~ loan :Coot powder, malaria tablets 
and salt 'I:;ab~ets normal tdjung~e ld:t- requirements~ carry 

. ane pJ.astic bottle o£ I.8.A per each two :i.ndiv.Lduals 0 Radio 
Opera tors car.ry spare radio batter:l-es e 

(3) CJ;':\ss IV ... .AJ.l me:nbe:r.-s of the Rl Cmd Group, Sec 8lmm Hor.tar 
Platoon [~:1.d Sec ~06mm m, P:l.atoon carry 20 sandbags aaoho De
livax- i:;o En CP upon arti,ral.Hill170. 

(4) Class V 

(a) B/A 

(b) fund Gren;Jdes~ Fragmentati9n - 4 per individuall Smoke 5 
per each radio operator (min:l.mum. of 15 per eaoh rifle pla
toon pJ.us25 per each company Hq) J OS grenades CO!" 1 per 
individual .. 

(c)' Demolitions. Engineers carry l.5 J.OO 0-4. Each ri£1e 00 
carry additional 200 ~bs c-4 spread through units. 

e. Res~!y. 

(J.) Sourcel LSA AN BOA 

(2) .con.:b:!b~'&: delivery~ Helicopter delivery dail.y. Requests thl'll 
HST. First. resupply on D+1.e 

(3) Suppl.ies avaUable. ResuppJ_y co~e Jist distributed separately 
by' En 8-4. Order supplies by :line nt1ll1ber 'Where applicable. 

(4) Alternate resupply method. Pre-loaded Amtraos to be pOSitioned 
at base of' BlJ.l 170 with Co M 3/5. If' terrain precludes movement 
of Amtracs to this post tioD they will be bas ed '8 t the NONG SON 
combat base on oall to move to road junction western edge of 
ANTENNA VALLEY (AT 857401). Supplies available on pre-l.oaded 
Amtraos Appendix 1 (Preloaded Amtrao SUPPlies). 
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"'·(5) Bn Gmd Post Forward. Supplies to be delivered upon ~1.nit,ial. 
el),t:r.y in IJZ DOVE. Appendix ~ (LZ DOVE Supplies) <l 

(6) Abrial De:livery. Emergency resupply lAW lliv AdminC-. 301-67. 

('7) water. Primary means of water resupply is from local streams. 
H1!.a.o.lun2 ha~izone tablets per canteen directed. 

E!·tC_ul,g~~Q 

a. BAS AN HO.A (AT 875.472) has been reinf'orced by lBt Mad En Shock/Sur
gica~ T8~ f'or duration of operation~ 

b. Priorit;,,. medevacs wJ.ll be direr.;ted to m. N!l.NG. Head wounds to DA NANG 
NSA. Hosp"i ta:ls Other wounds to :-i.St Mod Ei1" 

c. Emerger.:c:r medevacs will be directed to, B&S AN HOll. 

(J.) COl",cept, of.' Operat4 .()'.1 E3SF.X caJ.J..g fo~l' :'i.ntensive searr;h c;t: mOl,-ntain 
te:r~:,a~l;1 a 'good pOJ~t,:i.on of 'r;'hl.ch :Ls CO'T8:I:,ed by J1mgle canopy. In 
orne'I:' 1";0 ensu,~e 8U.CI~Gr:s :~\:Ll c:nci:.:t'd';Jil.\.O·,1 of casU!3.'J .. t:tes :from such 
tfXi.":'(~-t:1.n pT'e"'pJann:i,ilg and '~:L.);;;t; a':.;t,\;m'b:'i.OIl of ce;r.>i.iai., det.·ai.1.s must 
bl;; :paid by all .U:1:tt COIlm"llldel·~~~ 

(2) pF2 .. "r;;l:~[JEOTI0!\f OF HF.LO T~Z ';::~, As uni t~J move through the mountai.ns 
a'no jU:lp).'.) c::\t!.(J?Y pot9ntial LZ@s :E'or medevac. extraction MUST BE 
m~~ED ,tUm DE~:;:r.GN;~.l.'ED r,,"_1.')~J. the sa'lle nf' r.·aD,y p071nt,s en a pat.:ro:t .. 
Time per::rrl t.hl.ng I,Zes shouTd be ;i:rnpryred as unit;.s pass th:rougho 
Repo·'~·;· p·i·] }~ ·.1· 'n':'-I' a"l 1"'71::- to ';'h". <: Hq is ':I) R"'·po',· ... loca ... ·~~o.., I'YTr" ,". .. A '" ;.:L_ ... ", .,IV ~ 11..1_ • • ,.. .J.JLJ .,) .. I •• ~,._ ... QQ.; e :..v ... U V.:T .. " ... I_J .' 

thrur~t. pc"<in-lio r.Z shouJ,d be sel.ected for H-34 type helicopterso 

0) As cas"Ji3.'!. tics occ"U:'.:' they will ue carried to the closest pre-
sel.ected LZ.. _ 

(4) Extra'.-';'l:don' ·~~:.il..7J:,gh ea!10W<t In the event. that no LZ ,is avaUab1e 
C',l". ext.ra6't;ionthrollgh the Ca!lOp;}~ c~m b3 con'3ide;<:-ed. cable and 
ho'ist equipment on H-3i-J. hel:tccp:.:.~!'S w.illenabla extraction 
through canopy LESS THAN 50 1-..0 70 feet lrigh.. Penetl·ation equi.p
moot is not rea'diTYf;v81Iat)~e lhex'efures .... ome effort must be made 
to open a hole thro1.'.gh the canopy su,;h as b~owing down one or more 
la :t'ge trees by d 9..'iI::J1i t:tons,~ t,.hus parmi tt:ing the sling to be. . , -
~O',ie:red~ ControJ./marking cl' the e:{t~~action point is also c1'1.. t.ica~D 
Radio deSCription ar..d talk do~-m clone has proven insuf'ficient 
on recent operations" S!'!loke can be employed and 508 recommended. 
Extraction t1:..rough N3;10py ;1:s a r,j.g~D,y dangerous tecbnique aod 
shouJ.cl only be rcq,ues ted ~.vhe::. !n0vemeni, to a pre-s elected hel.o LZ 
can not be reaChed ::;n s'lff:i.(~:l.ent tAme to allow saving of an 
emergencymedevao lifA$ 

e. Malaria • Antenna ValJ,ey hss bs(·m one of tho hlghest mala:r.:i.a belt.."l :i.n 
the DA NANG tAOR. Corepany (!ummailders wi.J.~ ensure "t,hat aJ~ 
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r-.r.oOpS take the:l.r ma~aria pi lls ~ -:::a:;;':':'7 at lea.st ? oott~te$ of 
i;:.sec-t repe~lent and roU down sleevo.s at su..l1do1-rn"} 

f,~ T::,riT,sl·.3~On Foot. Previous operations :.tn AL'J7.ENNA 'll'lLI,E7 during monsoon 
seasons haVesU£fered many casualties from immersion foot~ Company 
Co:rrmand~r3 vr.ill ensure tha t fn'oops ';;;ake eoctra soekE!J a:t.:r their feet 
£',:'eqLlently and use, foot powder. Designated personnel carry 5 days 
supply of silicone to the fieJ..d. Company Connnanders submit request. 
fol.~ additional 5 days on ~3. 

TRANSPOR~TrO~. Pr1ority/emergencr.y transportation of individuals f~to 
the Area of Operati.on will be accomplished by heJ.:icopter. Submit requests 
through HST, 

SERVICE.. Submit requests for replacement of combat essential equip.."Ilen-lj 
through HS T <p 

a. ~~~" B:i..fJ.e Company Commanders rapo!"!;' field st.reng'i';hE to the 
Btl S-h a{; lIN IDA prior to ]}-tay deparill,l'"e from .AN BOA" Ropor":' 

. changoo through HST ~~.t.h:!:W OC~'lU"c 

b. ReE!~?l€P,l.E!l.~.. Retu!'rJ. of personnel to field un:L ts by hell0op~~e!" durlng 
resupply.. Conrpany rear echelons submit request to EST AN HOA. 

c. Pr:isoner.s of \iar.,. FOl"'Ward FOWls/Detainees to En S~.2 :rep at R1J.l ~70 
rAT-S~2)·G 'Request helicopter transportation thr~ HSTo 

do Morale and Pe:reonne~ Se1'rlces ~ 
__ !:loa .... 1" ....... "d" .-.... ....... t_ 

(1) Mai.1.o Company Rear Echelons forward mail to field uni. 'ts tJ::.m~gh 
'm'lr'AN HOA.~ 

(2) M;-rin.E!_c~;rps_~Bi:rth9l:Z" cake and ice cream 'Wi~1 be del.ivared 1;0 
l~srd un~~~y hel1copterG 

e. Civil..!i'fa~" Appeud:.b:: 3 (Civil Affairs);:, 

f. Casw:~J~y ReJ2o:t'·('i~J~£.~ ~epol·":. casual't~es by J.ine . nW!1ber "00 :til Cud Gl'OUp 
on iBJ.l'I7o over-t.he :jn Taf ': Net" Rl.:f.'le Compam.es enSUl·e tha t tw-o (2) 
correct copies o£ the casuaLty lists are delivered to En 8-1 prior t,o 
0600 on D-Day. 

6. MISCELLANEOUS. 

Unifo:rm and e9.uipment..Jung].e util:tt:ies,; helmets with cover,jl g1'8en' 
side out. ·"Oartridgebel"ts J with two cant..eens w/covers, jl)ng.1.e ktts$ 
gas masla3 w/wate:rproo:f bags; magazine and grenade pouches ~ light 
marching pack wi entrench::ln g "tools, ponchos I» Flak jackets will not 
be 'WOm. Nonnal arms will be carriedo 
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(:l) lVX:-LWly :cequests submitted th::--u. HST pr::'o:r; ';;0 2~OO da;i..J.y :t~07.' next 
d,":\::r aG:U v~rY'~ 

, ( 

{;:) Casu aJ:ty ~·epor.tJ5 t.o Bn S-l. rep at Bn Cind Gl"P l"wc. leea ·t;'.on (Ht)~"~· 
:l70) ov,.~ Ih '.lac i§et . ., 

Repo;:rlj as di.sco'Tered over En Tao 

[4) Su1r.1i.t medevac req'U6s't,s oyer the 11.J. Ne't;o 

(6) S1:tbmit. strengt.h changes +.0 HST til:. JL~' HOA~ 

a0 IIIV-J1 ~ ~~ - &J v (i \~?Af,Jl~L--
G~ (;,., HoNAr.m~-ITOil]' ~ 

L:teutenan't Colonp~~'1 U., S.., M3~::'ine Goxps 
Gommai.1din6 

~A~~~:.:J"O:1Cln~j Amb:ac St:.pp:U.es J2 .. LZ ron ;3upp:Lies. _ 
- 3 - Civ.L3., .(~:r:t:'~~~.:t'3 ~~O 

DISTRIBUTION, 
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Appenclix 1 (F:cs •• }oatt3o 4w:trac SuppJies' to Ailn8:~:: H (Ac1m:h:r:.Gt:.;·~ .. ~;:i.Ol.1 ann 
Logist.ics) tc ·)tJ(:';i:-n'l.iion Order 27 ... 67 (0pe:r.at.ion ES3EZ.; 

T.i.l11e Zones II 

ITEM -
5~.s6 ball 
045 ball 
4Om:n HE; 

60rmn BE 
60mm 'WP 
60mm Illum 
8::L":!t11 HE 
8lmm 'WP 
8'mm nlum 
M-..26 g:i:'enades 
Hand Inurn 
CS grenade 
Yellow smoke 
VB? 
TrLp F..1 .. 3.~~'es 
CJ..aymol"OS 
Mer ow/heat. 
PA ... 386 
B4.""'.30 
C",",~. 
T.1.me !Use 
EO.asting caps 

20 Authority to .:;[~ 
rep. on mil 170 S!f12;l.o 

£!ll:~J1~ 

10 cases (J.680 rds per case) 
2 canes (2000 :t.'ds pc:r nase) 
10 cases (72 J:'ds per case) 
20 cases ('1.0 :L'OS per cas e) 
10 ~aSe.'3 (8 r'ds per case) 
30 cases (9 r'ds per case) 
75 caseS (3 rds per c'3.se) 
20 cases C3 :rds per cas 0) 
50 cases (3 ros pel' easG) 
15 Cr.lses (2.5 rds P8'(' cm1e) 
5 c-,asss (i~5 :i"'de per case) 
2 easeS (J.6 rds PG~ nase) 
~~; oasos (:.6 PG:t~ r;:.lsa) 
10 cas es (36 P8!' cas e) 
5 0aSE',s (16 pe:T:' (.:.ase) 
4 CaSf)S (6 per Ca0t:;3) 

750 cases (5 day:; f'or 600 men) 
10 caGeD (1.2 per case) 
100 ea.", 
500 lbs 
3 CaUL! 
none. (to be carried by Engineers in the fi.~ld) 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex '7,. (Distribution) 
to Operatj.on Order 2'(..0', 
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1I.ppend:tx 2 CrJz DOVE Supp1.ies) to Annex H (Admiuist;.'at:.on and Log:ist.i.o"~) '(;0 

Operation Order 2'(..67 (Operation ESSEX) 

1. The f"o~J.mdllg list of supplies wiJ,l be delivered by heJicopt.er to LZ DOVE 
upon initial ootry at L-Hout'o 

CP Tents 
5 ga 1. Wa ter Cans 
Mcr 
106nDll HEFT 
8:Lm:m HE 
8J.lm.11. "J.? 
8:l.m1'. IllUl11 
Radio 1'1-1.09 jeep 
:t0611~n. RR on nroJ..e 
8lnun Mortal'S 

DISTR!BUnON, 

sn 
2 

50 
64 cs 

150 rds 
102 !'ds 

5:t. l'ds 
64 rods , 

, .. 
2 
2 

ANNEX Z -\:"Distrlbution) to 
Opera tIOi:l"Order 270s67 

WEIGHT 
-~-

b.oO lbs 
2500 lOO 
J[.OO Ibi:1 
3610 lbs 
lEn.9 .r.bs 

9:'.0 ;j)8 

10;':0 J.,"bs 

Commanding 

HOW CJ\R.lU:ED 
~---------

PnlJ.et:i.zed/External 1i:rt 
Pa1J.etized/li!f:dioma 1 lif'r, 

tI 

11 ,. 
It 

II 

L'1te:ma-l 
Internal 
Internal 

Corps 

If II 

II It 

" II 

II II 

" " 

CONT!'II'ZWITAL , 
MO:JIFD"::U Ht~Ntl.,ING AUTliGRI:tTill 
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AN H:.JA~ \~,i>~P1Ai·t 

04 -: >,'1(jH I'TnT 1 Q{"I 

A Z (D" t ib' .. + (' ti 0 d '/7 1',,/ ('J "-" . ." ... 4'''''[,''1 \ nne x ~s r u',:,~c": .. ) -,0 'p::~ra on r 61' "- ·'C\; \ p;-", ',I .... .' ... J! .. _.r .. ")""""} 

1 '1 

:.v 7 7 
i---

i 2/B 1st Ener 1 1 l' 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
_ ! ..::::L.=--~;"':;=:"""'~-f-o:.-+-"":-..J....:."""""";:;"'-4--':""-I-.!--+-=---Il---=-7-+-"':7---'-7:"""·- 7 7 7 

\...;.F~i:.::l::::;e ___ --11-l-7....-.:7~_7.:......;..:.7-+..::3:-...+-7=--1-6=--~6_.;..-:.-+,. 

1 

25 25 25 25 2:; 40140 1,0 45 25 25 , .. _-------+--+-Total 25 45' ,25 25 25 25 

" 

j , 
t 
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lEdJI£& ..... _m.,.~ .. 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

Headquarters 
2nd Battalion, 5th Harines 

1st ~arine Division (Rein), FMF 
FPO San Francisco, Cali~ornia, 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 1st ~~ine Division 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report 

"3/JWN/jds 
3480 
29 November 1967 

2nd Battalion, 5th Marines Operation Order 27-67 
Maps AMS Series L7014 Sheet 6640 III and IV 1:50,000 VTllWKM 

2/5 Operation Order 27-67 
Operation Overlay (1) 
Operation Overlay (2) 
Operation Overlay (3) 
Operation Overlay (4) 
Operation Overlay (5) 
Operation Overlay (6) 
Operation Overlay (7) 
Operation Overlay (8) 
Operation Overlay (9) 
Operation Overlay (10) 
Operation Overlay (11) 
Operation Overlay (12) 
Operation Overlay (13) 

\.i!.c..~., 

(Operation ESSEX) Af':l>'p ~. 

1. Code Name: Operation ESSEX (Search and Destroy) 

:e 2. Dates of Operation: 060800H - 170$OOH November 1967 

3. Location: QUANG NAM PROVINCE, DUC DUC District. Area of operations is 
bordered on the north b,y EW grid line 43, on the east by NS grid line 98 to 
(AT908360) and a line from (AT980360-AT940JOO), on the south qy EW grid'line 
30, and on the west by NS grid line 86. 

4. Cont~olQr Command Headgu~ters: 

2nd Battalion (-) (Rein), 5th Marines 

Company "Gil 2nd Battalion, 5th Mnrines 

Company "H" 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines 

Company liD" 1st Battalion, 5th Marines 

Company lIW' 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 

o60800H-D91020H 

091020H-100800H 
-1-

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCol G. C. McNAUGHTON 

Haj E,. G. DYER 

Capt G. W.' BOWERS 

Capt R. H. KmKPATRICK 

Capt M. TUTTLE 
Oil DjQM JlH , 
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::~-'~J ~it-~,:,~!) 

100S00H-170GOOH 

Company H&S (-) 2nd Battalion, 5th M3.rines 

1 st Plat; Company "E" 2nd Battalion, 5th Ma~ines 

1st ?l..:it; Conpnny '!I" 3rd Dnttnllon, 5th K-u-inos 

Capt J. E. l>1ITCHELL 

1stLt J. P. PINDEL, JR. 

1stLt R. J. LONG 

2ndLt T. DUCKWORTH 

5. Task Organization: See Annex A (Task Organization) o£ Enclosure (1). 

6. Supporting Arms. 

(1) 6 Nov 67 - Cl.ose air support 'Has provided by eight sections 
(sixteen sorties) of F4 and A4 type aircraft. Most ordnance was dropped 
on a fortified village that ,.ras occupllcd by Compe.ny G" the next day. 
COLIptlIlY G Comlnander reported erlensi ve bomb damage to the village. _ 
One section of A4 aircraft spr~ed CS gas but due to a malfunction in 
the dispenser, the results were quite poor. Other ordnance used was 
250 lb G.P. bombs~ :ire bombs, and 20mm cannon. Four. observation 
missions were utili~od to direct close air support, adjust artillery 
and provide aerial observation. Spooky gun ships and flare ships 
provided outstanding suppqrt throughout the night. 

(2) 7 Nov 67 - Eight sections of F4's and A4's (sixteen sorties) 
provided close air support. (One scct:i.on of A41 s dispensed CS gas, 
but by time the gas reached gro'Wld lovel it was vddoly dispersed and 
had little effect.) The ordnanco delL,vered by the other flights 
consisted of 250 and 500 Ib GoPo bombs, fire bombs, and 20mm cannon. 
The target coverage was generally quite effective. Five aerial 
observation missions were used to control close air support and observe 
enemy movement. Two HU1E helicopters W.3rO utilized (:m an APD mission 
with several positive plottings recorded~ ~ 

(.3) B Nov 67 - Three sections (six SOl"""'~_OS) of F41 s and A4.'s provided 
close air support. Fortlfied 'ff:'_1::'2gp~ Hero struck ,dth good target 
coverage. Ordna.nce consisted o.f 250 J_b GoP. bombs, .fire bombs, and 
20mm cannon. Three observation nissions were utilized for detection 
of enemy movement ai1d control or fixed wing. Two flare ships were 
used during the hours of darkness \dth good coverage. 

(4) 9 Nov 67 - Two sections or A4 f s (four sorties) d~livered 250 lb 
GoP. bombs and fire bombs into a fortified village with good coverage 
or target. Two h~1E helicopters expended 76 2.75 rockets into a 
suspected enenw position. Four observation missions ,,;reT!,:) utilized. 

(5)10 'Nov 67 - Weather precluded use of tactical air. 

(6) 11 Nov 67 - Seven sections of F8 1s, F4 1s, and ~'s (fourteen 
sorties) were utilized for close air support. T~ese doli~.vered 250 
and 500 lb G.P. bombs, fire bombs, and 20mm cannon on forti£ied ene~ 
positions. Two RUlE gun ships ii'red 28 2. 75 ro~kets into forti£ied 
positions. Six observation flights 'Here flown. _ .. _, .. ' .. - ----

@j3Ju~u$$WlufJ)OOliU / 
~~~~_,_~, .""!"'l._" 
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(7) 12 Nov 6? - One section of F4 ' s (tvTO sorties) doliLvered 250 lb 
bombs and 20mm cannon fire on fortified positions with good target 
coverage. Four obsorvation missions wero flo~m. 

(8) 13 Nov 67 - No tactical air used. 

(9) 14 Nov 67- No tactical air used. 

(10) 15 Nov 67 - Requested an A/O to be on station but received only 
one .observation mission for 30 minutes. 

(11) 16 Nov 67 - Four sections and one single aircraft flight (9 sorties) 
of 114's, F4's, and F8 t s provided close air support deli.vering 250 lb 
G.P. bombs, fire bombs, rockets, CBUI S , and 20mm cannon fire on a 
fortified vill~ge objectivo. Th~ CBU's (10 cannisters) all seemed to 
malfunction. Six cannisters did not open until impact and the other 
four opened at low altitude with very iittle sprcnd of the bo~blets. 
Thero was a very bigh dud rate on the CBUl s • The other four flights 
were controlled by tho ALO and all provided good target coverage. 
Three observation missions wore utilized. 

(12) 17 Nov 67 - The l~O controlled one section of F4 t s delivering 250 
Ib G.P. bombs and fire bombs on an one~ position that bad fired at 
a friendly helicopter. The F4's provided good area coverage with 
their ordnance. 

(13) Generally, the tactical fixed wing support WaS reasonably effective. 
Approximately 75% of the ordnance "rent into tho target area. Two 
hundred and fifty pound G.P. bombs (retarded and unr8tarded) and fire 
bombs dostroyod or damaged all surface s~ructures in their proximi~ 
but did little damage to holes and tunnels. Larger, hard ordnance, 
could not bo used because of the short distance of targets from 
f'riendlyunits. At times it '-las difficult to get an aerial observation 
aircraft. When units wore in contact)lhowovor, an observation aircraft 
was either on station or provided shortly.. Those men did an excellent 
job in controJ.J.ing fixed wing close.air support, adjusting artillery 
and spotting enemw movement. 

The battalion W-':1.S provided a Helicopter Support Team so the TilOP did 
not concern itsolfwith resupply or mod-evacs but did attempt to re
quest and inform the HST of helicopter e.vailability. Although the 
battalion was promised two working aircraft duriilg daylight hours 
such Was not the caso. On at least throe days helicopters could not 
be provided for rosupply. On thoso days helicopters in the AN RCA 
area on other missions volunte~red to fly the resupply. Hcficoptor 
support, other than mod-o~cs, was very poor because of the non
availability of aircra£t~ 

b. Artillery~ 

"( 1) 105nnn & 155mm 
S"' & 155G 
105Dm1 

E/2/11 
tID~©lLro$$OIF~~rnhrd S" How Plat, 1 st FA Group 

;1merical Division 

(2) Throughout Operation ESSEX, fire support coordination at the _3 ______ ~ 
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Dattalion level was mOTc than adequate. Infantl"J companies wElfe' prdinpt .. 
in reporting thoir positions. Artillery and <lir personnel coordinated 
mod-evacs/resupplY requests, while at the same time allowing for speedy 
recoI!lIOOncemcnt of artille,';oy fira s onco the missions woro comploted. 
The supporting batt0rios provided outst<=mding sor,rice in answering calls 
while concurrently attending to tho SO units of 2/5 not directly associated 
with the operation. 

The two participating FSCC's worked closely for the quick clearanco of 
all fires. 

(3 ) Fire Hissions Observed Unobserved H&I's 

105H 22 10 104 

155H 53 25 90 

a"' 93 41 29 

155G 6 0 1 

81mm 19 0 37 

(4) , Rounds Expended ~ ~ III 
105H 1;'131 51 34 

155H 1,892 114 61 

Sit; 719 0 0 

155G 0 0 81 

81mm 193 57 67 

Intelligence. 

a. Ene~ strength in the area of operation was carried by G-2, 1st Marina 
Division, and 5-2, 2nd Battalion, 5th N'J.rines to include olements of the 
3rd NVA Regiment, and 1 unidentifiod ba.ttalion as well as an unknown number 
of guerrillas. 

b. Information obtainod from villagers, refugees, det.aineos, and prisoners 
of war indicated that tho 46th Company of tho 21st NV~ Regiment had boen 
located vicinity (AT924358) for 3 days prior to 8 Nov 67. It is 
significant to note that on 2 Nov an NV11 returneo from tho 21 st Regirnant 
surrendc}" to 2/5 and stated that the 21 st Hegiment vTaS located in tho 
QUE SON aroo.vicinity (B'ID625). A PW captured on 14 Nov vicinity (AT929367) 
stated that he was from the 1st Battalion, 55th Regiment, 134th NVA 
Division. It, was later determined that this Regiment und Division arc 

'e 

-

still in NVN. A VC coolie laborer, do~~ined on 10 Nov, stated that thera had 
been 3 companies of NVJ~ led by TRAN TRONG HOill'ilG, located at (AT882358) on 
9 Nov. No information availnble at 'this corlUl4wd of TR1.N TRONG HOANG prior 
to this engagement. 

·9~lhm 
-~ 
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c. Ene~ contacts were with units of estimated (20) men to .3 companies in 
strength~ Company "HI! made contact on 6 Nov with an estimo.t.ed 3 companies 
(150-200 NV~) in a heavily fortified village vicinity (AT913383). On 0 
Nov Company "M'I .3rd Battalion, 5th Marines made contact vicinity (AT905363) 
with an estimated 3 NVA companies in a heavily fortified village. Tactics 
employed by the ene~ were; defense of a heavily fortified position~ allow
ing the friendly troops to move into the killing zone before opening fire. 
When Marines established contact, the enemy employed a delaying action to 
enable larger or reserve elements to slip out from the battle zone. 

d. On 7 Nov CompaniQs "Gil and "H", located vicinity (AT9133n3), received 
approximately 38 rounds of unidentified artillery or· mortars. The rounds 
appeared to be HE mixed with approximately 6 roUnds irritant gas. Marines 
who were effected reported a burning sensation in the eyes andtbe nose. 
The irritant gas employed by the enemy, was suspected to be CS, however, 
since CS gas had been employed both on 6 Nov and 7 Nov in the same vicinity 
it is possible that the sensation experienced was caused by residttal effects 
of th."1.t strike. The artillery or mortars a))peared to have been fired from 
a maximum range, at (1) to (3) minute intervals and was estimated to be 
120mm . or 1 05mm. 

e. The hamlets and villages in the area are characterized by ~terlocking 
trenchlines, fighting holes, and bunkers.. On 7 Nov, a tUIillsl was discovered, 
vicinity (AT915394), that was approximately (25) me·cers in length and (8) 
feet wide in the largest part. On 8 Nov, a tunnel was found, vicinity 
(AT905363), with an entrance that went down (15) feet and then extehded 
parrallel (90) feet vdth (4) rooms appro)dnk~tely (8x10) feet in size. 

f. The Battalion CP located on Hill 170, (ATGGG3C3), monitored an ene~ 
radio that transmitted Vietnamese and Cantonese Chinese. (Freqs monitored 
have been turned over to G-2). It is believed that there were some Chinese 
advisors in the NVA ranks. 
g. Information obtained from detainees indicated that the VC carried the 
wounded eneqy troops to SON PHUC Village, vicinity (AT9003g7). AViet
namese male refugee stated that there was a trail running south from vicinity 
(AT915352) to (AT920320). He also stated there was a unit CP located 
vicinity (AT918318), and a Regimental Headquarters located vicin~ty (AT908-
322) which had a large radio with generator. A VC coolie led the intelligence 
personnel to a gruve site, vicinity (AT902373), and tUlcovered 6 bodies of'. 
WIA troops dressed in green utilities with no marking of unit designation 
or individual names. The bodies were reportedly buried approxi~~tely 7 
Nov. These remains were interred during a fire fight in neat graves with 
small mounds. The remains were in a prone position approximately 1 to 1t 
feet below the surface of the ground in wooden caskets, with (2x6) feet 
planks on top. Small headstones of soft brick '-lere placed on each grave 
with the na.mes, CHAT, VOl, and THU thereon. No names appeared on the other 
three. 
h. The terrain in the area of the oper.;;.tion was i'1at (rice paddies) with 
treelines around the villages, and along the streams. The Dxea. within the 
villages .is dominated by trees, hedgerm-ls, c:end he2.VY foilage, ai'fording good 
concealment from the air. The high ground on each side of the valley is 
covered with trees and heavy foilage. Village fortifications included thin 
posts with three to six strands of wel2 camouflaged barbed wire. Streams 
and trenches branched out from the fortified viJ.lages. There were also 
numerous family bomb shelters. 

-5-
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P§Ychological Operations. 

Leaflet drops and aerial broadcasts \-Jero conducted on 13 and 16 Nov, harass
ing the enemy with II surrender appoals and the govcrnmcmt' s Show of Forcalt • 

Cummulative Total of "Oporation ~-;;S8EXII 

7 VC KIl~ (CONF ) 

40 VC KIii. (mOB) 

65 NVll KIf:.. (CONF ) 

125 NVA KIl'~(PROB) 

2 NVA pow 

1 VC PW 

1,5 Dctainees 

9 Civil Defendants 

4 Innocent Civilians 

266 Refugees 

1 K-44 

4~K-47 w/6 magazines 

1 RPD L!'tG w/2 drums rumno 

10 packs,,(Ruc Sac) 

300 rds a.mmo 

'1 pr Binoculars 

12 ChiCom gren~dos 

1 Carbine magazine 

1 Claymore tiLne (US ty-pe) 

G 'Canteens 

4 Shovels 

8 tvIosquita Nots 

'3 Kha.ld Shirts 

3 Green Utility Shirts 
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3 Green Utility 

3 Hammocks 

5 lbs documents 

1 grey jacket 

3500 lbs Rice' 

DECLASSIFIED 

. 8.' . "V.d.ssion:, See Para 2 Enclosure (1) 

9; Concept Ob Opgration: See Para 3a Enclosure (1) 

10. EA9cy,tion. 

On 30 October 1967, 2nd Batto.lion,5thl>1arines received a warning order 
~.,±'rom. CG, 1st Marin~. Division to ~o prepared to commence Opez~tion ESSEX betvIeen 
~}4 and 6 November. CG, 1st Har Dl.v Frag Order 149-67 (Oporat.l.on ESSEX) was 

received on 2 Novembor 1967 •. 2nd Battalion, .5th ~~rines Operation Order 27-67 
was issued on 4 Novel)'loor 1967. 

At 0511.39H, 1st Platoon, CompanyUE", with engineers attached, moved on 
:foot :from the NONG SON Combat Base, (Jl.T82Z388), to :r..Z DOVE, (AT88f3382), with 
the mission. to sweop and sec1.1l."O the LZ prior to the insertion of 2/5 CP on 
D-Day. 

At o60500H, Company 11M'" moved on foot from AN ROA Combat Base, (AT875475), 
to Phase Line Red, (:lT865412-Jl.T863360), prepatory to launching the a1ltack on 
Qbjectiye B, (ATG87589). 

At 060500H, Company lIGIt departed from NONG SON Combat Base and moved on .. 
foot"to Phase Lino Red propator,y to launching the at~~ck on Objoctive C, (AT888-
375). 

(It, . At 060700H, a Platoon £Tom Company "F" 1-l,/Engr road swoep 'teaD departed 
AN HOA Combat Base and escorted 6 Amtrucs (4th Plat Co A 3rd ~~~C En) in trace 
of' Company "M" to vicir...ity Chock Point # 4, (AT856400). Tho. platoon from 
Company ifF" returned to the AN HOl.i. Combat Bnse while the .i.xntrnc Uni 11 linked 
up with Company' II Ntl • 

. At 060800H, Operation ESSEX commenced. Company II Gil. crossed Phase Line 
Red in the attack on Objective 0, (~T887375). '. . 

At 060927H, Company "Hf' made a heliborn landing into and secured LZ RiWEN, 
(llT904386). Tho landing was unopposed. 

At 060947H, Company liD". lJ1:\.de an lUlopposed landing into LZ R..' .. VEN and moved 
in the attack in Zone 2, Objective E, (AT914396). When all Company "DIt units 
'WOre clear of tho landing zone ·CO 2/5 ordered Company'IIIlt! into the att.:ck in 
Zone 3, Objective F, (AT922382). 

-7-
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At 061008H, Company M moved across Phase Line Red in the attD,ck on Objective 
B, (1~T886.389). 

At 061015H, 2/5 CP with a section of G1mm Mortars 8.lld a section of 106 
Recoilles Rifles landed in LZ DOVE. The 1 st Platoon, Company E, which had 
secured the zone on 5 Nov., provided CF security. 

At 061130H, Company H enga~ed an estirnated 2 companies of WJA well dug in 
in a heavily fortified villare vicinity (i' .. T9133G4). Incoming fires consisted of 
SIA, k/W, and 60Illi~ mortar fire. Company H continued the assault closing to 
within 7-10 meters of enemy positions before heavy casualities and carnoflagued 
barbed wire fence slowed the attack. While Marine units assaulted enemy positions 
fixed wine air strikes and intense artillery fires were pOLred into the villaee. 

11.t 061145H, CO 2/5 ordered Company G and Company M to advance rapidly to 
the east to assist Company H. When it became apparent that Company G would 
arrive at a position of tactical advanta~e prior to Company M, Con~any M was 
directed to·resuma tha reserve mission. 

At 061210H, CO 2/5 requested the BALD El.GLE be moved to a 15 minute aJ.~rt lA 
status. The request was fu1fill~d. . , ~ 

At 061215H, CO 2/5 requested fixed wing aircraft with C8 gas to be sprayed 
on en~my positions, wbile Company H renewed the atto,ck. Fixed wing aircraft 
arrived on station at 061345H but were car~Jing smoke rathcr than gas. CO 2/5 
again requested CS gas to be delievered by fixed m.ne; aircraft but it railed 
to arrive until o61800H. 

At 061600H, Company G arrivad at Company HIs position, moved behind them 
and assaulted the enemy position throu,a,h Company HIS rif,ht flank. At the 
onset Company G came under heavy enemy fire from both flanks and to their 
front. Fixed ,-Ting aircraft and artillery continued t,o he.ll1T:ler the enemy p.:>si tions. 
At 061800H fixed wing aircrLlft sprayed OS gns over both Companies G and H, as 
"raIl as enemy positions. All Narine personnel were wea:t\ing protective gas masks. 
It was planned that Company G would llssa.ult the villa.r·:;: through the gas while 
Company H provided the base of fire. The gas, hO\"evor, nover settled to the 
ground and proved to be highly ineffective. Dospite the p:)or effect of the ... 
gas, Company G went into the assatut and effected a slipht penetration. Strong'" 
enemy resistance and the lateness of the h011r precluded exploitation of the 
penetration. Companies G and H consolidated their positions and A+,tempted to 
evacuate dea.d nnd 'Wounded. Heavy ~noIHy fire,. however:; made evaountion impossible_ 
until after dark. Sporadic small arms, Bren~\des, und mortar fire continued 
throughout the night. At 062245H, Spooky aircraft and a flareship arrived on 
station. ' Results: ... USMC KIA. 23, USMC WI.:.. 56,_ NV1~ KJ;A (COI'lF) .35, HVl~ KIA. 
(PROD l 24. ,. .. ... ..; : 

At 062215H, Compe.ny Mj Vici11ity (i ... TCGD.389), received 2 rounds lIE of unlmo'WZI 
origin within its perimo-Gor. Results: uS!·m· WL(HmOR)2. 

i~t 070615H, Company G moved to as saul t the f'o'rtii'ied village· .fbilowing e:rlensi'" .. 
prep fires including 8" rounds with delay fuses.OompanyD, vicinity (.;'.1'908393), 
blocked to the nortili. The assault was unopposed. 

~t 070e3?H, Con~~~y G vicinity (AT9133C2) received sniper fire from 
vicinity (.!.T913383). Small arms fire was I' ngg, and the sweep continued. 

"I.t.;,,~~~.. .. ---<_ _" 

. .. ... . -&- UJJU(Jff:IlJJ~~ufOi!DJ . 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

•

' ;1 i1f'" '",,;", ." ·"'0 '-." >,-c- ·'~.':':l~."' i~ gOJm . .iI" "Wl {' , -;:'... '. "'"'f;.]· ' .. '!!I.I." iI'· \l:!h~\J~: .... ;·,;,>~"',:., Hq,' ,.... . 
At O?114?H, Company,: ~ v:Lcinity(AT9133G3) C,-U-:l\? ~ under attack by indirect 

fire o:f unknown origin ~~ under' attc"cck until 071311 H. 32 rounds of HB 
and 6 rounds of suspected irritant gas, (SUb:;8q1J::mt G'It",luation indicates these 
rounds were probably smoke) suspected to be 120J11nl nortar or 105rrun e,rtillery, 
impacted in the Company G positions.' Cowlter battery fires were fired and air 
strikes conducted on ?ell,areas o:f likGly gun, positions but the exact location 
of the enemY guns ,{as never deternrl.necl. vlhen the attack.lifted~Company G 
moved to and siezed Obj F (AT922383). Results: USHC \-IHl. (EV1'~C) 2. 

Company D attacked to vicinity (AT920394). Company H completed the evacu- ' 
ation of: dead and wounded and moved to (AT8CG388). Company M attacked east 
toward~'Obj G (AT832372). Company 'M re.ceived sporadic sniper fire throughout 
the day.' ' , 

At 071804H" Company M engaged an estin1.'1.ted NVA company in a fortified 
village, (AT9223?2), receiving small arms, $.utomatic '>J'oapons and 60mm: mortar 
fires. A heavy volillne of fire was returned and artillery fire lnissions requested 
Darkness, l,lowever, precluded eont'inuation of the ground 0 attack and Compe.ny M 

~~oved to (AT91937G) setting in ·defensive positions. Artillery missions were 
,.fircd into the village throughout the night. Results: USMC KL\ 1, USMC WIA 3, 

NVA KIA (PRO;S )4.' '. . 

-, 

At. 000300H, Company M moved t.o an, att."\.ck posi tio~ (f.T921375). At 080709H, 
Company M swept into the fortified village~ Obj A, (AT917376), and met with . 
negat.ive resistance •. A se~;.rch of the. village revealed nm'Jerous items of equip- ' 
ment, ificluding1 RPD It ~n as well as the bodies of 4 }fVA KIA indicating ttat 
the enerqyhad fled in great he~te. In adoiticn to the 4 bodies, meny blood 
pools ""nd trails of blood "rere found indicating heavy enemy casualties. The 
village was heavily fortified. Results: NV.A KIA (CONF) 4, NVA KIA. (mOB) SO. 
Detainees 6 

In c.o.njUnction with Comp"l.ny Ml s assault, Company G attacked to the south 
and seized Obj Z, (AT922352). Company D rennined in the vicinity {lI.T9283S7}, 
conducted a detailed 'search of that area and then att<:"ckec1 south toward Obj G. 
Company H moved to Obj A in. trace of Company £1, while COElptmy :rvr continued the 
assault to Obj T (l.T913366.). Company 1:1 received. sniper £,ire throughout the day. 

At 081112H, Recon Fa trol Lunga Faint l l~cc:.ted rlcini t.y' (AT915417), oQserved 
va: planting booby trl:lps in the vicinity (AT910392). An artillery misSi(;lll was 
requested and fired with excellent covc!'l1ge 0 Re 81.11. t's: VC KIA (mOB) 8. 

At. 081210H, Company M,vicinity (l .. T916366\ having taken Obj T, continued 
the attack to Obj X (li.T904362) and received sporo.die fire. Company M returned 
fire and,requested an 81rnm mortar mission, while continuing the drive into the 
Obj area. The ermx:w broke contact and withdrew to the south. ReS1.uts: USMC 
KIA 1. 0 

At OG1245H, Company G appr9hendod 1 NVI. POW vicinity (AT9143~8). Results: 
NVA POW 1. 

At OB1300H, Oompany 1:>, vicinity (AT92?396), observed 2 VC \dth weapons a~ 
(AT928396). ' Company D took tho VC ~der fire killing one and wounding the other. 
The wounded VC escaped vlith both weapon2. Results: VC Klil. CONF 1, VC WI.[ .. 1. 

7 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~~ ~f~~;.fj~_~~·; 

LJ)~·.JJ1;~ ' .. 
?.' J • ~-. ~-, ?,,'~:, 

. . ..-' ~~~~~;~b • €Ofl1 L2UI n iJ 

At 081340H, a Comt>a.ny M Mc'1.rine tripped a booby tray of' estimCtted 155mm size 
in vicinity (llT911365). Resw.ts: USMC KIA 1, US::,rc wli .. (EV •• C) 4. 

At 081700H, Company H moved into :md SFept Obj T, vicinity (1~T913369). A 
fresh grave was located and dug up revealing 1 NVA KIt.... ResultsC NVli. KL'l. 
(CONF) 1. 

At 0131707H, CO Company M erroneously reported his unit location vicinity 
(AT905362) which indicated he was- on Obj X. (It \-laS later determined that his 
true location was vicinity' (1~T909366)o) At 081708H CO Company M reported 85tab
listing contact with onelT~ located vicini ty (I~T905365), and that :3 Marines were 
wounded and 3 pinned down. At that time CO 90inpany M requested the assistance of 
Conp~ny H. The request was denied because reports indicated only 3 wounded 
Marines. It was suggested b,y CO 2/5 that Compnny M attempt to envelope th~ enemy 
positions. Prior to Company Mis lci:unching tho attack 132 rounds of 155nnn and 8" 
HE as well as 3 fixed wing air strikes hammered the suspected ener~ positions. 
At 081717H Company M reported receiving fire from their rear. At 081815H 00 
Company M reportGd they would be ready to move into the:>ttack when the last 
air strike lj.ftcd. (Air strikes acco1..mted for 5 NVA 1illl .. (CONF).) At 081827H 
Company M reported incoming mortars. l~t 081853H Company M reported incoming 
mortars,sIlk"J.il arms and automatic weapons fire from all sides. Company M 
remained in heavy contact until 082130H. In the confusion of heavy enemy 
resistance and oneoning d['.rkness,the Murine unit bec2Jne sepor.~'.tod and lost. u.Il 
lll.i..<.neuverc.bility. Heavy c<tsualties were reported. Because 01' an almost total 
breakdown in communicD.tions between CO Comp .. cny H and his subordinate unit 
cOL~anders.' f~ accurate deternunation of their situat.ion could not be reached 
until apprOximately OG2130H. (In light of poor corrununic;o.tions, CO 2/5 delayed 
committal of adjacent units.) At 082157 Company H st8.rted to the Oompany M 
position. While COl.'lpany H moved to assist Company M, "box lllC inti artillery fires 

- 'Were fired around friendly units <'\8 eneJ'lV Dovcment on the battle field was 
reported. A flare ship wns called on st,ltion and proviced battle illumination 
whi1e Company M attempted to consolidate its position. At 090044H Company H 
established cont2.ct "dth Company M. Artillery fires were fired into the fort
ified village throughout the night. Re sul ts: USMC KL, 11, USMC WLI. 44, NVA 
KL'i. (CONF) 6, NVil. KU (FROB) 47. 

,At first light 9 Nov Company D moved to join Companies HLUldM on Obj T, while 
fixed 1.ring .air strikes and artillery fires pounded Obj X. Companies G and E. 
remained in position v,hile Company M continued to consolidnte <..l.nd reorgarU$9. 

At 091000H, Com.pany D flank ,security elements, located vicinity (J~T907370) 
observed 6 enemy 'With weapons apparently setting a cluymore mine. The en.emy 
observed the advancing 1-brines and fled dr~pping the Lune and one K.-44 automatic 
rifle. 

At 091120H, recon unit ?ony Boy, loc~ted vicinity (AT957367) observed 4 VC 
moving along a trail viCinity (i.T929367). 1m a.rtillory fire mission was . 
requo steel and fired with outstanding cover age. Re sul ts : VC KIA (PROB) 2. 

-10-
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Company D moved into Obj X, after conducting 0. rOCOl1 of: avenues of approach, 
and found the village to be heavily fortifi~cl t--:t uncief'ended. Extensive sea.rch 
of the village was conducted by Comptmy D~ Companies Hand N rem9.ined in 
position while Company G moved to (AT92b6'/)" 011 the evening of 9 Nov. 
ComparU M was reinforced by 1 platoon from Company I, 3rd Battalion, 5th 
lli.rincs. 

At 100730H Companies G Hand M attacked west to Objs2 (AT902371). :3. 
(AT900365) and 4 (AT897360~ respectively. lul Objs were sub~9cted to extensive 
artillery prep fires. 

At 100930H, Company D, while continuing the search of' Obj X, vicinity 
(.t...T906363) locatec:l 1 fiK.-47 rifle and 3 fresh graves. Resillts: nVA KIA (CONF>:~. 
Detainee s :3. 

At 100930H, recon unit Lucky L:>.rk v'"icinity (AT87G386) observed 2 va move 
~into. hut, Vicinity (AT894370).. .An ar~illery russion 1tJ3.S fired 1tJith outstand.
~ing coverage. ResuJ.ts: VC IUA. (PROB) 2. 

At 101200H, Company D att8.cked west to Obj 1 (ATB92:363). During Com.pany D's 
sweep, 1 VlJ detainee was apprehended who stetod"that 180 NVA with Chinese 
advisorshad engaged Company M ,'.nd th'.t they had moved out of the area o£ contact 
"lith 60 dead and wounded. 

At101630H, Company M, whilo conducting a detailed search of the area, 
vicinity (AT88736o) located 1 NVA KIf!. CONF. Results: ~-VA KIll. (COl.w) 1. 

On 11 Nov, CO 2/5 shifted the direction of the atta.ck to the southeast, 
movine Company D through the high ground tow~!rd Obj D (ii.T901348) with Company 
M in trace. Compn.ny G attl:'.c1{ to io,nd sio:iiea. the high ground vicinity Obj G . 
(At921354) while Company H attacked toward Obj H (i~T916355) in tre.ce of Company 
G. 

e; ll.t 110900H, The Company G point l'K'1.n, observed one VC vicinity (J~T977364) . 
,. attempting to escape the adwmcing :Marines, and took hiT1. under fire. ResuJ.ta' 

VC K~ (CO~7) 1. ' 

At 111135H, the Company D point man obsorved an NV~_ soldier vicinity 
(il.T883353) attempting to escape the advo.ncing Marines. The N,'lrine point fired 
1 shot. Results: NVA Kll~ (CONF) 1. 

At 111350H, recon unit Senator locakd viCinity (L:..T91M.18) observed 6 VC 
with weapons moving along a trail vicinity (il.T90B385). fUl artillery fire . 
mission was requested and fired with outstanding coveraf,e. Results: VC K!A", 
(FROB) 3. ' 

\ ... 

Company G IllD.intained surveillence of Obj H observing frequent enemy move
ment. COI:lpany H reached the· Obj G.rea just prior to dusk, e.nd, suspecting it to 
be [mother :fortified vill.';',go" held up for the night while the area "<1as saturated 
by artillery fires and fixed 1-ling q.ir strikes. Hea.vy canopy slowed the move
ment of Companies G 9nd.M0.nd c'.:nrlmess forced them to merge dnd set in vicintiy 
(ATG91354). ArtiJ;lery,.f'i~~.9~ .. ~cQi:ltinued to pound Obj D througout the nig~;t.· 

~ I. ' I . _. • •• '.", 
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On the afternoon of 11 Nov the ins<3rti'n of 8. re con unit in the high 

ground south of the operf:ltionnl area \oms' ab"rted' ::'.S the intended area of 
insertion was within an area assigned to the i'..lill3rical Division by a change 
the AO. 

of 

At 111950H, a. Comp3.ny M ambush moving out into position obsorved 10 NVA 
moving along a trail vicinity (ATG9135S). The ambush took the enemy under fire 
and observed 8 fall. A search of the area,d!.thoughit did not resu.ltin the 
discovery of the bodies, revealed severCl,l distinct drag linrks. Further search 
at first light failed to reveal additional evidence of enemy casualties. 
Re sul ts : WIi. KIA. (COl\1F) ~. ' 

At 120355H, a Company M eJnbush position vicinity (AT891352) was probed ~ 
an unknown number of ene~ employing 2 grenades und S/A fire. The ambush was 
extracted and artillery fires brough to bear on the suspected enemy positions. 
Re sul ts , USMC WL'.. 2. 

On 12 Nov, CO 2/5 directed Company G to release one platoon to the OPCON 
o£ Company H to assist in the attack on the suspected fortified village. 
Company G(-) provided fire support from the high ground vicinity Obj G £o~ 
COlnpany H's move. Companies D and M continued cast to Objectives D and ~ 

At 121100ij, Company H siezed Obj Hin an unopposed assault. A search of the 
area led to the discovery of ~~J.E~u:=:hLr:d livestock indicating recent enemy 
occupe.tion., The village, although modorately IOl-tified, was not defonded. l~t 
121130H, Compnny H returned the OPCON of tho Company G plntoon to ·th.'1t company. 

l~t 121200H, recon unit Lucky L:'l.rk., loc2.ted vIcinity (ATG93382), observed 
2 va l:J.oving into a hut vicinity (l:..T894370) 0 lin a.rtillery mission was £ired -with 
outsto.nding coverage. Result.s: VC KIA (FEOB) 2. 

At 121745H Company D, 1Uov"ing in the vicinity (11T903354), observed 4 VC Withe 
weapons running awo.y from the advancing Mnri:'los. The VC 'vore taken under fire 
and one was observed to fall and lie motionless.. Two escaped while the third 
dragged off the bodyo Results: VC KIA (emIT') 1 .. 

l .. t 1221 GOR, a Company R lisuning post located vicinity (AT916356) observed 
2 enomy movine along a trail. ~hrines took the ono~v lliider fire with S/A and 
grenades. One grenade was obsorved t.o land between tho t\-lO enemy_ The, 
listening post was returned to friendly lines nnd e.n artillery mission was 
called in on the area of the sightingo Res.:lts: VC KIA(PROB) 2. 

At 130020H a Company H ambush vicinity (hT916354) roceived 3 ene~ sniper 
rounds into its position from vicinity (AT915354). Fire, including S/A and 
Ll~lWS was returned in the direction of suspected enany positions. Results: 
USMC viM 1. 

-12-C')" !!MIliT$ J 
.'~----.;...;....;- .... 

------------

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • GiVE? OL , , ......... 
On the morning "J.~I Nov Ciompcnies D and Mmovec.1 to 3.nd secured Obj M at 

(AT900351) without incident. Company G rem;'lined in position '~nd conducted. 
platoon patrols to the southeast and east vrhile Company H remninod in 
position and conducted platoon patrols to tho east and west. 

.. At 131430H a rocon patrol left 2/5 CF and moved to vicinity (1..T8923[!6)~ a 
suspected area of VC activity. Results: 1 detainoe. . . 

At 132145H a Company G listening post located vicinity (AT921347) obser~ed 
1 VC and received 1 incoming grenade. ~1brinos returned [:,Tenades and 60rnra nIortar 
fire driving the anerilY fron the aren. Results: USMC WIll. 1e t 

:1 

On 14 Nov, all companies attacked to the north and then swun~ east. Company 
D attacked north to vicinity (AT905367) and drove east to Obj G (AT933374)e\ 
Company G attacked north to vicinity (AT924360) ~nd pushed east to Obj L 
(AT938362). Company H att2.cked north to vicinity (AT919364) l'.nd "chen moved \eB.st 
to Obj K (AT933365). Company M, moved north to vicinity (1~T908363) and tho~ 

_'moved cast joining Compnny H on Obj Ko Company D conducted search operations :in 
zone 4, Company H in zone 5 qnd Company G in zone 6. 

At 141115H, Company D, moving in the vioinity (AT904365), observed and· 
a.pprehended 2 young 1.'l0n in il village. Re 8m ts : Detainees 1 ~ POW 1 ... ., 

'.1 i~t 141145H, Company H, moving in the vicinity (.t~T920365), observed 2 VN I 
males running u.w-uy from the ac.1vi\:1.cing K'lrines. ltJarningshots were fired; 1 man 
stopped e.nd was apprehended. Results: NVA POW 1 

\ 
At 141130H Company G, moving in vicinity (l:..T930359), observed 4 VC in vic~nity 

(AT930360). The VC were taken under firo and one \.Jas observed to fp.II.l.. . 
I 

search of the area led to the discovery of severc-l packs and assorted documen~s. 
Results: VC KIA (FROB) 1. 

At 141430H 2 Company E platoon{-) SvlCpt through the village viCinity 
U\.T!392386). Results: Detninees 4. . 

On 14 Nov Company 1-1 evacllil.ted 58 refugees from the battle ::trea. 

On 15 Nov, Compcmy D cmmlBnced the nttack tOl-lard Obj C (L.T901366), while 
Company G and COl::tpany H launched p. coordinated attack on Obj L. (AT9123G4). 
Company M moved to Obj C and tied in with CompEmy D. 

At 151145H,recon unit Thin K'ln located vicinity ( •• T914416) observed 5 VC 
with weapons moving along a stream vicinity (hT914403), and fired an artillery 
mission with excellent coverage. Results: VC KIA (PROB) 2 . 

During the afternoon of 15 Nov COElp~l.nic s Grind H r,loved into Obj 11 and 
conducted a detailed but fruitless search for duds or fuses of the suspected 
artillery/mortars employed by the enerry on 7 Nov. On completion· of the senrch, 
CO 2/5 ordered Compcmies G arrlH1io !:'love to (AT90G3C8) and set in for the night. 

I 
i 
\ 

J 

jl 
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During the day 138 refugees were evac'l12.ted from the battle area • 

. At first light 16 Nov Company D moved to c',ncl searched Obj E (AT900380) 
rlleetingr' with negative cneny resistance. Co,''lpany H moved in trace 8..ud assisted 
Compan$ D with search. At the completion of' the search COl'lpany D moved to 
Obj G .(AT887388) 9.nd Company M moved to vicinity 2/5 OP (AT8873$3). Companies 
G and lr continued the drive west, launching n coordinated 3,ttack across PL 
King (AT90139O-AT917403) to Objectives B (f .. t904396) and C (AT895390) •. Company 
G secuf.ed Obj B and held while Company H moved through D-'I'ld took Obj C. Both 
compe.n::j.es then continued in the attack, siezing and occupying Obj D (AT888396). 
Conpany G evacuated 62 refugees. 

I 

" 

f~~ 170800H Operation ESSEX terminated. Comp8.nies D and H moved to vicinity 
2/5 CI{ for helilift with Company M and Coomand Group to liN HCA. Combat Base. 
Comp~y G moved overland to the western edge of tho valley, linked up with 
AmTre,~s and moved to AN HOA. e 

At 170800H C6mpnny D was Chopped to OPCON of 1st Battalion, 5th }~rines. 

At 170800H Company M tmd one platoon of' Company I \-las chopped to OPCON of 
3rd~attulion, Sth M~rines. 

I:' , 
, I 

11. i RESULTS: 
I a. Enemy PersonnSlJ. 

( 1 ) 65 NVA KIi\. CONF 
(2) 125 NVli KI:~ FROB 
(3) 7 VC KIA co~p 

I 

I 
I 

(4). 40 VC KIA CONF 
(5) 1 VC vlIA 
(6) 2 NVA POW 
(7) .. Detainees 
(8) 266 Refugees 
(9) 1 va POW 

b. Friendl~ Personnel 
(1) 37 USMC KL'I. 
(2) 120 USMC WIA 
(.3) 115 NBC 
(4) 7 USNC WIll. (NE) 
(5) 1 row 
(6) 2 death Non-Hostile 

12. Administration and LOfistic~ 

(a) Supply 

(1) lul'requests for resupply were s~bmitted to tho Logistics Support 
Unit at l~N HO:~. Thore was a Helicopter Support Tea1l1 at the LSU and anoth0r one 
wi th the CP group on Hill 170. In addition, an RST of three men accompanied, 
each company. Af'ter the LSU brought the requosted supplies to the airf'ield the 
Helicopter Support Teams insuxod that they reached their proper destinations. 

-14-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

----,. 

• , .. "\ .. 'r:··~w ' , 'is t~1il! 
,~,.' \i~bd) !j 

i
J 

", r o
' ." 

! .. : ~ :., .. ' ,~ : 
.' ... 
\""'~ •. h.~ ~j ., _,' 

(2) The 8-4 resupply toam-pre-lo.:J.d0c1 si~=y;vrrts "lith supplies, 
were sent to the riold with tho battalion. The supplies were to be used 
weather conditions precluded helicopter rGsuPPly. 

which 
if 

(3) Battalion Supply provided items to tho units in the field that. 
the LSU did not have in stock. Theso, for tho most part, were items ot 782 
goar. Supply also recovered 782 goar and weapons as they arrived with tho" " 
battalionls casualties. The 782 goar was wGshed~ repaired and reissued. , 
Weapons Were identified by sena). number, cleaned, repaired a.nd reissued. 

(b) ~intenance. Normal PM of equipment was accomplished throughout the 
conduct of the operation. 6:f"dnan~spare pnrts were provided by the battalion 
armory. In addition, an armor0r was sent to the field to pcrro~ limited 
techinical inspections on weapons ~nd to repair them. 

el' (c) 'I'x=eatment of CaSualties and Hospitalizfl,tion. 

(1) At the start of Operation ESSEX on 6 Nov 1967, a medical support 
team W8,S sent to tho battalion aid station, 2nd B0ttalion, 5th Marines. The 
medical support team was composed of hIO medical officers, 2 chiof petty of'ficers, 
and 10 corpsmen. A f'ield kitchen was also set up to insure that .food was served 
to all pntients, BAS personnel and the raed;tl'"al.. support team •. Stretcher bearers 
were . obtained from motor transp,1t and the fourth pldtoon Co A, 3rd AmTrac 
Battalion personnel. There was a representative from battalion supply, 2nd En, 
5th Ha.rs to sort the 782 gear and weapons of the \oTOunded personnel as they were 
received. 

(2) During tho operation a total o.f242 patients were seen and treated. 
IliadtJ::J.t.s.l,.Qd 37 US-tC," 2;UruC ttTH,,·'t1.nd '1 Vietnat:ese Bl}Out·J<i~. The breakdown of 

KlA's by c C'1pany is D.S follows: (;0 H, 2nd Bn, 5th Har 17; Co G, 2nd Bn, 5th M9.r 
6; H&S Co, :~d En, 5th J.i'lr 1; Co M, .3rd Bn, 5th lIJ3.r 14; Co D 1st Bn~ 5th M:.~r 1. 

a. Of thE; 242 e'asua.ltics there were 231 transferl3 to 1st Hedical Battalion. Break 
., down, at: the casualties is [1.S follows: 1~ battle casualties, 28 non-battle in-

, ,iu.t"1cs arid 87 disease. The most significant factor of disease transfers was, ' 
'~immersion £oot with a total of 61. ' 

(3) From the 2nd Bn, 5th l.fc'l.rines thore were 25 cC\ses of immersion foot. 
The breakdovm o.f tho oth~r comptmies is as fo110"IS: Co M13 cases, Co I 3 cases • 
From Company D, 1Et En, 5th Mar there were 20 ca.ses of immersion foot. 

(d) Transportution. Transportation of persop~el and sypplics was accomp
lished almost exclusively by helicopter. Since; helicopters were busy evacuating 
casunlties~- ~ resupply missions were run only after all c2su~ltios had been 
evacU8.ted. At no time, however, was any company ID1Gble to function effectively 
due to lack of supplies. LVT,I s were used to transport one company and some 
supplies to the AO, however, the logistic ro1e they played was minor. 

(e) Communicntion.§,. 
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(1) Radio - The fili/FRG-25 provided -::,ho battalion with excellent 
service during tho opero.tion. Sixty,-niuo cf t1:.e ho.ttnl.ion I s radios were 
employed. The enemy captured an ..:':..N/PtlC·-?5 ,~~'cn GOI1p0..ny G. An additional 
com:munic~tions capability was provldod oy a ljRC--i09 joep wpich was helo-lifted 
into the ba ttaJ.ion CP mj the first day of tht3 operation. . Through the util
ization of its KY~8 capability, classified information wus transmitted to the 
battnlion renr and division without the use of shackle sheets •. 

(2) Spare Purts - The battalion C0l111;l1IDications section sent D. 

number of handsets and tape antennas to the field to repl:cl.ce those that were 
daL~g8d. Toward the end of the operation a shortage of these items developed. 
Requisitions \.Jill be submitted to replace the parts that became unservicable . 
due to tho oper~tion. 

~f) Engineering ilesistal1G..Q.. 

" 

(1) An engineEiijr sweep tenm insured th::tt hEl 170 was clee.red of minos 
prior to the 3rri val of the b ',ttalion cOIl1T:1and group. In nddi tion, they cleared e 
t~-Toe lnnding zones at ~1fle compRny positions Qnd cloQred fields of fire Qt the 
cor~iliand group's position. 

(2) The engineers used 470 pounds of 0-4 and 3000 feet of det-cord 
during the operG.tion. They destroyod foUr CEtVOS, two bunkers, and sealed a 
tunnel of undermined length. Further dist:C'l1ction of bunkers and fortified 
positions could have b(;cn accomplished, howover, the helicopter availability 
pre eluded ro supply of oxp 10si ve s as o.t1YJO " food :md wa tor wore given a higher 
pre~edence. 

13 §Eecial EQuir~~1.~-.::;:d Teclmi.9~es: On two occasions, APD missions were flown 
over the oper-ational area" On the evening of 8 Nov, t.he aircraft, making both 
Mode I & Mode II Tuns., dete'cted several significant concentrations.. All of 
these were st.tbE'f~q:~ell~ly fired on. On the secc:nd ~ made several days late~no 
significa.ni!. det,e'l~ t.ior's were ma.de. 

There were U,TQ mC),in eng9.gments with INA forces that occured during Operation 
ESSEX.. The firs'i~ engagement occured on 6 November when Co H commenced its attack 
from LZ MVEN to 'tho cast tm",ards Objective F.. The comp9.ny encountered NVA units 
defending a heavily fort.:U'ied village at grid (A'1'913384.) heroHn after referred 
to as HO'i'ELV.L..JE~ The seeond TIl':; in engaeement occu::,cd on 8 November ,.,hen Co M was 
attacking Objective X a".:. grid (AT9'J;j364)., Co 1'4 encounterod flWA '.1Tlits defending a 
h6avily fortUied v:L1lag8 area. on ObjccJ~j.ve X" both of th<3se Inc'lin encounters with 
NVA units are cbaractlSri2',oc.i by enem:'l '-mits choosing to defend in place in heavily 
fortified vj_ll2.g<=: arec..~~1> In ea.d: ir;st,a:'1ce the village h3.d a wire fence around 
the perime7.er of the village com'li~t,j.11g of 3 to 6 stl"S.nd cattle fence with woven 
wire runniri!! UP and down t,hrouGh t hp. h0r::i ",,,,.,t.r.l strands" T:'lO wirc fanco line \·riS· 

8i'(,J.l..-.~,.' conccoD-led in i::;FH.1boo tTC;G:1.:ln8 S or C;'ITOlJ..::fJ.n .. c~O(~ \on-Gil ';:<-~Hboo and sill:''1bs. :Je
hil1c~. t]:J.o.se pcriHcte:c 1'011CO::; tIn OnElE~r h '.c'. (-:'1.1,.: c. cO~J::ullic.,_:tior>: trenc1y along the 
811.-~i~('(; lJc:riI2o~cJ:" t11D .. t w ~J3 fOl.u"Q "';:'0 six f:.:c-t:, ck':':Jl: "Titl: fi:-clj:l[4 post tion£] -C,llcl dOCl) 
C.-~VOfo for Pl.~ot0ction agfdn::rc. 0..r-tillery and air att,cck. SO;.!G of these c:...~vos \,z$re 
fifteen :feet deep. Spider holes, caves, !2nd bunkers ,,,ere found in depth through 
'the village. Fortifications ,.,er-e carefully located t' 'ng 
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and mutually supporting series of defensive positions" Both HOTELVn,r,E and MIKl!
VILm were located such th:lt att8lcking infantry had to cross stream barriers to 
approach the defensive positions. As attack;ing troops emerged tram the stream 
beds they found themselves to be within close range (50-150 meters) from the enemy 
perimeter defenses with open rice paddy in bet'tITeenc HOTELVILLE and ~JKEVILLE , 
were both situated on the side s of the valley adjacent to high ground such that 
the enemy had ready routes of egress into the mountains. 

The enemy was will:ing to defend :in place into the night but in each case he 
withdrew from the fortified village po sitions prior to davm in Spite of heavy~ 
artillery fires delivered on and behind 'the village throughout the night. In 
summary when Marine units attacked the villages in the afternoon the enemy 
defended with vigor. 1!fuon Marine units delayed an attack until dawn and cor:.ducted 
heavy preparation by air and artillery the NVA units made their escape. 

~ It is significant to note that LZ RA.VEN was located within 1000 meters of 
Wl'OTELVlLLE. The helicopter landing in RiI.VEN may have caught the NVA unit by 

su:rprisein the vill9.ge. The helicopter landing was unopposed and no anti-heH_ 
copter fire was received. No fire was received frcm HOTELVILLE until Co H emerbed 
from the stream bed and commenced movement within 50 meters of the village edge. 
NVA fir~ discipline was excellent considering the fact th3.t HOTELVn.LE had been 
su,bject to pre L-Hour preparation by both air and artillery 

It Should be pointed out that nearly all villages in ANTENNi:s. VALLEY were 
found to be fortified~ sone more heavily than ethers. Other villages in the 
vicinity of HOTELVTI.LE and MTI(EVILLE were f0und tC' be just as heavily fort:.ified. 
'!'he NVAunits have the capability of conducting a detemined' defense almost any
where within ANTENNA VALLEY. 

During Operation MISSISSIPPI in the fall (If 1966 more th"ln 2000 refugees were 
ewcuated from i\NTThTNi\ VALT.EY. It:is estimated th'1 t at the stA.rt of Oper1.tion 
ESSEX between 400 and WO Vietnamese people were still living in the Valley. _1' these people 266 were evacuated by helicopter at their own reouest du:ring 

, Operation ESSEX to rue DUG Distr'ict Hq. Of those people remaining in the valley 
most had fled either before the '\Iiarines arrived or af'tel' the operation cornmensed.: 
No si£,a:dficant ci vili'_..n aovcnont W;,,1S 'observed during dc.ylight hours~ 

Streams with stoep banks prev-ented Amtracs from moving further east than 
(AW88390) in l~NTENNA VhLLEY. A blown bridge at (ft'l'85740?) ,.,.ould not pennit the 
entry of taTk~s into the Valley. 

15. Re~e~dations 

a" 'J'hat close surveilli:'"nce of iLN'l'EN~J;~ VALLEY be cC1ntinued and other 
operatJicns be conducted when lucrative t.argets ap:pear~ 

b~ Due to the J.arge amou.1'1t of rice fiolds a,~,iJ_abl'3 for food supplies 
operations shDuld also be plarm,ed immecliately pr~'..'Jr to rice h"J.rvest times to 
deny such food to the enemyo 
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c. That subsequent oner3.tions in ANTEi'JI·I,·. VilLLEY utilize the high ground for 
helicopter asS'lult 3.nd the direction of,,~ttack be oriented dOi>mhill rather than 
attacking from the Valley in 'in uphill ctirection .. 

Gf/~O-AA ~ 
G.~-: McNAUGHTON ~ 

Copy to: 
00, 5th Marines 
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- ,----.~---
....--..... _. -
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~.-.-'"'-

13 F 3 Departing stalemate 
..... -.-------..-~ 
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. - -_ .... .-..... 
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16 G 2 Ok pt ~~ 4 

r 
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H3 (LATE ENTRY) In stalemate 
'" ' ." 

F 3 Now at am L..ll.O (6) 
... , ... -, .. -

F3 Ok Pt # 5 
,~--",-,--- " -....... -~ .. -
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H All uni¥_ set in , 
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- . . .'.-
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-.-

Leaving perimeter 
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0928 30 
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.. 
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G 5 Ok pt # 2 , ........ _ .... __ ._-

~.--.-----

F 3 Set in _. 
~ -.. .-'-

FOP1 Set in 
; .. 

G 2 Ok Pt # 4-
~~-. -'-'--'., 

04- Ck Pt # 2 
.~- -.---_.----------. _ ......... _--

G 2 Hit mine 2 em & 5 Prioritl_med- vacS .--.- '_.-
o 5 Ok Pt # 3 - .'- -
G4- In CP 

.......... _., ...... -
~--"" 

,,-,.~ 

'. 

G 5 ! Ck Pt #4 ---, _.,-_.""'----.- -_.-
I 

G 5 I Ck Pt # 5 _ 

.. ' ____ H~::L.::~ pt # ? ~ ..• _ .. __ ._... . . 
--'----. 

.--
PAGE NO. t. 

DECLASSIFIED 

*H-H:~.p, T-Troops, S-.'3tuff 
F-File 



- -

'. 
("" 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • ---.~--,---------

210001H to 212400H November 
~- -Ser 
DTG No. CT.cg 

-.-
1240 4.~ H 

1222 41 G 2 . --, 
1245 _42 ___ G 2 

.. -

--
1257 43 G 2 

1.306 44 F .-
1310 45 G 2 

-...-- . 

1323 46 G 2 
~~ 

1453 47 F -
1622 48 G 2 -
1655 49 Convoy -- ,_. -
1704 50 G 2 -
1710 51 G 2 

1713 52 G 2 

1716 53 Fie 
---.,.. 

1717 54 G 2 

1721 55 F .3 

1732 56 G 2 
-~ ...... -

, ~-. 

--.-----. .....,~-=---. -,---------Act.ion 
Incidents, Ness,s.ges, Orders * MT S F 

II 1 Fm Gig D 1.4 L 0.4 _. -
Gk pt# 5 (LATE ENTRY) .----.----- ... . - . 
Found }1:-72 rocket launcher Fm 

;-. "-'-" .. _' .~-,~,--- -
Cig D4.~ c_-q.4 Blown in place -
Marine hit booby trap Fm Cig R .6 U 0.7 .. -------
F 2 nOl,r 19aving staleTfl..ate 

HOving au to Phu Lac (6 ) 

Gk pt ~ 6 
- --- ,. __ ._---

F 2 in stalemate --1 ---.,.."-,, .. - ._--- .' ~ 

Leaving Phil Lac (6) (DELAYED) -------i -,-- -----.. - ~.-

Departing Ck Pt # 6 
I 

Departing Ck Pt # 6 

Gk pt # 5 
~-'-' 

Ck Pt # 4 -.- ... ..,~~---~ 

Heading in _. 
Ck Pt # .3 .. -
Boarded convoy -- .. _. ... ---- _c~ _____ 
Ck Pt # 2 -._. _.,----._. 

.. ----,- .-.. ---,"-------
Pii.GE NO~ '3 *:rJ.-H,1.p, T-Troops, S-Staf'i' 

F-File 

DECLASSIFIED 



! ' 

'. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
---,----,,---------

210001H to 212400H November 

:T~:::.I:: -. 
-

Org 
.. 

1935 57 G 2 

1737 58 G 2 - " 

1738 59 FiC 9 -.- f---- ......,.~ 

1816 60 C -
1911 61 8-3 -..-,..--", 
1928 62 ELP1 
~-~ -
1930 63 G 

. - --,.-- . 

2008 64 'GLP's 
_., 

2009 65 H3A 

2027 66 FLP's 

2045 67 FLP1 8 
------ -I--

2050 68 ELpl s 
-
2115 69 YL 

-

--~, 

-
-- .~-

_ ...... .r" __ • --"----------Act,ion 
mcidents l NGssc.ges, Orders * NT S F 

Ck Pt # 1 -
In friendly lines 

··_. ___ c __ ... 

In stalemate ---- , .. -'-~'~-'-' ... --.--...... 

CMB-8 departing friendly lines 

Line out to CAP N-3 ---
Departing 

~ 

CHB 8-10 departing --
Set in - - ----_.- --
Set in 

.... ,,-~--_ .. _-- -_ ....... -- ---" 

Departing 
.---. ... ---, .. --....... ,- ---~-

Set in I 

-
Set in 

LP 1 & 2 set in 
.... ' -....-.. ... , .... " 

_-& ... _------ -. 

-.--~-. 

__ r -
~-- - .... _--_. ~.-----

---, --~ ........ ----
.-

.. ____ ._ . __________ .. ___ L-..-. 

1 

PiJ.GE NO. ~ *l'}'-h'.p, T-Troops, S-Stnff 
F-File 

f 

--- ------------------

DECLASSIFIED 



/ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
------------------

22000:l'H to 222400H November -- -
Drc} 

Ser 
No. o-.cg 

/ 

-"""-
0001 8-3 

9552 1 G ---= 
nA()() 2-__ YL ---
ObQQ 3 H3A, 

0600 a E 

JlQQ1- 5 - GL 

0601 6 F - -- ...... , 

J2710 7 
-~ 

H 1 

:0725 8 H 1 

: o 7L,. 5 9 G.2 

0745 10 G ,........;.; 2 

. .0755 11 G 3 

0820 12 G 3 

0826 13 H 3 

0826 14 G 
--~'" 

0856 15 H 3 

0908 16 H2B 

9.:J~9_ 17 GOP2 

0925 18 F 1 

092~ 19 G3 ........ ...-. 

- "".-~ .... - -,_.--------
Action 

Incidents, NesS_,?,ges, Orders it MT S F 

-
Open Journal - -- -
C1v1B-10 leaving ambu'sh site -.-------- -

~..l.£-1 & 2 in CP 
'''''' ___ '4 ••• _.'~''''''''''~ 

I 

LeavinQ'~u~h a1t~ 
" 

'. AJ~ LP's in st;:t.aemate 

LP 1 2.3 in stalerpftt§._ . 
LP 1~~t3;instalemate 

, 

Ck Pt # 1. ____ .--- -._-
In CP 

"''''.-~' -- _.,-..-- ~ ~ 

Leaving friendly ) . ..:~. _'_0_' ----~ , 
Loaving friendlY~.lines 

. ' 
Ck pt # l' 

Ck Pt r¥ 2 
~ ----.... -. 

Ok Pt # 1 
- •• & .... -~---------_. -

-'.CHB-4 Ck pt # 4 --
~Ck Ft# 2 -- -
:t.eaving stalemate ------._ .. _ ... ". -
Set in _ ... ,_......-...-.....-

NO"l in position 

Ck Pt # J __ . _____ .. _~ ___ ~ .. ~ _____ ~_ 

Pi~GE NO. I 

DECLASSIFIED 

*I:i-J·jcp, T-Troops, S-Staf'f' 
F-File 



DECLASSIFIED 

• _._-_._,-----------

220001 H to 222L~00H November - -Ser 
DTG No. Org 

-" ... -
0943 20 H2A 

. 091':2 21 H) __ 

1000 22 - ~--
G 

f----'"----~ 

1011 23 H2B 

1016 24 G3 

~q2L 25 .- H2B 

1108 26 G 3_ . 

11215 2L .. G L -

1143 2S H2B 

1152 29 G 3 

1234 30 II 3 -
1326 31 SB2 

1338 32 SB2 

1344 33 SB2 - --
1402 34 SB2 

1L,,10 35 SB2 

1423 36 FOP-1 
-~-..-

- ..... -. 

_ ... --._.------ ._._------
Act,ion 

Incidents, Messq~es, Grders * ~l T S F 

Ck Pt # 1 ._ .. -
Ck Pt..JL.J..._~ 

OP-3 1---_. set in . .... ---._._ .... -- ...... 

-

-

Ck Pt # 2 
I " 

Ck Pt # 4 I , ---..-.--- , 
\ 

Ck Pt # 3 -
Ok Pt # 5 

OP-3 sporoted pur~}ng huts il}~ 12-. area -
of 895.s:9~ Also ~LA fire f'm same area ... ~. -
No'l>[ in stalemate .---....... ~--.... --.-....-~ -
Now at Phu Lac (6) 

Set in activities i'or de,;[,. 

Now leavi"J?g Ph~. ~c (6) 

Ck Pt # 2 
" ......... ..----~ -

Ck Pt # 3 

Ck Pt # 4 ,. -
Ok Pt n 5 , __ __ • a .. , __ < ___ 

-.~---

NOH in stalemate 
-~- .. --.-,--

--_.- ... ---_. - ... - --
Pii.GE NO ___ <-__ 

DECLASSIFIED 

*li-Hnp, T-Troops, S-Stafr 
F-File 



,I. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ------._. .------------------

?20001H to 222400H November -- Ser 
DTG No. 

-
-lk57 '27 

. 
1505 38 ._--
1520 39 .-
1525 -~-.--

-1.52:2.- 41 .-
1555 42 .. 

1601 43 ---
1617 44 --
1626 45 

1631 46 
.. -

1706 47 -
1717 48 

1726 49 

1731 50 

1734 51 

1738 52 

1745 53 -,-
1805 54 

1807 55 - . .......... -

.-.-.-" -.----..• --
Action 

Q-.cg Incidents, l·lcssD.ges, Orders * :tvlTS F 

G OP2 Marine tripped booby- trap -_. -J-- Fra Gar U 1. 8 L 1.2 --'. -_._----_._-... 

G 
1----._-

G 

G 

F 2 

G 
~ . 

G3 

G 

G 3 

G 3 
r--

G 3 

G3 

G3 

G 3 
.. -

G 3 

G 3 

G 

G 2 

G 1 

C~.:s-5 leaving friendly lines 
1--._ .. '" '._"-' .. _ ... --..• ---'-

-

" 

CMB-5 Ck Pt # 3 
~ . 

CHB-5 at OP2 ---_.>8. 
Now in staleITl8.te 

OP-1 Med-evac completed 
• . . 

Left Phu Lac (6) 
. - .-. --, 

Scty-2 in friendly lines --......-._ .... _.- _. -_ .. _ .. -
Ck Pt # 5 & moving ---.... -<--.- -, ......... - .... ,,-_ ... 
Held up pass Ck Pt # 5 

.. 

Ck Pt # 4 

Ck pt # 3 '. -_ ........... ..---. ~-
Ck Ft# 2 

_ .... __ ._----_. -
Ok pt II 1 - ........ ......-..-~-. 
Cl'jB-5 Ck Pt # 1 

~-

In friendly lines ----, ..... ---~ -.------
Opts in 

-_: 
-----,~ ..... ------

Left friendly lines .- --. 
RelUeved H 1 .-. ---.~- .. ----~. "_.-.- .-- ---- .--
PAGE NO._--:;.'_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

*1:i-1,J1,)_p, T-Troops, 3-Stn..ff 
F-File 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
220001H to 222400H November -

DTG 

2004 

~ 

2004 

2030 

2048 

2118 

2234 .....,..._._-

-

-'",,", 

-

-- -...-----. -,---,---
Ser 
No. Org 

- "'~"'--

~L- H 2 

57 F1A 
--.~ 

2!L ___ GLP1 S 

59 FLP's 

60 YL -'--' 
61 GLP3 -

- .. ...." ... ' . 

_. 

- -

--

-

Act.ion 
Incidents, Ness::,ges, Orders * N T S F 

Set in Fro Fish L..1.&..D 1.8 -,-
_.DeEa~ting __ ._ 

_ Set ,in 
',' .. ---.•... -. _ ...... .-., ...... 

Set in -
LP 1 ,& 2 set in - ---"-- -
Set in - -

,-

---- .- - ._-----...-
I ---.----- ,,--- -1 

..-....-•• J ..... __ •• 

_o_~_ £_~ 
~ .. -,... 

.-

I 

.. ---...... ""-

_ .... _.----- ~-

-, -
---

- '- ... -------,. _.'---
~, _."._",,"'--'-- --

--_. __ - __ ,,_ ".4 ___ • ___ • ___ '---_-

P:'~GE NO. f 

DECLASSIFIED 

*I':!-Nnp, T-Troops, S-Stn£f' 
F-File 
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DECLASSIFIED 

- ---_. __ ._._--------

230001H to 232400H November -Ser 
'DTG No. Org 

- -. 

0001 8-3 --
0530 1 YL - '. 
0538 2 YL -
0545 3 E 

-~ 

0600 -.lL F 

0610 5 G-- .. - .- . 

0730 6 H 3 - ' 
..... , 

0740 7 G-
~ _., 

0747 8 H 3 

074.7 9 G-Si -
0753 10 GS1 

'r--

0813 11 H 3 
-' 

0814 12 E 3 

0821 13 H 3 

0851 14 G-.1 -.-...... 

0930 15 F 3 

0931 16 E :3 . -
0950 17 G 1 _ ...... -

-
0954 18 F -' ... .......-. 

------~ ....... '-'--""--'-~ Action 
Incidents, 11Gss:,-.ges, Orders * l<i T S If 

Open Journal -- -_. 
LP 1 in CP - ...... -

c-~~ in OF 

I 
- ,,, .. ----.~ .... - ... -~-- .... - ... 

~ ~ 
-

LPrs in a frin~y lines 

All night activities in CP ._--_. 
All night activities in OF 

Ck Pt # :3 

8ctY-1 depar~~r:g .. .--.---
Fm Fish L 2.7 U 0.4 

---~----.----
.. --~ Leaving F~nd1~_~. _._._ ,. ... _-

Ok Ft # 1 
, .. 

Ok Pt # 1 

Leaving Friendly Lines 
,. ---,....._-

In stalemate 
-_& ... _,--..----'*--_ ... , -

ele Pt# 3 - -~ 
_. 

(LATE ENTRY) OR15 Departed OF 
..... ,. ~ 

Ck Pt # 1 
~- .. _., ,.,._-

~.----

VN OP1 fm Car R 0.1 U 1.5 
--, ~.-~--.- --:--. 

_._-
VN OF 2 Fro Car U 3.4 . - --

set in fm FISH U 1.5 L 1.3 F 3 .- --~ --.. - '.- ~~,.--.-.-- ---,-_. .--
PAGE No._...",..l_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

*l'}"l'b.p, T-Troops, S-Staff 
F-File 



'. 

2,~noo' H t.() 2~2.L..O( 

Ser 
DTG No. 

-
'/ noo .12..-

1011>- 20 -
1011) .2..1-_ 

10"& 22 

l108 -2l~, 

-112.2-_ 21... -
11'58 25 ,- . 

~ 12Q~i 22-.. 

1214 27 

1219 2$ 

1246 29 

1250 30 .. 

'1255 31 

1300 32 

1323 33 

1336 34 

1336 35 

..J..137 36 

-ll1.9 37 

,1420 3~ .. ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

----_._,---------

H Novemb_er , ,-,---,-----"._--..._.-.-----
Ac-tion ' 

Org Incidents, Mi3ss,::.ges, Orders *MTSF 

G 1 Ck Pt # 4 -.-
G 1 Vn O~V1'I_ql 4 Set in --. 

G J_ t--2!s.....~t # 5 .. ,---.,-,-_ .... - -
G 1 

Convo 

E .3 

G 2 

G 2 

G 2 

G 2 

H2A 

GS) 

H2A 

E 3 

G 2 
---I--

GS3 

Scty-P 

H2A 

G 1 

G 1 

In Phu La.c (6) 

Amtracs hi t ~=i:P!l_!?n 3/7' !!'_ side IOf 3i ver -
Ck pt # 2 

On the move --' ---J ~ 

Ck pt # 1 .--
Ck pt # 2 I - _ .... -'""--_ . ....,- .. .. ..-.--.. -1 
Ck Pt # .3 - ... ~ ... - ... -~-"-- -.---. 
Has left H 2 ps:::ition, 

Left friendly lines 

Ck Pt # 1 
~. -~,..-- -

Ck Pt # .3 - .......... ""~--.----" --
Ck Pt # 5 --1--. 

Set in (LATE ENTRY) at 1315H ." .-
Ck Ft# 6 r_ ... ___ ..... _-,--- -,-----
Cle Pt # 2 

- ',-...-...--_-- -
Returning to stalemate '_. 
Ck Pt # 5 .-. ___ .'_ "_" ___ '_.'._ .. _1.-_. ,--
PAGE NO. <tZ-

DECLASSIFIED 

*lj..,l;hp, T-Troops, 'S-Sta£'£ 
F-File 



DECLASSIFIED 

... -- -_. __ ._._----------

230001H to 232400H November -----
DTG 

1430 

1442 .. 

1457 

1537 

1615 

-12~L 

-
1947 

- . --

-
2010 

2025 

2040 

2049 

2100 

-.-

-

- -'.---~-.- '---'--"---Ser Action 
No. Org Incidents, f.i<;lss2.ges, Grders * NT S F 

- -.. .. 

39 G 1 Ok Pt /I: 4 - -
40 G 1 Ck Pt II 3 .-.... -_ ... -

_41 __ G 1 In stalemate --f--.. _- , ... -..... - ... - .. -.- -
L~2 E LF2 leaving CP 

_..ltl._ G 3 Entering stalemate ._-.--
4L~ H 2 li'm Fish L 2.1 D 0.1 -

2B L 2.0 U 0.8 .- . '-
2N L 2.3 D 0.7 - .. . . _ .... . . -, 

L!-5 ELP1 Set in I 
. ~--~--- .. --~ ..... - . -

F3A Fish U 0.7 L 1.6 ... --- .. -~---~ --~-

F3B Fish U 1.1 D 1.2 
,.....:.-. I-- -

F3C Fish u 1.5 L 1.3 

46 GLP's Set, in I -.-.-..... 

47 FLP's Departing . ....,eo-_-' _________ .... -
1.8 YL LP 1 &2 Departing 

~ -1-- -. -. 
50 YL 

51 FL:tl's 

........ -. 

LP 1 &2 

set in 

--_. 

.--

set in 
...... -

-. - . . ..• ._----
_.--_ ..... ..--. -

~. 

-'---''''- "'-._--- '''--'-- .. _'----_. 

*l}-.JiiGp, T-Troops, S-stD.££ 
F-File 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
~9001H to 2LI-2~.OOH November 

Sar 
DTG No. Org 

- .... -~ 

~.30 1 YLP18c,2 

P.250 2 YLP1&2 

12635 _..L __ G1A 
. _-

b618 4 E 

0620 .-.-..2 __ - H 

W:l_ 6 F .-
)74.4. 7 H - . ~...--. 

~757 8 H _ .. 
J757 9 G 3 

PBOO 10 G 2 
1----

~1 11 G 2 ,-I--

~827 12 G 

P834 13 H 

p835 14 G 2 

)840 15 E 2 .. 
P905 16 CT 3 

~923 17 G 2 

P94~~ 18 G3 

r055 19 E 2 

n108 20 E 2 -_. 

___ ... r' __ ~"""'_ ._ .. _-_._._._.-
Action 

Incidents, Me ss,~'.ge s, Orders * M: l' S F 

-
DepartinK for friendly lines - ----' 

In stalemate 
'.--~.---- ~-

In friendly lines 
,--._-. .----. __ ._,"-,_ ... ., 

LPts 
I 

in ==:j . 
Ambush coming 2:~_. .'-
F 1 leaving Phu Lac (6) --
H 1 set in PE 

H 2 in CP -_. --._-- -
Left fr~~.d~! It:::~~_ ~ .----~, .... -
}Ioving out ------i ,... ..., .... __ • .• _·-........ r_ 

Olr Pt # 1 -.. ... ,"' 

OP-1 set in 

I-I1A Ck Pt " 1 'If ._-,.. ... "''---

Ck Pt # 2 -..... ~--------r--~--

Leaving stalemate 
--- -

- Request to .faro fire 110.1(. n 
-- --

Ok Pt # 3 .... - _. , .. _----..... ." ~.-----

Located at 856465 
-.--~,.-....... - .-

Ok Pt # 2 

Located at 799388 
• __ • __ ._. __ .·_. __ H •• __ ••• __ 

PAGE NO. __ ' __ *I'l-l;L:,.p, T-Troops, S-Staff 
F-File 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • -,--,.-------------

---Z.l.nn()1 H T.n 2/.'). ()nH N01TAmhAf'> .. ~.---.------ ,-,-~,-"--

Sel' Action 
DTG No. Org Incidents, NGssq~es, , Orders * NT S F 

.. --
.1:L1.:1.. __ - 2.1 

l1t)R ?? 

1205 23 -
1220 2L~ 

-~ 

1228 25 -' 
1229 26 -----. -
1230 27 

. " 

1235 28 
~~ 

1243 29 

1300 30 

1/+09 31 

1428 32 -
~L,J5 33 

~436 34 

~605 35 

~653 )6 

~748 37 

nS02 38 ---

- ,-

G2 Ok Pt,fl5. --' -
G2 _ J Q.k .£t..Ji.....tJ.-.~, ___ -
H Hoving out ,-~-,--- - .~ -'-".-.. -'-"-~---- ~ .. 

8'1-[2 

SW2 

S'W2 

T1A 
..",,.. .. 

G 2 

G 2 

G 2 

F 
r---
F 

E 

F 

GS) -- . 
T2A 

G ) 

T2A 

Departing stalemate 

Ok Pt # 1 - H& GSCTY 2 ._---
Ok Pt # 2 - H& GSCTY 2 ------
In friendly lines .-
Ck pt # 3 - ,,_. ---- '-'-', -
Ok Pt # 4 ~ 11--.....·-"..._· ...... __ · - --'-
Ok Pt # 6 

• .-.~. , __ .9. __ .~-.- .. _ -----i 
Ok Pt # 5 -. 
Ok F't # 3 

Emer Hed-ew.l.c #153 106 temperatu re 
.... ~-.--- -

Cle Pt # 1 - -"",-'",,,,",--- --
In stalemate .-
Ok Pt # 3 -- --
Departing friendly lines 

- ... -".- --------
In stalemate - --._----'_. 

,... .. - - --~-,-,,--,---"-.--.. - _.- --' 

Pil.GE NOe __ L.. __ *h .. l;k,p, T-Troops, S-Staf'f 
F-File 

DECLASSIFIED 
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• 
_2M )OO1H to 2L.2400H 

Ser 
DTG No. Org 

-.-. 
J.23.Q 39 E 

120m 40 E 

20L,0 _-1J_ E 

2050 4?-:. YL 

2051) ---itL-~, G 

ZJJ.9 4/, . H 
. -

2112 45 1L 

~ -" 
-

-- ,- -
-

----. 

~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
----.--.-,.-~---------

November 

--"-1 

.-

_ ...... , 

----._---"'- ._._--'-_ .• _.-
Act.ion 

Incidents, t-JeSG2.ges, Orders * N T S F 

E.3B & LP2 leaving stalemate -' -
LF1 s;t in J-.-....:'--,,-_._. --' ~. 

f--~night _act~~~i_e..s. se~2n... 

LP 2 departing 

LP 1,2,3~~ ____ - -
LP's set in 

LP 1 & 2 set in 

-- ~-- .--. -
.. ---- .... ,~--- .. --- ~ 

.. '--_ ... _, ........ - .---~ 
-

- _ ..... _,.- -
...... ..,..-------•. --.0 -

-----~-,-
-.. " -~ 

'-- - . ... --~--- -.------
. .--~. . -

""--
. ____ ._ ._~ .. __ ..... __ ... ____ I.--

PAGE NO. , 

DECLASSIFIED 

*l'i-lcinp, T-Troops, S-Stuff 
F-File 



'. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• .' ----,,-_._---------

250001H to 252400H November 1967 - . ~-, ._ . ,--.~ .. ---
DTG 

-ill.90 

0526 •. ' 

'°548 

0715 

0730 

0733 --_ .. _-
0736 

0737 -
0750 

0800 

@819 

1~840 
0905 

0917 

0930 

0935 

1004 

10.4.3 
_-:o;I:'r 

1058 

1106 -

-.' -.----.-~ 

Ser 
No. O'.cg 

-- .-
l' T2A -. 

2 G L., 
3 G ----'--
4 H 2 

5_ G 

6 G -
7 H 2 

, .. . - -

8 G 
-" 
9 G 3 

~ 

10 H 2 

11 H 2 
'r-

12 G 3 

13 H1B 

14 H1B 

15 E 1 
._"''' 

16 G 3 

17 E 1 

18 (} 3 

19 G 3 

20 (} 3 
,~. 

Ac'tion 
Incidents, Hess,s.ges, Orders * Ml' S F 

Entering CP - ----' 

--.1Z2v~~g fri.!::ndl-l. lines: 
10 • 

All night activities in _._., .. , .. _ ..... _,--_ ... -- -
Ck Pt # 1 

G1A Left CP ,- w 

OP-1 set in ,------
Ok Pt II 2 . 
OP 1 set in - - ._------- ---, -
Ok Pt # 1 

~--------
.. - -

Ck pt# 3 .--------i -~-........ :-_ .. __ ..... -., ...... ~.-

OP 1 & 2 set in 
0., 

Ck Pt # 2 

Ck Pt # 1 _ ........ ''''-
Bet:etrJ,)!ml' _ .... n_ --
Position report at 8L,6394 ---.---'-

Ok Pt # 3 - -.' -
At Ck Pt # 4 w/PF's 

.-~ -- "--- -.------.,-
Ck Pt # 4 .. --"'-,.,-,......,...~ 

Ck Pt # 3 -
(LATE ENTRY) left CF at 0725H 
" .... _. . -----.-.... --- ,-- - .... --.--.- ---

P;iGE NO.--.!,... __ 

DECLASSIFIED 

*H-H:~p, T-Troops, S-Stu;f'f 
F-File 



r. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ----_._._--------

250001H to 252400H November - Ser 
DTG No. 

-.-
1130 21 

1154 22 .' 

1157 23 
.. ----

1204 24 -
1215 25 _. 
1220 26 -----"-- -
1320 27 - .. 

1320 2$ _ .. 
140B 29 

14.15 30 

143.3 31 -- -. 
1615 32 . 
1837 33 

1845 34 -
1923 35 -
1945 36 

1945 37 

1948 38 
-.,.~-

2005 39 

- .~ .. 

- ~-.~'''''''''~-- -.----.--~-
Act/ion 

Org Incidents, NCss,3.ges, Orders * }vI T S F 
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